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OBSERVATIONS, 

ire. 



My DBAS Feiends, 

In thus attempting to ftdfil the desires 
which you have so naturally expressed, and laying 
before you the reasons which recently led to the 
severance of that connexion between us which had 
existed for so many years, uniting us together in 
bonds of deep and confirnied effeG^n, I must con- 
fess that the subject, on which I have to treat, is one 
on which it would seem almost impossible to com- 
prehend in a few simple sjatenx^tsj as I could wish, 
the substance of what I s^ol jmosit anxious to com- 
municate to every one of those, whom it is now 
my purpose to address. I say, every one, because I 
do not, nor ever can, forget the claims — the pre- 
eminent claims — ^which those in humble life are 
entitled to advance on that provision, which has 
been so abundantly stored up in the Catholic 
Church, with an especial view to their support, 
consolation, and instruction. Most thankful, then, 
should I feel, if it might be possible for me to 
bring home to them, even in any ijov^otl ^1 ^^^caJ^ 
must follow, the good tiding oi \SaaX.^^'s^^«^^ 
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is^ for their peculiar benefit, more particularly to be 
preached. 

In saying this, however, I would not have it to 
be imagined, that I am disposed to contemplate 
any one person, or class of persons^ rather than 
another: for what I am writing for one, I am 
writing for all: and, in the fulness of the undi- 
minished, inextinguishable, affection of my heart, 
I am deeply anxious to place before you ally the 
offering of a simple, unadorned, undisguised, con- 
fession — ^by which you may, as I trust, be led on, 
as I have been myself — some at one time, some at 
another — ^to the knowledge and acceptance of God's 
eternal^ unchanging, unchangeable. Truth. 

And if, in what I shall have to say, there be, as, 
no doubt there will be, much which will appear 
painful in its character to some of those, who, to my 
memory, cannot but be ever dear, let it be borne in 
mind, that the utmost I can aay^ is as a mere noihingy 
when compared with that momentous act of mine, 
which it is now my business to vindicate. For, by 
this, combined, as it was, with the full weight apper- 
taining to the forfeiture of all those worldly in- 
terests and personal prospects, which had sweetened 
(in some degree, at least,) the bitter cup of life 
before, the strongest testimony which I could have 
had to offer, was freely and spontaneously given to 
the fact, that, beyond the precincts of the Catholic, 
i e. the Bomau Church, the promises of life and 



^ace, and salvation in Christ, do not extend. And 
that, therefore, it is not a matter of choice, but one 
of absolute!, unavoidable, necessity, for every one 
who wishes to be saved, to seek for salvation within 
that Gonununion, and /!Aa^ Communion onZt/. Surely, 
no verbal testimony can be so powerful as this : — ^no 
language so keenly piercing to the sorrowing hearts 
of those who are left behind. 

And, eTidently, the whole matter is one o*' 
such grave importance, that it would be scarcely 
possible to speak plainly^ without also seemingy 
at least, to speak strongly: while, through fear 
of offence, to refrain from speaking openly and 
distinctly^ would defeat the very object with which 
I speak at alL Painful as it may be to others 
to read, it is no less a penance to myself to 
write, and to enter, as, to some extent, I must, on 
grounds of controversy which I would gladly have 
avoided. Rather, oh 1 how much rather, would I 
have confined myself, herein, to the consideration of 
those angelic graces, and disinterested acts of love 
to God and man, which the Catholic Church both 
fosters and prescribes ! But, this would not have 
been sufficient to satisfy your present expectations 
and requirements. I have, therefore, to address 
myself, in a manner corresponding with these, to 
the less agreeable task, which consequently lie& 
before me; — and which, oiit\n& n^tj ^.jyysvsc^-^"^^^ 
he the more suitable to the aeaao^i^^^^sc«a^'^'^^°^ 



dertaken and performed ;-^Tememberiiig that the 
ground must be ploughed, before the seed can be 
pn^tablj sown, and diat the rough and rugged 
pavement must be broken up, b^ore the pathway 
can be made permanentlj even and smoolii. 

For, indeed^ My Friends, the explanation on which 

I am about to enter, is one for which you hare 

a right to asL You are personally interested 

in the matter on which it bears — ^more intimately 

concerned in it, than in anything else which can 

engage your attention now: since the question to 

which it relates is one of eternity, affecting the soul, 

the imperishable part of the nature of man. In 

acting as I did, it is plain that I must hare done 

what was either positively right, or else inexcusably 

wrong. Placed in the position which I occupied 

amongst you, to me, in a measure, you naturally 

looked for guidance, in matters of highest moment. 

And, in this, I have set you an examples, with 

respect to which you cannot but ask — and you can 

juadydemandareply to your inquiry at my hands— 

whether it be a right one, ora wrong one, for your- 

selves to follow. That example was not set you, as 

^ well W, wiiou. m.L «»r.J= and 

it is not — ^it cannot be — a matter of indifference to 

yourselves, whether you "go and do likewise," or 

no. You ar^ therefore, justified— ;/w% justified — 

in requiring me to state, why it was set you at all 

But, while recognizing your right to liAft loo&t- 



matiioa from the first, there have been many reasons 
for my delay in famishing it nntil now. For, 
althonghf when I was last with yon^ I did not hesi- 
tate, in compliance wi& the injunction of the great 
Apostle,' on whom the visiUe Chnrch is bnilt, to 
shew myself '' ready always to satisfy every one 
that cukeih me a reason of that hope which is in 
me" — (1 Peter, iiL 16); yet, I did not liien feel 
myself called npon, n,either would it have been 
proper, to make any general, or unreserved, con- 
fession of the Mth, which (unworthy, utterly 
unworthy, of the charge as I am) I have the un- 
speakable privil^e of now profesang. Sooner, 
or later, however, it was evidently my duty to 
comply more explicitly with your demand ; and to 
supply what might be necessary to enable every one 
amongst you, to understand the groimds which I 
have for entertaiiung that ^' reason," and indulging 
myself in that ** hope," to which the Apostle refers. 

And thia question of Ume was, clearly, one which 
had to be settled in conformity with certain acknow- 
ledged rules of propriety ;-«uch, for instance, as 
the following. 

In the first place, it can scarcely be thought 
becoming &r a person, when taking a step of such 
momentous importance in its probable effects upon 
others, aa well as in its inevitable consequen^sft^ 
with r^;ard to himself, to ooin<& ferw«t&L afc «w^ 
and speak with boldness sad oc«ASkSSDkC» ot^.'^d^^^ 



6 

of proceeding which he has deemed it necessary to 
pursue. He cannot, generally speaking, know for 
certain^ so as to feel warranted in making an inmie- 
diate aggression upon the faith of oihersy whether the 
ground on which he is venturing himself ^ is, indeed, 
secure. At all events, he has to foam, before he can 
inst/nict In the absence of accurate and complete 
information on the subjects of which he has to speak, 
he must needs be liable to fall into mistakes about 
them. He has, likewise, to go through a process of 
personal observance, and an introductory training 
in the duties of his newly-adopted system. And, 
therefore, for his own sake, as well as for that of 
others, it can scarcely be otherwise than desirable 
that he should postpone for awhile, what he would, 
perhaps, wish to say immediately upon the matter. 
And, besides all this, the course of subsequent 
events may be found useful as a guide, in enabling 
him to adapt his remarks to the existing require- 
ments of certain cases. " There is," as the wise 
man says, ^^ a time to keep silence, as well as a tiflie 
to speak :" and, as it appears to me, the latter has 
now, in the present instance, at lengtfi arrived. 

Now, then, I suppose I may feirly consider that 
what I have to do, is to satisfy your minds on the 
following particulars:— 

I. Why I did not remain where I was, a minister, 
and a member, of the form of religion legally 
established amongst us. 



11. Why — ^if I found it necessary to change my 

position at all — ^why it was that I went wher^ 

I resolved to go^ and not elsewhere. 
nL What sort of religion it was which I had to 

throw myself into, when I got to the haven 

whither I was bound. 
I. Why, then» you ask, did I not remain where I 
was ? Was it because of impatience and £retfulness 
under the burthen of a cold and petrified system — 
of dissatisfaction with its practical working — of dis- 
gust at the abuses which are acknowledged to pre- 
vail within it — of dismay under the apprehension of 
approaching dangers, increased concision, and the 
ultimate dispersion of those who would cling to it» 
shewing themselves, in proportion to flie magni- 
tude of the difficulties with which it might be beset, 
tiie more firmly, its upholders and its £dends? My 
own heart, and, if I am not mistaken, your own 
intimate acquaintance also with that class of its 
reflections, will at once answer in the mgativef to 
each, and all, of these inquiries. Was it, then, an 
imdue preference for anotiier system, and that an 
antagonistic one, which created within me a restiess, 
if not a morbid^ appetite for change ; — an appetite for 
the gratification and indulgence of which, I was 
eager to lay hold of any plausible excuse ? No, my 
Friends, how could this be, unless I were flie veriest 
fool that ever stepped forth ontiaa iafc^ ^&*fiMfi^ssv^ 
enchanting earth, or g^ed on iSoft^fik ««ssss:3 ^^^^^ 
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andsparkfingstremsy andlovdjr, peaoeAil TaleB, of 
joors? What ! can it be snj^posed ^t I, or aiijr 
other perscHi m his sober senses^ would ever dream 
of abandoning his best pro^iects in hfe (whaterer 
those might, or might nci he, wordi) in exchange 
for a paltry piece of spiritoal sdf-^ndolgence; nn» 
accompanied, as it mnst be, with any secnrity for 
its amtinnance, any barrier whaterer against the 
sabseqoent approach of disappointment and remorse ; 
it being never impossibly and not always impro- 
babloy that a man should reject to-morrow, what he 
happens to prrfer to-day? No: sndt motives as 
this, coold not, in any way, exercise a controlling 
influence with me; as yon are, yourselves, abeady 
weQ assured. 

Surrounded as I was with every needful comfort 
— living amongst you on terms of cordial and inti* 
mate friendship — associated, in the work in which 
I was engaged, with one, whose kind and frank and 
generous dispoation had ever secured for him my 
warmest attachment and regard — ^not only sharing 
the sympathy of the rich, but finding an inexpres- 
sible delight in alleviatii^ the sorrows and hard- 
ships of the poor — ^why should I have sought for 
change? Was there not abundance for content- 
ment here, in the useM discharge of professional 
duty, and the endearing intercourse of social life ? 
Would not every merely human motive have im- 
pelled me with a power> well nigh irreaistiUe^ V^ 
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remain amongst those whom I had so many reasons 
to love? 

What, then, was the price which I should have 
had to pay, in order to follow the inclination, which 
every natural feeling would thus have conspired 
both to prompt, and to en&rce ? 

Simply, and in one word, strange and harsh 
though it may seem, I must confess that I could not 
have remamed where I was, without incurring the 
loss of every atom of faith. In adhering to the 
principles of the established religion (could I have 
done so), I must have become an Infidel; — a down- 
right, total. Infidel ; — ^and, in the long run, no doubt, 
an avowed and op^i Infidel; — a Deist, or Pan- 
theist, or Atheist, as might have happened. And 
this is what I have to say, and what I wish 
candidly to state, in order to my own vindication, 
painful though it must be to some of those 
who read it, that it was for this reason, and 
toit no other, viz., because the fundamental prin- 
ciples of the established rdigion are, in them- 
selves, really and truly, neither more, nor less, than 
those of total infidelity, justifying it in its com- 
mencement, and throughout its progress, even down 
to its lowest and most sweeping forms of expression 
— that I. found it impossible to remain where I was. 
For, having discovered this, and being abundantly 
satisfied of the truth <rf the feict, \TKSk^2i5L\i3acv^ ^gss«. 
in one direction; or I mi^t \ka^^ gsaaNsi^aw:?*^ 
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but to stay where I was, was a thing simply impos^ 
sible; excepting, indeed, in one point of view, viz. that^ 
in the absence of any religion which could be re- 
garded as truBy I might well have shrunk £rom 
encountering those resentments which flesh and 
blood can shew and feel, and to which there would 
have been no sufiScient reason for becoming exposed^ 
had it appeared that no religion stood on ^nj firmer 
£x>ting than did that to which I then belonged. I 
might, in that case, have thought it desirable and 
respectable, that men should profess a reUgion of 
some sort or other; and, cceteris paribusy I might 
also have been disposed, for many obvious reasons, 
to consider that my own was as good as any (if not, 
fer m^ at least, the beai)^ that could be found. But, 
as to upholding a known system of unbehef, in op- 
position to truth when clearly perceived, through 
fear of temporal misfortunes, or for the sake of a 
golden bribe, this was a responsibiUty which I, for 
one, would never have incurred, a degree of humiliar 
tion to which I, for one, would never have submitted. 
Loathsome, and for ever detested and abhorred, be 
the disgusting, craven-hearted, creature that would I 
Now, let me not be misunderstood here. I am 
not denying but that in the religious establishment 
of England, as in other denominations of religious 
profession, there may be such a thing as real piety, 
and salvation at last for believing, though misguided, 
souls. This may be, or it may not be, God only 
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knows. He knows how much, or how little^ is re* 
qnired from each: and charity is fain to hype the 
best for alL But it is of the system^ as a system, 
that I am now speaking. And what I maintain and 
repeat is this: — ^that, although individuals may 
escape damnation in spite of it, it is neither more 
nor less than an organized system of infidelity; — • 
that it is, consequently, powerless, utterly powerless, 
to grapple with, and overcome, the spirit of infidelity 
so widely spreading its elaborate and beautiful fas- 
cinations around, and intertwining them secretly in 
the hearts and intellect of the rising generation of 
England's sons : — and (what is the principal things 
as far as relates to my present purpose), that it 
would not have been strong enough to uphold me 
with that firm, unshrinking grasp, which my needs 
required, in order to prevent me from embracing 
those alluring theories to which I have referred ; nor 
from being plunged, eventually, in consequence^ 
into the abyss of Atheism, into total recklessness, 
and utter despair. Whether this was not a fact of 
which I may have been really conscious, long, long 
before I knew in what direction to steer for un- 
doubted safety, it would be useless now to inquire. 
It is very possible that I may have seen it, and 
shrunk from contemplating it I may have resorted 
to various expedients in order to dissipate the im- 
pression, and to drive away tlaa cwisTwdGLcsck^ N^ts^^s^ 
might aeem, ever and aaoa, Y» -gt^aeofe ^^a^-* ^s^***' 



12 

the MtMi stete of affinn But d«pe, as I Imwe 
HfMe doal4y the obirioiis cwidnrifln Mioad, Jitmhf 
stood; Kkesovnebiigeiiiigaiiilf iixnsleryguin^i^ 
lis ^i^flring ejes fbH fixed upon its ptcr. OAont 
flMy mi fasre seen it» Tbey do not, even now^ mi- 
derstsnd bow swfiil^ bow tvemendous in its oons^ 
qneneesy on the etaroal destmy of themsdres and 
of otbersy their own position is. But ciicomstuioes!» 
ind a iMtnnd inclination, pedhaps, for Geological 
fMsaarchy together with the duties to which I hap* 
pened to be caDed in the discharge of psofesskHial 
oUigations^ compelled me to investigate, what never 
forced itself on thm^ attention: and the result 
lamed ont to be that* which I have stated here. 

And now, in order to set before jou, what may 
justly be characterized as the Infidel Theory pro- 
ponnded bf what goes by the name of ''The Ckureh 
of Eoglafid ^^'^-^ theory which constitutes the very 
londamental principle on which the whole siqper- 
S tr u ctu re of its fabric rests; I would ask you, 
whether it be not as plain, as focts and words can 
OMdEeitydiat ntiBCtcfprivcaejudgmenty exercised oil 
iMElCers of foith, forms the basis on which this crum- 
hbtig mass of ruinous materials has been agglo- 
merated tof^ether? Turn your attention, first of 
all, to what was done at the period when this clumsy 
construction was firamed. Is not its very origin 
to bo traced to that sentence of condemnation which 
a numbcor of Engliihrnen deemed themaebres com^ 
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pet^it to proQotmce^ upon certain doctrines and 
practices^ which weore affirmed and upheld by the 
authority of the pre-existing Church; — ^that Church 
of which they were themselves the imworthy and 
rebellious sons ? Tou will observe, I am not now 
saying, that these doctrines and practices were 
right, because th^ were so affirmed, and so upheld. 
I am merdiy calling your attention to an acknow* 
lodged &ct And, then, in the next place, I will 
ask you (as I have asked myself) — ^how do you know 
for certain that the judgment so pronounced, and so 
acted upon, by these progenitors of ours, was not, 
in itself, mistaken f It was natural enough for them 
(because it was for their own interest) to profess 
that they were acting under **the inspiration of the 
Holy Ghost!" But what blasphemy to make this 
assertion, if the fact were otherwise! How am I, 
how is any one else, nay, how were tiiey themsetves, 
to know that they were authorized to assert that 
claim ? Is it not, precisely, tfuxt which has been ad- 
vanced, over and over again, by the enthusiastic 
founders of oAer sects ? And why should I believe 
it to be true in the one case, and deny it in those 
others, which, for anything which appears to the 
contrary, were not altogether dissimilar? Most 
convenient would be the means supplied by state- 
ments of this description, if they i onl/obtain 
credence amongst mankind, fot ^^Jflxasv^ ^*S. ^sj^^scw 
the world religious impostors V> ^k? cRSD5i»ss^»^ 
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amount I And» for my own part, I must confess 
that I could much more readily believe, because 
there would appear to be far more reason for be- 
lieving, that such men as Wesley and Whitfield, in 
the efforts which they made for the benefit of their 
fellow-creatures, were under the influence of the 
spirit of grace, than that Cranmer and his confe- 
derates were men of any other stamp than that to 
which few, even in days like these, would have any 
desire to become conformed. But, leaving them to 
their fate, it cannot but be clear, that, to start, as 
they did, upon the principle, as one of unlimited, or 
arbitrary, application, that any one section of indi- 
viduals in the world can define to be true or false 
what is held by any other section of their race, is 
simply and entirely absurd: since, for anything 
which would, at first sight, appear to the contrary, 
CfM side is just as likely to be right as the other side: 
and, moreover, what is fair for oti^, is fair for alL 
Consequently, the same degree of Uberty, in judg- 
ing on matters of faith, which is granted to the 
Anglican body of divines, could not, consistently, 
be denied to the Arians, or to the Monophysites, or 
to the Nestorians, for instance, wiiMn the bounds of 
episcopal communion: neither could it be refused 
to those who are not within such bounds, as in the 
case of the Independents, for instance, of the Wes- 
leyans, the Quakers, the Deists, the Agapemonites, 
the Pantheists, or the Atheists. For^ what possible 
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reason can be given why yon should withdraw, at 
any one point in the series^ the liberty which you 
had conceded up to that point? You have clearly 
no right to claim for yourself y^h&t you are not dis- 
posed to allow^ on equal terms, to all otherM. And 
here, as one elimioation after another is presented 
to our notice, we may perceive the same rule to 
be followed^ the same process to be observed; 
though the quantities to which it is ap^ed 
happen to vary in the measure of their details. 
In each successive stage, the use of private judg- 
ment is exercised with equal fairness, on the subjects 
which are brought before it In each, the inquiring 
party draw, in like manner, their own conclusions^ 
as best they can ; and thus determiae for themselves 
what is true in religion, and what is not so« And 
why one should be right rather than another, is a 
question which it might not be altogether easy 
to determine. Nay, who shall undertake to say 
which of them is right, or that any one of them, 
even, is right? For, whereas, in the case of contrar 
dictory statements, aU cannot be right, it may, 
nevertheless, easily happen, that all may be wromg. 
Such, then, is the natural, the inevitable result of 
the exercise of private judgment, either by indivi- 
duals, or by confederacies of individuals, on matters 
offaitL Tou may have clever men on all sides, learned 
men on all sides, men of earnest imii^ otl^^i^^sr^ 
men eqaaUj free from pxejudie^ ot ^gwcN^j Xs^^s^-* ^^^ 
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growing conviction that, if the principles of AngK- 
canism were all that could be discovered in support 
of the articles of the Christain Faith, there was not 
one of these, which could (excepting m casea where 
advantage could be taken of the ignorance of others), 
in any measure, or degree, be successfally main- 
tained : and whether, as an honest man, I should 
have been prepared to confess it, and, eventuall j, to 
abandon them, under these circumstances, altogether, 
was a question which it might, perhaps, have been 
less convenient to answer, than to entertain. 

Thus you see, my friends, how the AngEcan 
theory worked with mey after I had found out what 
it really is ; and how it has also worked yet more 
effectually with others ; developing itself in its legiti- 
mate results, and ending in the total shipwreck of 
every vestige of faith. And you will also have se^i, 
how the assertion of a right to the exercise of private 
judgment on matters of faith, either by the indivi- 
dual, or by a collection of individuals, is equivalent 
to the profession of total infidelity. 

But, now, it might be urged in defence, that the 
Anglican religion was not set up, and therefore 
does not resty on the principle of private judgment ; 
but that it is based on the Decrees of Councils, and 
the Traditions of the Fathers of the Church. Well ; 
granting, for the sake of argument, that such is the 
feet ; what, (I might, as an Anglican, inquire,) is the 
value which I am taught to assign to these Traditions 



19 

and Decrees? Am I to believe that, whatever has 
been affirmed in them, is absolutely and certainly 
true ? If not, what is their use to me? And, if it 
be asked, then, what the AngUcan religion has de- 
cided about them? The answer is, simply this: 
that all Churches " have erred^* — that " General 
Councils," even, " have erred " — erred " in matters 
of feith," as well as in other matters : and, there- 
fore, allowing that the Anglican reUgion is based 
upon them^ what has it to say for itself but this; 
that, according to its own confession, it may, ajfter 
all, be established on a foundation composed of 
mere fabrications and falsehoods ? 

Or, again ; granting the fact to be, as it is stated ; 
is there not abundant reason, a fortiori^ for behoving, 
that, whereas " General Councils have erred," local 
and particular Councils must have erred also ? And, 
then, again, I ask, of what possible value could bjxj 
statement put forward by the AngUcan body of 
divines be to me ? Could I, assuming that their 
religion was based upon the Decrees of Councils 
and the Traditions of the Fathers of the Church — 
those Decrees and those Traditions, in which there 
might be, upon their own shewing, an unlimited 
amount of error ; could I now go to any man more 
confidently than before, and declare that what was 
drawn from these sources was Truth, and nothing but 

* Articles XXX.. 'XXA.. 
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Tnith t And, moreover, after telling me not to 
iKjIievc Churches, or Fathers, or oecumenical Cotm- 
viUf most certainly might they well spare themselves 
the trouble (as, indeed, they have done) of asking 
rne^ or any one else, to put faith in tiiem. 

But it is, rm%, a mere fallacy to assert, that, be- 
(;au80 Fathers and Councils happened to be appealed 
to, the full exercise of private judgment was, in the 
slightest degree, suspended. Is it not evident that 
the worthy divines, in question, put their oum inter- 
jyretation on what they found, or chose to find, in those 
Decrees and Traditions of the Fathers, precisely 
in the same manner as other Protestants have dealt 
with the Books of Holy Scripture? And why 
should I, then, believe that their interpretations of, 
and selections from, the /orm^, are not open to the 
same charges of misrepresentation, which they 
themselves affix to those who appeal to the latter for 
a sanction of their views ? What security have I, 
in the one instance, more than in the other, for the 
absence of everything in the shape oi double-dealing f 
Clearly, none. The interpretation, therefore, the 
thing interpreted, and the persons interpreting, are 
all equally the subjects of criticism ; and depend, for 
their acceptance or rejection, on the judgment which 
individuals may form respecting them. And, 
whereas, in the first place, the truth of the substance 
of these Decrees and Traditions was, itself, called 
in question, in general terms, and therefore to an 
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undefined extent; and^ th^^ these other points 
are seen, of necessity, to fall likewise within 
the province of private opinion ; and, since each 
man is equally at liberty to form an opinion of his 
own respecting them, and many men would be dis- 
posed to place no credence at all in any one of them, 
and would have, moreover, very substantial reasons 
to adduce in support of this conclusion; — ^here again 
does total infidelity find abundant materials for its 
justification: here again is the old Atheistic princi 
pie detected, carrying on, as before, its destructive 
work, with all the intensity of its power; and 
AngUcanism again comes forth in its true character, 
as Atheism in disguise. 

Let it be borne in mind, then, by those Angli- 
cans who would seek to enlist the authorities of 
antiquity on their side, that their own Communion 
expressly asserts the fallibility, not only of all the 
Churches and Fathers that can be named, but like- 
wise, of oecumenical councils: because, this being 
so, they could only say, with respect to any decree 
which may either have been so promulgated in time 
past, or might (haply) be so agreed upon in time 
to come, that " they thought it true ;" perhaps, that 
" their Communion received it (u true ;" all which is 
no more than what an Atheist might aver, in respect 
of the documents on which he maintained his own 
position : but they could not say pmit blanks and vx 
positive terms, with any more prima f oucue, ^rknse^s^ 
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from mistake, than he could ; " This w trua" And 
why ? but, because, in the outset, their own Com- 
mimion has ah^ady affirmed, that though it may be 
tme^ still it may^ for anything which appears to the 
contrary, happen to be the reverse. 

With what, then, can Anglicans, even on this 
ground, confront an unbeliever? Is it not plain 
that, beyond a mere opinion, they are incompetent 
to proceed? And, their own community having 
taught them, that they must not trust to Councils or 
Fat/iers : and common sense itself forbidding them to 
trust to their own confederatesy more than to names 
of venerable renown : and common observation, also, 
proving to them how much less they could depend 
on ilmr otrni opinions, as free from that error, from 
which, as it would appear, the very highest autho- 
rities are not exempt : well may they look around 
them in bewilderment and dismay; and, in an agony 
of despair, give vent to the exclamation : " O ! if 
there be a God of Truth, to Whom the souls of men 
are dear ; why, O why, should He so have placed 
them, where they cannot, with any certainty, discern 
that Truth which He would have them know, as 
their sure guide to happiness in Heaven !" 

But, my friends, I feel that I have, as yet, shewn 
you but a very trifling proportion of the consequences 
to which the principles of Anglicanism necessarily 
tend. I must now come to a very painfrd part of 
our inquiry, and introduce to your notice the mode 
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in whicli they operate, with regard to the Holy 
Bible itself. 

And, first of all, I must ask you whether you 
quite understand, what the Bible really is. I must 
ask you to consider, that it is not merely a single 
book; but that it is a collection of books, written 
by differoit authors, in various ages, and various 
countries, of the world. Neither was this collec- 
tion brought together, as it now stands in the 
Sacred Canon, until century after century had 
passed away, and generations of Saints in the 
Cathohc Church had entered into final peace. So 
that, had we been living in, what are sometimes 
called, the purest ages of Christianity, our Bible 
would have been a very different thing from that 
which it is now ; different, also, had we lived in 
Palestine, iroia what it would have been, had we 
lived in GauL The Epistle to the Hebrews, for 
instance, would not, once, have been there : neither 
would those of St. Peter, and St James, or the 
third Epistle of St John, nor that &vourite text- 
book of Protestants, the Apocalypse, itself. Again : 
certain books, which are now omitted, were, at one 
time, included; as, for instance, the two Epistles 
of St Clemenl^ and other writings of his, men- 
tioned in the Apostolical Canons : and, moreover, 
there are no inconsiderable discrepancies to be ob- 
served, in the various enumerations of the books. <i£ 
the (?ii Testament, as gLveii\yj ^'^ ^XLcassc^'^^iS^SiKs^^ 



as Yre know^ been rrrecov«rabIy lost. 

On what mMAodtT, thwr^ do we rectair mmr 
Btblfi^ as h £y and accept k as inspired? Frjib 
whence does it come to as ia iis present dhafe? 
TF^ modi^ Aa# ioSeeH^m^ oi wHeh ft» coaieiifes aoe 
composed? BrvAonwasitFesoivcdtibiltbesc^and 
these aii/5r> coDsthated ^ HE&IIibie vriftni w«ani of 
God? SimpJTy and m on& wordy tibe sole ayndiarity 
whkrh has settled aD diese poiEifcs Ibr IIS is a Coandl of 
the Cliiiidby whoee decree upon die sah^eet was ccn^ 
finned and ratified bj the cotcmpononry and sac- 
ceedb^ Pc^pes: — liki/Councily nz:, whidi was held 
at Carthage, A.D. 397^ piior to whieii period dwre 
was DO fixed rule hid down. Hence, dKrefere, die 
Bible assumes its existii^ tonsil and appears befeve 
OS in its present actual shape^ dbron^ the opoation 
of discriminating power, exercised in a qoartv , of 
the Teractty of which, Anglicans are boond, b j the 
terms of their fimdamental {xincqdes, to donbL 

For the andioritr, on the stro^th of which, Hohr 
Scriptnre forces itsdf on our acceptance, is no other 
than that, which the Anglican is not j^frmtitted (if he 
will act consistently with his profession) to r^ard, 
excepting as being one liable to make mistakes; 
and as having actoallj fidlen, on many most im- 
portant matters, into grievous mistakes; of which he 
has no security, but that the case before us may have 
been a flagrant instance. Nay : it would seem almost 
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as if this were one designedly included : since it is a 
certain fact that the distinctions drawn by the 
Anglican divines, between the degrees of credibility 
to be attached to different portions of the sacred 
volume, are not sanctioned by, but are directly at 
variance with, the arrangement of its materials, as 
agreed upon at the Council of Carthage* — ^that 

* Contrast, for instance, the acknowledgment in the sixth 
Article, that certain books therein specified are '' nof^ ap- 
plied by the Church *^ to establish any doctrine^* with the 
language of St. Augustine, who is said to haye been present 
at the Council of Carthage, in reference to the same. *^ The 
entire Canon of Scripture, in which we affirm that this in- 
vestigation should be carried forward, is contained in these 
books : — ^yiz. fiye of Moses, that is to say. Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy; one book of Joshua, 
the son of Nun, one of the Judges, one little book which is 
called that of Kuth, and seems rather appertaining to the 
commencement of the Eangs ; then in four books of the 
Kings, and two of the Chronicles, not precisely running in 
consecutive order, but as it were side by side with each 
other, and going forward together. This (part of the 
Canon) is the history which comprises the regular annals 
of events in a connected series. There are others not so 
connected, which follow a different arrangement, such as 
Job, Tobias, Esther, Judith, two books of the Maccabees, 
and two of Ezra, which appear more to constitute an his- 
torical sequel to the series of the Kings and Chronicles. 
Then come tlie Prophets, in which are the Psalms of David, 
and three books of Solomon, the Proverbs, the Song of 
Songs, and Ecclesiastes. As to the twe bcvo^^ q\x&^^^^i^^&^ 
is entitled Wisdom, and the otJier 'E.cdssa»a\I\c\v&^^«^ vKfe^sssa^. 
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arrangement which was repeatedly ratified by suc- 
ceeding Councils and Popes, until it received its 
final confirmation from the Fathers of the Church 
in the holy oecumenical Council of Trent. 

Now, if the whole range of these Fathers and 
Councils, from the beginning, were not to be trusted ; 
but are only to be regarded as men, who, according 

to be Solomon^s only from a certain analogy or resemblance 
of style : but, in fact, Jesus, the son of Sirach, is most gene- 
rally reported to have written them : yet, as they have been 
received into the Canon, they must be classed amongst the 
prophetical books. The remaining books, which are more 
propeiiy styled the Prophets, are those of the twelve 
(minor) Prophets, which, since they have never been sepa- 
rated, are always reckoned in one book, and whose names 
are Osee, Joel, Amos, Abdias, Jonas, Micheas, Nahum, 
Habacuc, Sophonias, Aggaius, Zacharias, and Malachy. 
Then there are the four greater Prophets, Esaias, Jeremiah, 
Daniel, and Ezekiel. Within these forty-four books of the 
Old Testament (canonical), authority is limited.** (Baruch 
was included i^ Jeremiah.) He then enumerates the books 
of the New Testament, exactly as they are now received, 
concluding the whole catalogue with the observation that — 
" In all these books, those fearing Grod, and meekly de- 
voted to piety, seek the wiU of Ood,^^ (Aug. de doctrin& 
Christian^, lib. ii. cap. 8.) And thus, whereas the Article 
asserts that many of these books are not applicable to the 
establishment *^ of any doctrine^^* St. Augustine, on the other 
hand, says that, in them, the faithful are to ^* seek the 
will of God** — ^i. e. not only as to what they are to db, 
but also, as to what they are to believe^ in conformity with 
His will. 
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to the best of their judgment and ability, decided 
the points which were brought before them ; and 
who, consequently, might, in thosedecisions of theirs, 
very easily be mistaken; then, I ask, how am ly 
how is any One, to hfuyw^ {assuredly to know, as an 
infaUihU truths) that when they put the Bible to- 
gether, and pronounced it to be divine, the £Etct 
really is, what they have stated, and what they 
believed it, to be? 

For, of what avail is it, as regards the character 
of the thing itself, for any man, or for any number 
of men, to get up, and declaim loudly, and resolve 
boldly, that the Bible is divine ? If it be not so, 
their saying this, and reiterating the statement of 
their own belief of it, to all eternity, will not make 
it so. Do not the Chinese vociferate the same thing 
of the book of their lawgiver, Confucius? Do not 
the followers of Mahomet regard their Koran with 
the like respect ? Have not the Brahmins of India 
their sacred books, and affirm of them, what we do 
of our Bible? And, now, then, what I want to 
know, is this. How, — assimiing the truth of this 
Anglican rule to which I have been referring, — ^how 
can the authority to which Christians appeal in 
proof of the divine inspiration of the Bible, be 
shewn to be superior to that which, in otter cases, 
of a similar nature, is advanced ? And, of what 
possible use could it be for me, or for any one else, 
to assert to a man, who did iio\.\i^<e^^^^^i^^s£s»- 
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hand, that the Bible was divinely inspired, the in- 
fidlible Word of the One Only Everliving Grod, at 
the same time being forced to acknowledge that the 
very authority upon which this assertion was made, 
was one on which I was also instructed that it would 
be both improper, and unsafe, impUcitly to rely? 

Or, again, supposing you appealed to its context, 
to its beauty, sublimity, or the sensations which its 
p^iisal awakens in your mind, nmck less would this 
be conclusive as a proof of the divine inspiration 
of the Bible, either to yourselves or to him. What ! 
he might say, do you mean to assert that every 
tJDord, and every sentence which the Bible contains, is 
inspired, or even true ? Do you mean me to take for 
granted everything which I find there, or think I find 
there ? If so, what am I to do with passages which 
speak in a manner contrary to acknowledged facts : 
such, for instance, as those which imply that the 
Sim moves and that the earth is stiU ; whereas we 
know the reverse of this to be the truth. So then, 
it must be conceded, that Holy Scripture contains 
some things which are not true: — ^and, the next 
question is, as to how nmch of it is true ; — ^as to 
where the line is to be drawn, and whoi& to draw it, 
^^rightly dividing the WordofTrath^ f If the choice 
be arbitrary, and referred to the judgment of the 
individiuxly is he not, in a manner, at once compelled 
to construct a Bible of his oum ; and to exclude from 
it, as untruej whatever does not happen to fall in 
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with his own preconceived ideas of truth : and, in 
this way, will there not, of necessity, be as many 
Bibles as there are readers, and religions ? And, if 
an external authority is to decide for him, how can 
this be more satisfactory than his own opinion 
would be, unless the authority, to which he appeals, 
be one which cannot, by possibility, be mistaken in 
the matter ? How, on any other supposition, would 
either it, or he, be competent to determine, — abso- 
lutely, and with certainty, to determiae, — ^where the 
adoption of vulgar errors in Holy Scripture, byway 
of convenient illustration, ends ; and where the state- 
ments of facts, which are to be held as dogmatic, com- 
mence : where precept ceases, and allegory begins? 
Is it not certain that numbers, and numbers of men, 
of deep thought, and acute observation, and highly 
cultivated talent, do regard, and have many plausi- 
ble reasons to allege for regarding, the whole of it, 
as merely allegorical, as a mere collection of Orien- 
tal Fables ? And who is to say how far such men are 
wrong, or that they are wrong at all, if all the parties 
called into decide the question are liable, also, to come 
to erroneous conclusions ? How would it be possible 
for any, being suchy to pretend, either for themselves, 
or for others, to lay down a rule, or to assign an accu- 
rate limit to the amount of errors which have foimd 
their way into the pages of Holy Scripture ? And, 
if there be no such thing as an infallible authority 
aiaU; nor, therefore, any auticLanX,-^ ca'poKVA^S.^jsas^- 
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ing the line with precision, as required ; is not tfais^ 
at once^ obliged to be fixed at pleasure, embracing 
within its scope, either a larger or a smaller portion, 
or even the whole, of the materials subject to its 
limitation, according to the will, or judgment, of 
the investigating party? Might he not, in that 
case, naturally conclude, that as those who put the 
Bible together in its present shape, may have been 
mistaken as to the materials proper to be inserted 
amongst its contents, and in their estimate of the 
value to be accredited to those materials, so, in its 
very substance itself, an amoimt of error prevailed, 
which could neither be ascertained, nor imagined ? 
And, how, then, could he be assured that the Bible 
is, what it is said to be, and what it really is, the 
true, the infallible. Word of God ? 

Or, again, supposing the fact of the divine inspirar 
tion of the Bible to be taken for granted ; let me ask 
you, how he could be quite sure (nay, are you sure, 
yourselves?) that the translations of it, which you 
commonly read, are faithful to the original ? How 
do you know that the very book, which you hold in 
your hands, and which you think and call "the Bible," 
is the Bible ? Whose, let me ask you, is that trans- 
lation of it, which you follow ? Are you quite sure 
that there are no serious blunders, no dangerous 
misrepresentations of the meaning of the original 
text, in that translation ? You take it upon trust : 
but on whom do you rely, if not upon the word of 
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men who were personally interested in casting the 
gloomy shade of their own misconceptions and 
delusions upon its sacred page, and thus contami- 
nating, with their own fouhiess and deformity of 
vision, the brightness and purity of God's everlast- 
ing Truth ? Has it not been observed, over and 
over again, that the authorized Bible used amongst 
Protestants is not the Bible, and nothing but the 
Bible? And is not this the reason, why, to guard 
persons from being deceived by it, the circulation of 
this semblance of the Bible is prohibited by the au- 
thority of the Catholic Church ? Nay, it must not 
be supposed that this observation is confined to one 
quarter only ; for abundant testimony might be cited, 
if necessary, in support of the same position, from the 
writings of, even, those Protestant Divines, by whom 
the largest amoimt of attention has been devoted to 
the study of the subject ; and, amongst whom, it is 
almost as universally acknowledged, as it is agreed 
and imderstood, that the authorized translation is 
** by no means such a just representation of the in- 
spired originals, as merits to be implicitly relied on, 
for determining the controverted Articles of the 
Christian Faith."* 
Or, again, once more: — ^granting that the Bible 

* The words within inverted commas are taken from a 
work in which they are quoted as an extract from Mack- 
night: but I have not jet had sufficient (^portunity to 
verify the reference. 
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is inspired, and that the Protestant translation of its 
contents were accurate ; how is an Anglican^ enen 
in timt case, to know for himself, or to satisfy others, 
that he understands and interprets those contents in 
their true sense f If he is to set to work on his own 
account, comparing one part with another, and 
thus constructing a religion for himself out of his 
Bible ; is not this precisely what others are doing 
on all sides, with equal regard to candour and fair- 
ness (as it should not be doubted), and yet with 
very opposite results ? What reason can he have 
to give, why his own conclusions must necessarily 
be right, and theirs, in consequence, necessarily 
wrong ? Would they not, as a matter of course, 
and with equal reason, be at Uberty to retort the 
same assertion upon him, in their own behalf? And 
this, too, even although, with the sturdy English 
yeoman, they had thus learnt to believe that re- 
pentance was (to say the least of it) imadvisable, 
on the strength of the passage which states that 
" the gifts and calling of God are without repent- 
ance ;" or, with the simple-minded schoolboy, had 
concluded, that it was necessary, first of all, to sin, if 
they would become (as he wished to become) like 
St Paul, whose character was, on his own confes- 
sion, that of ** the chief of sinners f ' Why should 
the conclusion of any party (each being liable to 
fall into mistakes) be either accepted, as positively 
true, or rejected, as most certainly false? Is it 
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not plain that nothing is, in itself, either truth, or 
error, merely because an individual, or a con- 
federacy of individuals, so think, and so assert, in 
its regard ? 

But, again ; supposing the inquirer to take, as his 
guid^, the religious Establishment of England. 
What is the interpretation which, on such authority, 
he is taught to attach to Holy Scripture ? Now, 
this being a question which, as it must be confessed, 
is beyond the reach of ordinary ingenuity to 
resolve ; the trouble of manufacturing a reply, may 
be transferred to those, whom it may happen to 
concern. 

However, let it be supposed that this interpreta- 
tion (whatever it may be) is distinct, and clearly set 
before his eyes. Why, he might again ask, is he 
bound to believe it ? Why should he regard it as 
true ; seeing that, as all other Churches are said to 
have fallen into error, so neither are there any 
stronger claims to infallibility to be discerned in this 
quarter, than those which are accorded elsewhere ? 
Hence, it being just as likely, if not more so, that 
his own Communion also may be playing him false, 
he is again at a loss as to where to repose his trust. 
Perhaps, it may be, he thinks, that he will go to 
the ancient Fathers, and consult the early decisions 
of the Church : but here, once more, as an Anglican, 
he is bound to listen to the death-like chime of that 
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infernal knell, which keeps ringing on, and on, for 
ever jangling in his ear, deadening its sensibility to 
the sweet accents of truth: — "Fathers, Councils, 
Churches" — all, all " have erred^ — ^have erred **on 
matters of faith ;" and why then (he naturally asks 
himself) should not this be an instance of the 
blunders thus referred to ? 

Or, supposing he makes a desperate eflFort, and 
shakes himself loose from this galling chain, so as to 
resolve, that, come what may, he loiU cling to the 
thrones of the Patriarchs, and to the Saints of the 
olden time; yet, here also, he soon gets hewUderecL 
He meets with conflicting statements in the writings 
which they have left behind : he finds Fathers in one 
age, making use of expressions most distinctly ana- 
thematized by Fathers in another, and that, a latery 
period. He discovers that there is no such thing as 
universal consent amongst them, even on so much as 
a single theological dogma. He becomes convinced of 
the fact, that there is no infaUibility attached to 
subordinates in the Church, however elevated their 
position, however saintly their lives, may have been : 
so that here, again, he is even yet more perplexed 
than before; and, with that distinguished man, who, 
for the depth and solidity of his learning, shines most 
honourably conspicuous amongst the gems which 
have adorned old Blundell's academic crown, with 
such contradictory statements of antiquity before 
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him, he is obliged to exclaim, " Ad mira ista Patrmn 
dicta quis non plan^ obstupescat I"* 

And, even, supposing he had, after years and 
years of toil, succeeded in collecting from such 
sources, and putting together, a rude and mis-shapen 
mass of materials, as the expression of his religion, 
thus drawn (as it would be) from Holy Scripture, 
and percolated through the Fathers, what is it, after 
all, but a statement of the sense, in which he has 
understood the language, which they have made 
use of: a sense which may not be that, which they 
were originally intended to bear; an interpretation 
of their meaning, which is but the result of the ex- 
ercise of his own private judgment; and which is, 
therefore, in itself, opeii to criticism ; and which 
may, in many respects, if not in all, prove to be 
incorrect Is he now, think you, any nearer a 
distinct knowledge of the truth, than he was before ? 
Clearly not. That which, with the help of his 
own intellect, he may have framed ; that intellect 
of his may, also, at some future time, demolish. He 
has done the best he could, imder the circumstances 
supposed, in collecting together the subject matter 
of his faith : but it will, before long, turn out to be 
no more solid and substantial, than if it were a mere 
** ruinous heap" of rubbish. 

But, now, I have, so far, been considering the case 

♦ Bishop Bull. Def. Fid. "Nic, ^^<i. Vi . o.'a.^. ^* 
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of those only, who have received a certain amotmt 
of education. It, therefore, still remains that I should 
call your attention to the circumstances in which 
tlie poor are placed ; — ^those, L e., to whom it is the 
will of God, that His truth should be more especially 
made known. They cannot, perhaps, read at alL 
Of what use, then, comparatively speaking, is the 
written Word to them ? Do they not depend, in this 
respect, altogether, on those who read it to them? 
And how are they to know, that the selections of its 
contents, which they happen thus to hear, are fair, 
impartial, and sufficient; and that they are not 
chosen, merely because they happen to fall in, ap- 
l)arently, with the peculiar notions of the reader ? 
Must they not, from the very necessity of their 
position, depend for their salvation on a living in- 
structor — a safe, infaUihle, living guide ? And, in the 
absence of such a one, is it not plain that they must 
naturally become the helpless victims, the easy prey, 
of religious impostors of every imaginable descrip- 
tion ? Is there, then, any sjich provision made, as 
will serve to meet the exigencies of their case ? And* 
is that provision to be found in the Anglican Estab- 
lishment? It surely requires but little sagacity to 
miderstand, that the poor have long since discovered, 
how impossible it is for them to place their trust in 
tlixit quarter. No : their instinctive perception for- 
bids them even to imagine that it comes and ad- 
dresses them as the infallible oracle of God's eternal 
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Truth; as the sole institution appointed for the 
salvation of their souls; as their owZy guide, consoler, 
and instructor, in the way which leads to Heaven. 
Are they not, on the contrary, to be seen hunting 
for that Gxiide, of which they feel the need, first in 
one direction, and then in another, until at last, haply, 
they find it ? And, is it not evident that, with respect 
to this want, of which, indeed, they are conscious, 
but which tliey know not, it may be, how to describe, 
they never, or scarcely ever, turn to the Anglican 
Establishment, with the remotest idea of their find- 
ing, in that quarter, the neediul supply? They 
may, indeed, be prevailed upon to attend its services ; 
and may, sometimes, even love it, as partizans. 
But, when they hear its voices they know full well, 
within their inmost hearts, if they could only give 
utterance to their real sentiments, that it is not like 
(nay, that it is not) that, of the good and gentle 
** Shepherd of souls :" for, in that voice they detect, 
with no imcertain assurance, the accents of one who 
is a stranger to His upholding love; the rude 
sounds of dictatorial command, by which they may, 
indeed, be driven ; but not the tenderness and sweet- 
ness which will captivate their affections and win 
their hearts to Him who, in His own, only, dearly- 
beloved. Church, speaks mildly, gently, engagingly, 
to the poor, saying, " Come unto Me all ye that 
labour and are burthened, and I will refiresh you : 
Come, and I will give you rest, aavd ^"asfc^ ^sss^Sj^^ 
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unspeakable, for your souls, both in this world, and 
in the world to come." In individual cases, indeed, 
in personal attachments, there may be, as no doubt 
there are^ apparent exceptions : but even in these, 
a change of external circumstances will seldom fail 
to point out the fact, that the centre of attraction 
never lay in the heart (supposing it capable of having 
one) of the established form of Anglican religion. 
I will not, however, in this place, pursue the subject 
further, than merely by suggesting the foHowing 
question : inquiring what reason can be alleged, in 
proof of the assumption, that the poor ought to allow 
themselves to be guided by — ^that they ought to put 
faith in — as ** the pillar and ground of the Truth" — 
the Truth, ie., as distinct from all admixture of 
error — an institution, which, on its own shewing, 
may be (as in point of fact it is) acting all the while, 
as their most cruel, most dangerous, deceiver ; and 
this, not only on other points, but even in regard to 
the very Bible itself? 

Idle were it to reply, that the Church "hath 
authority in controversies of faith;" or to assert 
with Laud, for instance, that, although the Church 
{however represented) xnaLj be mistaken in her de- 
cisions, "she is," notwithstanding this, "to be obeyedJ^ 
For, how can obedience be hearty, how can it be 
acceptable, unless it be combined with/ai^? And 
how is it possible to ^^ have faith " in the Church, if 
it is laid down as a frindamental principle (nay, if it 
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be, in any degree, the faci)^ that the Church can 
mislead those, who would submit their belief to the 
form of her construction ? How could it be right 
for any one to assent to a proposition, which appeared 
to himself plainly contradictory to what he believed 
to be the truth, merely because an institution, calling 
itself the Church (but equally Kable with himself to 
be mistaken on the matter), had thought fit to lay it 
down, as true ? From the very nature of the case, 
he must have his doubts about it Faiih^ — ^mihesi- 
tating, unquestioning faitJiy — an absolute certainty 
that, whatever is believed, on the strength of such 
authority, to fe the truth, is the truth, were a thing 
simply impossible. 

And, again, granting the principle that the Churchy 
though in error, w to be obeyed; it is, evidently, a 
fiirther question, as to where the Church is to be 
found. For, how can any confederacy of men 
presume to claim to themselves the obedience (what- 
ever the amount of that may be), which is due to 
the Churchy merely in consequence of their own 
assertion, that they, forsooth, constitute that Church, 
which is to be obeyed ? Must not the question still 
remain to be determined, whether what they so assert 
of themselves is the truth ? And, after all, where is 
the authority to be foimd which is competent, with- 
out risk of error, to resolve so important a subject 
of inquiry? Clearly, not in the Church itself, 
wherever that may be, if it be liable ta &LL \s!&Rk 
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nistakes ; for, in that case, it might be mistaken on 
his, as well as on any oth£r point : nor yet, in ih& 
ndividual ; for he has much less reason to put faith 
n the accuracy of his own conclusions. It be- 
comes, on this principle, a matter of impossibility, 
3ven to discover that Church, to which obedience 

s due. 

In the foregoing pages, then, I have endeavoured 
bo shew you, how the principles of Anglicanism 
ivail, not only to cancel the Creed, but also to over- 
throw that Authority, on which alone, the belief of 
the inspiration of the sacred Canon of Holy Scrip- 
ture depends: — ^how they blend, and how they 
stand or fall, on the same level, and under the same 
circumstances, with those of unbelief in its wildest 
forms: and how, therefore, supposing them to be 
Bill that Christianity has to rest upon, the whole 
reUgion must ultimately dissolve itself, and disap- 
pear amongst the chaotic conftision of those human 
opinions, to which, in common with all other forms 
of religious belief, it is, (being such as AngKcanism 
would represent it) necessarily subject. 

You will, therefore, no longer be at a loss to un- 
derstand, how it happened, that I felt it impossible 
to maintain my position, where I was. For, if the 
Church can be mistaken in one point, there is 
clearly, no reason to shew, why it should not be 
niistaken throughout; or, why it should be said 
that It is mistaken here, but not mistaken there^^ 
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or, why it sbould not be as fairly considered to 
have erred in its compilation of Holy Scripture, 
and in the doctrine which it has sanctioned with 
respect to its divine inspiration, as in other mat- 
ters; or why, consequently, the views of those 
are wrong, who, either adhering to the religion, 
in some form or other, reject, in their regular 
gradations, a smaller or larger amount of the 
substance of its creed ; or who, when the whole has 
thus evaporated, have nothing dogmatic left, which 
they can regard as true, and are, consequently, 
obliged, as it were, to come before the world, with 
their fascinating theories of speculative philosophy, 
as representatives of the Pantheistic, or Atheistic, 
schools. In fact, if the principles of Anglicanism 
are those of Christianity, it would be very hard, 
nay, impossible, to prove, that the positions, occu- 
pied by each and all of these, are not fully justi- 
fied; or that Christianity itself must not be 
abandoned, to drift away piecemeal, over the wide 
ocean of unbelief, broken up into innumerable 
fragments — the sport of every gale — ^a total wr^ck 
— an irreparable ruin. In rescuing persons, there- 
fore, from the critical position in which they are 
thus placed, it ought not to be imagined, that the 
exertions used in their behalf are stimulated by any 
poor, paltry feeling of hostility towards that mise- 
rable plank, on which, like shipwrecked mariners, 
they are, for the moment, su^jportedi b\>l^ -^^sssa. 
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they are seen to have escaped from their peril, by 
means of the rope thrown to them for their de- 
liverance, they ought, rather, to be congratulated 
on their extrication from the jaws of that confrision 
and despair, into which the system on which they 
had been taught to lean, must inevitably sink, and 
in which it must, with its unfortunate and unhappy 
adherents, sooner or later, be inextricably over- 
whelmed. 

IL However, as, in saying this, I have been 
rather anticipating what will follow, in its proper 
order, by and bye; so am I naturally reminded 
that it is time to pass on, to the consideration of that 
other question, wherein the reason, with which I 
have expressed myself to the foregoing effect, is, 
more immediately, involved. Having now shewn 
you, why I did not — ^why I could not — " remain 
where I was," and thus satisfied, as I would hope, 
your first inquiry ; — I have, in the next place, to 
proceed to the statement of the reasons which 
guided my steps to the Catholic Church, to the 
exclusion of all other imaginable centres of attrac- 
tion. 

And here, in the outset, it may be well to notice 
the case of the Grreek, or Oriental, Communion, to 
which I have not, (excepting, of course, by neces- 
sary implication,) as yet alluded; inasmuch as it 
would seem to stand in a position, somewhat dif- 
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ferent to that, on which other Protestant associa- 
tions are found to rest 

And now, let us ask, what have we got liere^ 
Whati but a confederacy of men, professing them- 
selves, like the Anglican in the West, and like the 
Nestorian, the Monophysite, and other heretical 
communities, their neighbours in the East, to form 
a constituent portion of the Christian Church? 
And, let us ask again, what these gentry, (highly 
respectable in their way, as, no doubt, they are,) 
have to say for themselves ; what is the authority 
on which they ground their claim, and profess 
their Creed, and take their stand ? — Is it not, in an 
equal degree with that which appeared to prevail 
in the former cases, that of private, judgment 'f 
Have they not assumed, and acted throughout upon, 
the principle, that they are competent judges be- 
tween truth and error; and, that, by refusing to 
assent to those interpretations of the Creed to which 
they object, they can legitimately prevent the exhi- 
bition of such counteracting truths, as would other- 
wise be (and, in fact, are) necessary on the part of 
the Church, in order to the suppression of heresy, 
in forms previously imknown ? But, again ; from 
whence do they derive the right which they thus 
claim for themselves ? What better title have they 
to shew for its possession and exercise than such as 
the Anglican, Monophysite, or Nestorian commu- 
nities are able, in their turns, to exii5!cfe/\ '^V^ 
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are they one whit more likely to be infallible than 
tliese 1 Why should these be liable iofall into mis- 
takes, and they secured from the adoption of error ? 
What is the peculiar privil^e which they have to 
plead ? What is the sign of separation, which en- 
ables them to occupy a higher position in the 
field of dogmatic theology, than those can claim, 
who happen to differ from themselves in judg- 
ment ? What matters it, although they occupy Patri- 
archal thrones ; thrones once filled (be it remem- 
bered) by Arians, and others, who, in their day, 
adopted, and acted upon, a principle precisely 
similar, applied though it was to a different range of 
subject matter ? Why should I put any greater con- 
fidence in them nowy than that which I should have 
been warranted in reposing in the judgment of their 
predecessors, of heretical memory, in those vene- 
rable thrones ? Why are they less likely to be in 
error in their present rejection of the doctrine that 
the Holy Ghost proceedeth from the Son, as well as 
from the Father ; than were those predecessors of 
theirs, in their refusal to admit into the Creed the 
confession that the Son is consubstantial with the 
Father? To say that one of these formulae ex- 
presses what is essential to the faith, and that the 
other does not, is* nothing more than a mere begging 
of the question ; — and an opinion is thus asserted, 
the correctness of which, I, for one, am prepared 
not only to dispute, but also to deny. 
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For, indeed, let it be considered, what this rejec- 
tion of the "filioque" does, in fact, involve, and 
amount to; what the position is, to which, in its 
tiltimate and practical effects, these Easterns are, 
by this denial of theirs, reduced- 

In the first place, let it be demanded of them, 
wheth^, in Holy Scripture, the Church is not 
spoken of as — (whether, in point of fact, it be not) 
the "Body of Christ;" that visible "Body" in 
which He, invisibly, dwells ; that " Body," by and 
through, and in which, He now speaks to the world? 
Then, by denying, as they do, that the Holy Spirit 
proceedeth from the Son, do they not, by a neces- 
sary, inevitable, consequence, deny, a&o, that It 
dwelleth in, and proceedeth from, the Church — the 
Church, which is the mystical "Body" of that 
Eternal ** Son " — which is, in other words. Himself? 
Do they not, therefore, deny, likewise, the doctrine 
of the divine Inspiration, and, consequently, the 
Infallibility, of the Chiu*ch ? — a denial which ' is 
tantamount to a confession, that the Church can be 
mistaken in its decisions on matters of faith ; there 
being no other possible security for the absence of 
error from these, than the fact of their pronun- 
ciation, through His visible instruments, by Him 
who is, emphatically^ " the Spirit of Truth.^' 
Hence, by another process, this Eastern Communion 
is found in precisely the same predicament and 
position, as that, in which, as it has already been 
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shewn, the AngKcaii association is involved: in- 
asmuch as, in that denial^ which is equivalent to a 
confession of the fallibility of the Churchy is as- 
serted the very principle on which total infidelity 
is justified : in other words, here also is to be found 
a system of Atheism in disguise. 

Of what importance, then, is it to me to inquire ; 
nay, of what real benefit can it prove to any; 
whether their orders be valid, or not? Does Truth 
reside with them, merely because they happen to 
possess a legitimate episcopacy? How is it pos- 
sible for any amount of numerical strength, or of 
ecclesiastical dignity, to meddle with, or violate, the 
substance of Truth ? This remains, ever pure, ever 
perfect, in its own simple, undivided, indivisible, 
essence; whether it be believed, or disputed, by 
many, by few, or by none. Truth is a thing so 
much external to ourselves, as to be perfectly inde- 
pendent of the human will It cannot be inter- 
fered with, in its own organic unity, by any act of 
man. A process of calculation, therefore, as to the 
number, or the rank, of those, by whom anything 
is believed, or denied, will furnish no criterion by 
which to judge of the presence, or the absence, of 
the Truth. 

If the presence of an Episcopate, or even of 
Patriarchal thrones, in support of a given cause, 
were any security against erroneous decrees on 
matters of faith, tlien must we cancel the condem- 
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natkns passed oa every early heresj; smce these 
had, each, their mitred RokrSy hdd their CouncOsy 
and roled their respectiTe tenets to be true : and 
ye^ fiHT all this^ as is plain, it did not, therefore, 
fi3llofir that the Tiews which &ej Aus professed 
were correct In short, once recognize the Oriental 
CammmutT, as a constituent portion of the CatholK: 
Chorch, and yon wdonne to jonr bosom, on the 
san^ terms, the whoU range of heresy, to its most 
unlimited extent, since Toa cannot consistoitl j deny 
in one qnarter, what jon are read j to concede in 
another. And the principle, on which even the 
mildest form of heresr is based, being identical with 
that <^ total infidelity; it was for this reason, 
amongst others, that the Greek Communion had 
no attractions for me; that its theory and position 
had no impediment to offer, against my recc^ 
nitkm and acceptance of the Troth, elsewhere. 
For I could not but feel conyinced, that, whether 
I were to take up with the principles of dther 
the Andean, or the Greek, the result must, in 
both cases, be the same: and that the whole 
scheme of Christianity, as a Religion divinely 
ordained to conduct mankind with safety, through 
** things temporal" to " things eternal," must, 
equally, in the long run, fall through: — ^that, in 
neither case, could it be successfully maintained, or 
iq>hdd. 

While, with respect to the reason alleged by 



48 

these Eastern diyines, for their refasal to admit the 
term, to which they objected, into their Creed, viz. 
that, by a decree of the third CEcnmenical Council, 
the insertion of any farther ex|danations was pro- 
hibited ; this was, in fact, entirely irrelevant to the 
point before them, relating (as it did) to the case of 
privaie persons, who might presume to make such 
additions without authority. The absurdity, in- 
deed, of the construction thus put upon that decree, 
was clearly pointed out by Cardinal Julian, in his 
address to the Oriental Ecclesiastics, when present 
at the Council of Florence, in its sessions held at 
Eerrara : " for," said he, " the Holy Synod not 
only forbad any one to publish or trrfe, sed etiam 
ne aliud sentirey praeter fidem Nicsese expositam. 
Whence, if I ask you, whether you think that Grod 
is Eternal, and you answer in the affirmatiYe, ac- 
cording to your line of argument, any one might 
say that you had incurred anathema ; because that 
is not contained in the Creed, and, therefore, you 
ought not to think it." And, as an illustration of 
the ridiculous results, which have been produced by 
this crude, harsh, way of adhering to the letter of 
the ancient decrees of the Church, we may call to 
mind the case of those poor Laplanders, who, having 
no means of procuring subsistence, excepting by the 
snaring of game, were prohibited, by the "holy 
Synod of the Russian Church," under pain of 
heresy, from making use of that provision, which. 
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alone, their natiye skill enabled them thus to ob- 
tain; because the apostolic decree against the 
eating of blood, as recorded in the Acts of the 
Apostles, was held, by these eastern sages, to be 
still binding upon the conscience of the Church I 
Now, if guidance, such as ihis^ is to direct the 
fortunes of the Christian Sion ; if obedience can be 
properly claimed by those, from whose principles 
such absurdities ensue, then would it not be ex- 
cusable for all — nay, would it be possible for any 
one, not— to regard Christianity with disgust, as a 
superstition most grossly, most palpably, grotesque? 
Who is to entrust himself, and his highest and most 
important interests, to the management of such 
hands ? Why, your common sense would, as I 
know, recoil from the very idea. No. Let those 
Anglicans who will, cultivate, if they can, a friendly 
intercourse with the Greek schism. The attempt, 
which they would make, is not a new one. It has 
been tried before, and failed : and it vnU fail again ; 
the doctrines insisted upon, and rejected, by the 
respective parties, being what they are. Or, even 
if the experiment were to succeed ; is it not next to 
absurd to imagine, that such discordant elements 
could, for any long continuance, act in combination ; 
or be the better, while combined^ for jostling along 
in each other's company? , 

But here I am reminded that it is necessary 
to notice the theory of those who would maintain 
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that the Church is now to be looked upon, as 
broken up into three divisions, viz., the Greek, the 
Anglican, and the Roman; and that these three 
make up, together, the one Catholic Church. Now 
let this, for the sake of argument, be granted. Let 
us admit that the Church can be, and that it w, 
divided into sections, not communicating with each 
other, and holding contradictory views on matters 
of faith. Let us concede the fact that the Church 
does consist of three such parts ; nonrcommunica^ 
ing, reciprocally anatiiematizing — ^parts. Now, on 
this, my first inquiry is; if it can be so divided 
at one period of its history, why may it not have 
been similarly circumstanced at any preceding 
period? If it can, at this time, consist of three, 
why may it not also consist, or have consisted, of 
four, or five, or six such parts ? why not of a dozen ? 
or twenty ? or a hundred ? Nay ; why not of as 
many sections as there are Bishops ; still confining 
the Umits of the Church within the boundaries of 
Episcopal Communion: there being no reason as- 
signable, why a course which it were lawful for a 
hundred, or a thousand. Bishops to pursue, should 
not be equally lawful for fifty: and, if for fifty, 
why it should not, also, be lawful for twenty, for 
ten, or for five ? And if for five, why not for three, 
why not for two, or even for one ? — And this is a 
position, which, at once, legitimatizes every early 
heresy — ^nay, which deprives the Church of all 
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power of expelling heresy from its bosom: since 
heresy must then be regarded merely as that con- 
fession of the faith, which happens to obtain in a 
particular branch of the Church, contravening 
though it, unfortunately, may, the views of other 
portions of the same Church ; — ^with which, in con- 
sequence, inter-communication is suspended. How 
is it possible, on this ground, to prove that the 
Arians, and other heretics, ought not to be recog- 
nized as portions of the one Church? How is it 
possible to justify the fact of their excommuni- 
cation? 

Nay, more ; for, if the Greek, for instance, may 
deny the doctrine of the double procession, and yet 
remain within the Church ; why should not the 
denial of each of the other articles in the Creed, in 
succession, be allowed to continue, until, at last, (as 
we may imagine) an Atheist Bishop comes forward 
upon the scene, and proposes his doubts as to what 
is meant by " GodJ^ Of this, he will, perhaps, 
take his own view ; — a view which, it may be, has 
7i£^er been broached before^ and therefore never con- 
demned. He may be cut off, perhaps, from the com- 
munion of his brethren ; of whose injustice he com- 
plains, his pecuUar views having never been con- 
denmed before by the Church ; of which, he still, 
therefore, declares himself an "attached and con- 
sistent member." He laments his misfortune : he 

e2 
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'allies others around his standard : he perpetuates 
Jie Episcopal succession, which spreads far and 
vide— occupies territory — ^and is, on the ** Branch 
Dhurch Theory," — a portion of the Christian 
Dhurch. 

Thus it is that those words of our Lord are seen 
o have their force, when He said, that, " a king* 
lorn divided against itself is brought to desolation, 
aid cannot stand." For here you have the whole 
'ange of possible heresy, even to Pantheism, or 
^.theism, placed in a position to lay claim, without 
he possibility of a just refusal, to a home within 
he precincts of the Christian Church. Is it not 
)lain, that, whatever can be divided^ even into two 
eparate parts, can also, in the same way, be divided 
nto ten thousand ; can be pulverized to powder ; 
an be reduced to atoms ? Is it not evident, that 
Ivision is dissolution in its early stages: just as 
.eath commences when life begins ? and, that, there- 
ore, if the Church be capable of division at all, it 
rtust fall to pieces by the laws of inevitable neces- 
«y ; — ^it must vanish from sight ; — ^it must come to 
XI end ;— it must expu-e ? It matters not how long, 
.r how short, its preliminary course may be. Decay 
Old death enter into its constitution. From the 
^y first moment of its existence, it is liable to 
heu: destructive influence: and, when once a 
Uvision has actually taken place,— their work 
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is complete, their office fulfilled; — the Truth is 
gone. 

Hence it was, that, in the state of separation which 
subsisted between Israel and Judah, the Prophets 
who were sent to the former, addressed them- 
selves, not to the healing of the schism, but to the 
removal of moral evil; thus indicating to those, who 
had " eyes to see, and ears to hear, and a heart to un- 
derstand," that permanency was not a characteristic 
of the dispensation under which they fell. The 
existence of this divimny perpetuated as it was from 
age to age, furnished, in itself, an outward visible 
sign of the certain decay, and the approaching extinc- 
tion, of that elder Church. Constautiy and signifi- 
cantiy did it preach this most important truth, with 
an utterance as clear and distinct, as that, wherewith 
the Prophets deUvered the exhortations and warn- 
ings, which they were, in their turn, commis- 
sioned to proclaim. It had its office to fulfil, as 
well as they had iJieira ; in its character of a guaran- 
tee, that the whole system, in which it found a place, 
would one day surely come to an end ; instructing 
those, who would listen to its voice, to be ready to 
welcome tiiat enduring kingdom — ^the kingdom of 
the promised Messiah — ^for which it was thus pre- 
paring the way. 

For, indeed, the Church of Christ is one which, 
according to His own promise, shall last as long as 
the world shall endure. " The gates of hades are 
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not to prevail against tY." It cannot be destroyed : 
it caiinot be made to expire. And, consequently, 
it cannot be divided ; for, as we have already seen, 
extinction is the necessary consequence of division : 
so much so, indeed, that they may be regarded as 
equivalent terms ; precisely in the same way, that 
a human being, whether in his infancy, or in ex- 
treme old age, is, throughout, one and the same 
identical person. And, hence, they who maintain 
the theory that the AngUcan, Greek, and Roman 
branches make up, together, the Church Catholic, 
cannot stop here, even if they would ; for the fact 
of one division authorizes division ad infinitum — 
overthrows one of the articles of the Christian 
Faith, viz., that which declares that " of Christ's 
(visible) kingdom there shall be no end,^ — and 
ratifies the principle of " quot homines tot sen- 
tentias" — ^to any conceivable extent In other words, 
is it not plain, that here again is to be found, under 
another disguise, that same Atheistic principle which 
pervades the whole of that corrupt, and corrupting, 
mass of which the Anglican system is composed ? 

Having found, then, that the theories on which 
aU other systems, whether taken separately, or in 
combination, are based, must, in fact, involve the 
principle of, (if not practically develope into), com- 
plete infidelity ; and, there remaining but one form 
of reUgion, whose power of bearing up under the 
tremendous pressure of faith, was still to be ascer- 
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tained ; it was evident, at once, that, if the truth, 
as distinct from error, could Twt be met with, even 
there, this was a treasure, the abode and character of 
which, must be sought for, upon earth, in vain. For, 
clearly, it did not follow, that, because any conceiv- 
able number of religions were intrinsically hollow 
and unsound, the remaining one (whatever it might 
be), was one whit more durable in its substance than 
they. To prove that the truth could not be met 
with, excepting in the Catholic, t. e., the Roman, 
Church, was very far from demonstrating the fact 
of its being actually there. That this Church ad- 
vanced certain claims, to which other forms of reli- 
gion did not pretend, could be no evidence to me 
that those claims were souncL Although it had a 
distinct and consistent theory to produce, (and that 
the only one which could be produced at all,) it could 
not, beforehand, be taken for granted, but that the 
grounds on which that theory was constructed, 
would, under pressure, give way, even as all others 
had given way before. And, then, in that case, 
what could have been gained by an exchange ; by 
the substitution of one set of difficulties in the room 
of another; the relative proportions of which it 
might, also, have been impossible, with accuracy, 
to estimate? Or, even, allowing to the opposite 
party the most favourable side of the question, 
how could any one be justified in abandoning a 
heavier, for a Ughter, cross, if the former were, 
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indeed, the portion which Proyidence had se^i fit 
to lay upon him ? Nay, how were any one to be 
excused, who could be presumptuous enough to 
think, that any given system, which was good 
enough for thos^ who were immeasurably his supe* 
riors in acquirements of every description, was not 
good enough for him ? At what conceivable point 
in his life could he be justified in pMing up, and 
deciding for himself, that he had then arrived at 
that pitch of perfection which would qualify him to 
institute a comparison between the excellencies of 
his own religion, and such as were to be found in 
those of others; and to pronounce judgment^ ac- 
cordingly, on each, in their turn ? 

Under any circumstances, and at any point, the 
simple question which each man would siiU have to 
ask himself, is that which he is obliged to put to 
himself now, (whatever the amount of lus attain- 
ments, either moral or intellectual, may happen to 
he) ; remembering, as he must, that the answer is 
one which affects his condition, throughout the 
whole range of eternity. He would have to con- 
sider, not what the ingenuity of human thought could 
devise, as best; — not what man could wish for in his 
religion ; not even what he might feel to want ; — 
but, what, if any, were the Religion, which the 
great God of Heaven and Earth, the future Judge 
of quick and dead, had, in point of fact, been 
pleased to reveal for the universal acceptance of 
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mankind ? It might, indeed, be presmned before- 
hand, that this would be found to reflect, more 
or less, the excellencies of His greatness. His 
wisdom, and goodness ; — that it would be perfect in 
its theory, even as its Divine Author is perfect ; 
and that, thus, it would furnish its adlierents with 
an impregnable inteUectual position. It might, I 
say, be imagined beforehand, that it would have 
such external, as well as internal, signs of its reahty, 
as would enable men to know, for a certainty, that, 
in submitting themselves to its teaching, they were, 
assuredly, placed in possession of the Truth, and of 
nothing but the Truth; that its sanction of error 
was a thing absolutely impossible ; — ^impossible, not 
only in one period of the world, but always, even 
to the very end, by virtue of continual protection, 
to this eflect, divinely guaranteed. I say, this is no 
other than what might be expected, with regard to 
the provision which would, in all probabiUty, be 
made for His creatures, by One Who was believed 
to be infinitely great, and good, and wise. Has 
there, then, any such provision been actually made? 
Is there anything in the world, to be met with, at 
all corresponding with this idea ? It is quite clear 
that none of the religions, which we have as yet 
considered, do answer to this description ; but that 
they all stand on one conunon level ; — reducing each 
other, nay, reducing themselves, to one conamon 
state of evanescence, and of final extinction^ h-^ 



68 , 

the laws of inevitable necessity. And, moreover, 
their common object being to degrade all religions 
to their own position, so, with a desperate and un- 
tiring energy, will the force of their combined 
attack be, naturally, found to concentrate itself on 
that one, (whatever it may be,) which would seem 
to stand forth in inaccessible dignity and splendour, 
in strong and decided contrast with themselves, as 
the sole divinely-constituted channel of conununica- 
tion between God and man. 

What, then, can those united efforts of theirs 
effect on that object, of whose fair proportions we 
may, even now, be obtaining a glimpse ? Are they 
successful in their application here ? How is their 
cry fulfilled, wherein they exclaim, " Down with it, 
down with it, even to the ground ;" even to that 
abject, grovelling, condition, in which all earth-bom 
systems are doomed to be trodden under foot of 
men ? Who is She that looks forth in all the fresh- 
ness of Her vernal brightness, in all the purity of 
Her celestial beauty, as a Bride but newly come 
down from Heaven ; smiling in the serenity of Her 
unutterable calmness; and yet gazing down with 
all the fond compassion of a mother's anxious, heav- 
ing, breast, on those tumultuous rioters who dash 
themselves, impotent in their rage, against the base- 
ment of Her everlasting Throne ? Who is She, all 
radiant with light, beaming forth so gently, so 
sweetly, as it does, on those who may return that 
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tender glance of love from that " outer darkness" 
in which, in the bewildering inventions of earth, 
they are, even now, enveloped ? Ah 1 Why sittest 
Thou there, so majestic, so still, so awfiilly, so 
imperturbably, quiescent ; while the babbling fray 
goes on around Thee ; — while Thy name is blas- 
phemed ; Thy very existence perpetually assailed ; 
Thy doom and extinction repeatedly promised and 
decreed? Why? but because **the glory of the 
Lord doth fill Thee ;" His lustre is that which doth 
encompass Thee; and underneath Thee are the 
everlasting arms I For Thou art none other than 
the visible Power of God upon earth ; — ^the ftJfil- 
ment of the Incarnation of the Everliving Word; — 
even of Him, of whom the Holy Scriptures teach, 
that He was conceived of the Holy Ghost ; that He 
was bom of the Virgin Mary ; that He died upon 
the cross ; that He rose again, the third day, from 
the dead ; and that, in the sight of divers witnesses. 
He ascended up, with His five shining wounds, in 
a cloud of glory, into Heaven. 

Granting, then, that He was divinely sent from 
Heaven, to reveal the will of God to man, what 
were the special provisions which He made for 
carrying into effect that gracious design ? Do not the 
same Scriptures, (still viewed as merely historical 
documents,) tell us, that He chose twelve men, whom 
He denominated Apostles, to be, conjointly^ the 
foundations of His Church", tTaatii^ ^«eE^^<BajL\s^s>k 
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the world, invested with the same authority, where- 
with He had Himself been sent ; that He bomid 
them up together in one compact body ; into which 
all nations were to be gathered; with a definite 
form of constitution ; and with promises of His own 
unfailing presence and support ; all of which were 
to last and hold good, even till the end of the world, 
and which, consequently, were not to cease with 
their own personal lives? And, did He not, 
among these promises of His, include one to this 
effect, viz., that He would send upon His Church 
the Holy " Spirit of Truth ;" — not to be toitJidravm 
again after its bestowal, but to " abide with," and in, 
His Church, for ever ; — and that, for this especial 
purpose, " to guide it into all the Truth ;" — ^to be its 
Instructor in the details of that divine wisdom, which 
was comprehended in what fell from His sacred 
lips ; — ^to be its Teacher, not only in one thing, or in 
one class of doctrines — (in " essentials,^ as some peo- 
ple would, according to their own opinions, imagine, 
or define, these to be) — ^but in everything, even to 
the minutest points of Christian Faith. For, the 
promise expressly embraced " all things," (i. e. all 
conceivable particulars involved in the Teaching 
of our Lord); — and thus applied to every single 
article of Divine Truth which might come before 
the Church, through all future times ; securing it 
always, and permanently, and universally, against 
the adoption, or promulgation, of the slightest 
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amount of error. Is it not as plain as words can 
make it, that Infallibility in the Science of Eternal 
Wisdom was a special gift reserved for, and actually 
bestowed upon, the Church; a gift which was to be 
a portion of Her dowry ^r ever? 

As, then, in accordance with the requirements of 
human need, and with the previous anticipations, 
consequently formed, of the character of the corres- 
ponding supply, we obtain an idea of what the Church 
would probably be ; so here we have a promise re- 
corded, as having been ftdly given by Him who rose 
from the dead, and ascended visibly into Heaven, 
to the effect that so it should be. We find that the 
Church which He came to establish, the Church of 
which Holy Scripture speaks, was to be, by virtue 
of His indwelling Spirit, exempted for ever from all 
possible Uabihty of defining anything whatsoever as 
an article of faith, save in the most strict and per- 
fect accordance with absolute and simple Truth. 
Such, then, is the description given of the Church by 
the Holy Scriptures ; regarding these, merely as an 
authentic record of the facts which they relate ; and 
apart from any idea of their beingdocuments inspired. 

Strange, indeed, would it have been for the 
Church not to be infallible, if it be what it is de- 
scribed as being — viz., the mystical Body of Christ; 
the Tabernacle in which He would come to dwell 
among men, and guide to salvation those whom, 
by the sacrifice of Himself upon the cross, He had^ 
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once for all, redeemed! Nay: were it not wefl 
nigh blasphemy to assert of the Church— the Body 
of Christ— the abode of the SpirU of Truth— iiie 
Instrument which He makes use of to speak to the 
world— that it could, by possibility, rule that any 
statement of doctrine, intrinsically /aZ«e, was to be 

behoved as true ? 

So, then, the Church of the Scriptures, the 
Church of Christ, the Church of God, if it still 
exists at aU (and it was to last, as we know, till the 
world itself shall be destroyed), is an infallible 
Church. And, therefore, as surely as there is a God 
in Heaven, so surely do I know that I can trust 
myself to Her, through whom He has determined 
to declare His will to me, and to all mankind ; with 
the fullest assurance, that she neither willy nor can^ 
be mistaken, in any portion whatever, of the doctrine 
which she holds, and inculcates, as tnie. 

And this, again, points out the necessity for the 
unity of the Chiu'ch ; and demonstrates that it can- 
not, by possibiUty, be divided. For, if contradictory 
statements on doctrinal subjects could exist within 
it: then would the Holy Spirit, of necessity, con- 
tradict Himself; and, on one side or other, be up- 
holding what is false. But, here, once more, is due 
provision made ; and notice of such provision is in- 
volved, and given, in that Prayer which was offered 
up by Him, (the expression of whose " Will ^ is 
equivalent to its accomplishment,) wherein He 
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prayed, that His Church might " be oney" always 
one^ as indivisibly one with, and in, Himself, as He 
is inseparably one with the Eternal Father ; — ^that 
the members of His Church might themselves be 
perfected^ through being one ; and that the external 

world" might thus be brought to " know," and 
feel, that He Himself had " come from God," and 
that His " brethren " in the visible unity of His 
visible Church, were the special objects of His 
Father's care and love. 

Seeing, then, that the visible Church of Christ 
was to be a permanent Institution, permanently 
infallible^ and indissolubly one, the main ques- 
tion which lay before us in the outset, (viz., 
whether the Truth were certainly ascertainable, or 
no), may now be considered as disposed of. All 
that remains is, simply, to find the Church: for, 
when this is found, being what it is, every want, in 
this respect, is at once suppUed. For herein, as it 
is plain, the Truth does for ever abide — the Truth 
— ^and nothing but the Truth — divinely secured, 
as it is, from all possible impregnation of error. 

As a matter of course, then, my next inquiry will 
be : what religious body can be found, claiming for 
itself the prerogatives attached to that one, insepa- 
rable, indestructible, infaUible, Church, of which 
Holy Scripture speaks ? It is plain that this is not 
discoverable in any one of those quarters, of which I 
have already spoken at length. Perish, the im.- 
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worthy, the profane, imagination, that infallibility 
and infidelity can, in the remotest degree, claim 
affinity or alliance 1 No : those concretions of un- 
belief, which either Orientalism, or Anglicanism, 
present, do not dare to contaminate by the touch of 
their rude irreverent hands, the high prerogatives 
which appertain to the immaculate Spouse of Christ 
In such quarters, these are only derided, mocked at, 
rejected, in a manner resembling that, in which the 
Jews treated Him, by Whom they were bestowed on 
Her ; while those who thus venture to scoff, quail 
and cower (at the same time), like those miserable 
caitiffs, before the majesty, and awfulness, of the 
Presence of that Truth, which they so presume to 
blaspheme. 

And, can it be necessary to say, where we have 
now, at length, arrived ? For, is it not evident to 
all, that, with a voice like that of many waters, 
gushing forth in torrents from the midst of the 
Throne of God, for the healing of the nations of 
the earth, and heard echoing loudly from one end 
of the earth even to the other, there is an Insti- 
tution, ever claimuig for itself, ever vindicating the 
justice with which it claims, the possession of all 
those attributes, which Holy Scripture assigns to 
the imperishable Church of the Living God ? Is 
this Institution, then, really the Church for which 
we have sought elsewhere in vain ? Are there any 
otier eatemal marks, described m HoV^ S^cxvgitos:^^ 
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as characteristics of the one, only, infallible, Church? 
Let us be quite sure that we are not mistaken^ even 
here. Let us look again at the outward mould, into 
which the visible constitution of the visible Church 
was cast. Let us examine into the form of its 
charter. Being, as it is, a body corporate, divinely 
constituted, and of permanent duration, we shall, of 
course, find its organic structure preserved, intact, 
throughout ; — ^while the extent of its working ma-- 
chinery will be either enlarged, or curtailed, accord- 
ing to the increase, or the contraction, of its 
dimensions. Hence, whether we take a view of it, 
at one period of its existence, or at another, it 
matters not The same powers will ever be found 
energizing within it ; with more or less intensity, 
according as the pressure of external demands 
upon them, may have tended, at any given time, to 
bring them into play. And yet the tendency of 
the whole movement will, likewise, be found to 
have been continuaJly contributing to, and ^a- 
vitating towards, that final state of perfection 
and knowledge, into which the Church is to pass, 
when its allotted period of labour is completed; 
for, " the path of the just is as a shining Hght, 
shining more and more unto the perfect day." 

Let us inquire, then, whether any, and (if so) 
what, provisipn was made in the organic fi-ame- 
work of the Church, for the purpose of kee^in^ it 
visibly together, and conso\ida&c^g^ \\.% \jaa5^ecN5^ \s^ 
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one compact, indissoluble body, eveD until the end 
of time? Let us go back, at oaee, to its first oran- 
mencement; and fix our eyes on its Divine Founder 
while engaged in the work of its construction. 
Do we^find Him describing it, under the 
appellation of a kingdom ; — a kingdom which He 
calls His own ; — a kingdom, to be governed, as He 
says, in His absence, by the collective occupants of 
the ApostoUc Thrones ? — ^And of these, although 
there were, iheuy no more than ** twelve^ yet, in 
that complete number^ was represented, as in a 
figure, the whole body of the Apostolate, even till 
the end of the world ; just as the ^itire body of 
the Christian Church was signified, in the mystical 
expression which He employed, when speaking of 
t^ under the symbol of the ^^ twelve tribes of Israel'' 
Neither is there anything to imply that the order 
in which the Apostolic college was then intemaUj/ 
arranged, was afterwards to be broken through; 
even though the number of its thrones should be 
multiphed to an unlimited extoit, in proportion to 
the expansion of the Church over which they were 
set The order, then, of the relative position of its 
cliief governors towards each other, was, in the 
first instance^ so r^ulated, in omformity with 
the very plan and essence of its construction, 
that the divine arrangement, in this respect, as 
prescribed by its original Framer, was to admit of 
JH? sfi&sequeni mteffertne$ ; but was, aa ^ xs^a^^Kx ^^ 
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course, to be as permanent as the Institution itself^ 
to which it appertained? What the first twelve 
Apostles received from Him, was not for their 
own personal heneSt, or aggrandizement; — did not, 
in any sense, belong to theniy and so cease and 
determine with their own lives. No : they were 
merely " servants," holding their respective places 
in their Lord's household, as He saw fit to assign 
these to each ; — " occupying, till He came " to call 
them to their personal account, and to cause others 
to succeed to their vacant room. 

The question, then, before us, will be this : whe- 
ther these Apostles were all on the same level of 
official dignity; each having his own province to 
govern, his own department to overlook, indepen- 
dently of all the rest : or, whether there were any 
visible bond of union given them, by which the 
unity of the whole fabric of the household, wherein 
they had to serve, was to be perpetually secured ? 

Now, in choosing these, the first representatives 
of the whole Apostolic order, and appointing them 
to their respective offices in His Church, is it not 
evidenty that our Lord took one out of their number, 
and set Aim, (in some respects, at all events,) over 
the rest ; conferring upon him the style and dignity 
of their Primate, — " Upwros ^.i^Kovy^ — " the first, 
Simon * ?" This was the order observed, in the 

♦ Matt. X. ^. 
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internal arrangement of the Apostolic Hierarchy ; — 
thisy the appearance which it would^ in consequence, 
retain, and ever afterwards continue to exhibit, 
both inwardly towards itself and the Church, and 
outwardly towards the world : — viz. as being one, 
undivided, assemblage of governing rulers, with 
their one Primate at their head ; — ^the former re- 
presented in the persons of the eleven ; — ^the latter 
in the person of their Primus, Peter. 

You will observe that I am not now concerned 
to specify, in what the peculiar functions of the 
office entrusted to his care consisted. What I mean 
to say is merely this; that, if Christ's ^^ kingdom" 
has not come to an end, nor, consequently, ceased 
to have presiding governors, in accordance with the 
plan laid down in His original design, then, amongst 
these "governors," there cannot but be onCy who 
fills the place which Peter held ; and, who is, there- 
fore, (as he was himself, and whatever it implies or 
involves,) in point of fact, and by dimnely-'con'- 
stituted righty their universal Primate. 

This, then, may be taken, as the most con- 
spicuous, extemaly note of that Church, to which 
the promises of Christ were made. " Ubi Petrus," 
i. e. ubi cathedra Petri — " ibi Ecclesia." — There 
is the Church; the one, infallible, indestructible. 
Church; which our Lord Himself established 
amongst mankind : or, in other words, (and stating 
^Ae same proposition conversely,') N^lietevet ^^ 
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office which Peter filled is not tohe found ; — ^the one 
chair^ L e. of the one Primate of the whole Apostolic 
order; — ^wherever there is an Episcopate not pre- 
sided over by the one common Head of the entire 
body; — ^there the one infallible Church of Christ 
does not exut: otherwise there would be two 
Churches ; and^ if two^ then, as a matter of course, 
an infinite number of Churches ; which (if there 
be a Church at all) is a thing simply impossible 
Certainly, if the institution of the Apostolate (L e. 
in other words, of the Episcopate,) was divine, 
and intended to be permanent, that of the Primacy 
could not have been less so. 

It may, also, be farther remarked, that, as, when 
our Lord addressed His Apostles collectively. He 
addressed, in themselves as its representatives, the 
whole of their order y even till the end of the world ; 
— so, likewise, in what He said to St Peter, in his 
character as Primatey His words, having relation to 
the office which he held, and not to himself personaUyy 
appHed to its fiiture occupantSy in their consecutive 
order, as fully as they belonged to him, who was 
chosen to be ^e first of that saintly line. 

To him, on his introduction to our Blessed Lord, 
the latter at once revealed his fixture destination, 
and the character of the position, in which he was 
subsequently to be placed in His Church, addressing 
him thus; " Thou art Simon \3aa ^oTL^S.^<OTa»\ *^^nv 
sbalt be called Cephas, wMc\l \s,\rj Voiusr^^^^*'^^^' 
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a stone, or Peter *," — a Syro-Chaldaic appellation, 
which the learned translate, (not by the Latin word 
" lapis," a stone, but) by ^^rupes," a rock. Again, 
it is to be observed, that, in the New Testament, the 
verb ^^to be called^^ is generally, if not always, eqtii- 
valent to the verb ^^ to be.^ Thus, when it is said 
of the Holy Baptist; "Thou shalt be called the 
Prophet of the Highest," it is, as if it had been 
written, " Thou shalt be the Prophet......." So, 

again, " Every male that openeth the womb shall 
be called, (i. e. shall be,) holy unto the Lord." And 
many similar instances there are, which might be 
named, if these were not suflBcient as a specimen : — 
and from them we may gather, that when St Peter 
was told, " Thou shalt be called Cephas, — a, Rock," 
it was, as if it had been said to him, " Thou shalt be 
a Rock ;" the explanation of which term, so myste- 
riously applied, the course of subsequent events 
would, naturally, be expected to imfold. 

In due time, the prediction was accordingly ftj- 
fiUed : for St. Peter, on his confession of the true 
feith, specially "revealed" to him, as it was, fix)m 
Heaven, thus received the gift of his new title, and, 
together with it, his appointment to the place of 
dignity to which he had been predestinated. " I say 
mito thee," no longer that " thou shalt be," but that, 
" I now actually confer upon thee, and instal thee 

♦ Jobn, i. 42. 
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in, the oflBce for which thou wast previously de- 
signed: and, therefore^ that, from this day forth. 
Thou art Jltrpos — Cephas-^Rupes — a Rock: — 
and upon this Rock I will build My Church, against 
which the gates of hell shall not prevail*." Our 
Lord, then, like a wise master-builder, founded 
His House, His Church, upon what He described 
as a Rock, in the Primate, as Primate, of the Apos^ 
toUc CoUege ; hereby signifying, that the object and 
advantage of Peter's oflSce to the Church, would be 
such, as could only be fitly represented by the 
strength and solidity, which a foundation of that 
hard, impenetrable, imperishable, substance, is ever 
calculated to afford. 

In Peter, then, and his successors in that Prima- 
tial Throne, which our Lord thus set up within 
His Church, was its whole edifice to be mortised, 
consoUdated, rivetted, and united, as in one com- 
mon, immoveable, indestructible base. Bv this were 
its materials to be permanently held together. Here 
was the fdl(»nmi placed, which should never give 
way under the exceeding pressure of faith ; nor yet 
under any amount of pressure of any other kind, to 
the force of which, it could, by possibihty, become 
exposed. Here was the Rock fixed, against which 
the tumultuous surge of human passions, intellect, 
and unbelief, were to precipitate the violence of 

* Matt. xvV. \^. 
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their united farj in yain : for here was a material, 
so firm, so imperishable, so impregnable;, and laid 
so deep (even in the will of Him Who npholdeth 
in its sphere the whole earth itself — that earth 
which He created out of nothing and which He 
will, one day, again destroy,) that it would surviye 
the shock of each successiye billow, and abide, 
as at the first, the enduring foundation of God's 
everlasting Church, inciqpable of being moved^ or 
shaken, at any time. 

And because the foundation was so firm and 
secure, therefore also the Church itself, the super- 
structure raised upon it, could never disappear; 
the " gates of hell " — ^the powers of hades—were 
never to "prevaQ against it" 

Now, in order to understand how this arrange^ 
ment operates in its practical application, we may 
take any other theory, which imagination can sug- 
gest, with respect to the visible basis of the visible 
Church; and then see, how, when 90 constructed, 
the Church will, as infallibly, fall through, and dis- 
appear ; even as though it were a mere quicksand, 
upon which it stood. 

Instead of the one, universal. Primacy, sub- 
stitute, for instance, (if you will,) the five Patri- 
archs of ancient times : and what will become of 
the Church, when, in their opinions, they are 
found to be at variance one with another ? Who 
could, in thai cas^ determine, which of them held 
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the Truth, and which had fallen into error ? The 
Church itself, on this theory, at once divides; 
and, in dividing, it becomes incompetent to act ; it 
ceases to retain its character as " the Pillar and 
ground of the Truth." It becomes so invisible, 
that no one could, with any certainty, recognise 
its presence. For all practical purposes, it disap- 
pears from sight: the gates of hell do prevail 
against it 

So, in like maimer, if you take the Episcopal 
body, as the fotmdation of the Church, without 
any special regard to the necessity for its visible 
unity under its one visible Primate; — ^here, also, 
divisions on matters of faith will, of necessity, 
arise : and, if the Episcopate thus divides, as it has 
done, and must always do, (unless each of its 
members be infallible, which it were an absurdity 
to suppose,) then, again, the same restdt ensues, as 
before. 

In fact, on any other supposition, it will be found 
impossible to ascertain, in cases of internal dissension 
in the Church, which of the conflicting parties is 
competent, or to know that either of them is com- 
petent, to decide, for the other, with absolute 
certainty of being right, on the subject-matter of 
fiadth in dispute. And, consequently, it will be 
impossible, on any conceivable occasion, or at any 
time in the whole history of the Church, satis- 
factorily to obtain a clear knowledge as to what 
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is the Truth, or where the tme Chiurek is to be 
foimd. 

Whereas, if the Prtmaey be, (as our Lord designed 
that it should be,) the kejstxMie — the substratum — 
the immoveable centre, of His endniing Church, 
then it will not signify what the fortunes, or what the 
length of the radios, of that Chnrch, may ever 
happen to be, or have^ at any time, been : for the 
Church, when resting upon thisy and linked t(^e* 
ther in one compact, indissoluble communicating^ 
mass — (however large, or however small, that mass 
may be) — is seen to be so firmly upheld by the 
strraigth of that dwijiely-canatituted, dimnely-vup' 
ported, power, that it would be as impossible for 
the Church, in ijm connexion, to vanish, and ex- 
pire, as it would be for God Himself to die. 

You will observe, that I am not now testing 
the accuracy and soundness of this theory : I am 
merely pointing out the fact that there is no other 
which can possibly furnish, as this does, a per- 
manent security against the extinction of the 
Church : and that every other, which can be devised, 
will be found to sink, beneath the weight which it 
has to bear, and its substance to break up into 
fragments innumerable, as soon as it has to encounter 
the force of trials, and difficulties, and attacks, either 
from within, or jfrom without 

It would seem, then, that if our Lord had in 
view the object of perpetuating the existence of 
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His visible Church, He could not have secured it 
so well — (nay, perhaps, not at all, as far as human 
capacity can enable us to judge), — ^by any other 
method than that, which He did, in point of fact, 
adopt ; when He annexed it, inseparably, for ever, 
to the chair of its universal Primate ; and, thus, 
made him the visible centre of its visible unity. 
By the boundary of hia Communion, an intelligible, 
and easily discernible, limit is described, within 
which (such is its elasticity), every nation and 
language is able to find a home; and, therefore, 
the whole character of the Institution is most en- 
tirely CathoKc, providing, as it does, for every 
one, without exception, the same refuge, the same 
reception, the same instruction, the same Truth, 
the same securities, the same helps, on the same 
imvarying terms of tenderness, forgiveness, grace, 
and love. 

Within that Communion, also, every Bishop is, 
evidently, one with Peter ; — ^is, as it were, " the 
shadow of Peter passing by," — ^that wonderful 
shadow, in which, from the first, a mysterious, un- 
earthly, power, was felt to reside : because ihere^ 
reflected in each, is Peter's office^ the Primacy, the 
Presidential chair, which he was, first of all, called 
upon to fill : and it is, surely, needless to demon- 
strate, where that office still exists, or where alone 
his present, or his past, representatives, in their 
oonsecutive inheritance of its sublime prerogatives, 
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„ to be looked for, and fomkL For, does nol Ae 
Toice of aiitiqaity;-do not Ae recorfs of h»- 
tory, ecclesiastical or profane, from the eaifi^ 
period of Christiamtynntil the present, beades ^ 
ooomioii c€fS3Bast of mankind;— do not these, aU 
ofife, point, with no nncertain hand, to Ae J%pe, 
for Ae time being, as Ae heir and possessoar of 
those ri^ts and obBgatiOTS (whatever they may 
be) which are amnected wiA Ae chair, where 
Peter once, in perscoi, sat ? 

What more, thai, can be wanted to convince 
Ae inqnffer after TmA, that he has^ at kngA, 
arrived at the termination ci his weary, anxions 
pilgrimage ; and that, as, in Ae earlier stages of his 
progressi, he learnt that the Chnrdi of Christ (whert" 
ener it might he) was an infaUible Clmrch; so hcie 
he has at last discovered the lengA and breadth, 
the accnrate dimenidons, of Ae Institatian, whkA 
he has since been seddng; and, in the person of St. 
Peter^s snccessor, beholds Ae divinely appoinUd 
Pnmate; in visible and active conmranion wiA 
whom, that Chnrch is ever to be kept, permanently, 
nweparably, one; — so Aat, beyond Ae limits of 
Aat Commimion, there is no sach t&tn^ as a Ckurth; 
no person who can pos^ly execute the fonctions ik 
a Bishop, or of a Priest, of tfc Churtshy ai aO. 

Now, it is plain, that Ae view thns taken, is 
commensurate with that which is contemplated by 
Ae Aeory of the Boman Church, when carried 
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even to its fuUeat extent For, if the Church of 
Christ be iJiat^ and that onlyy which is presided 
over by the one occupant of St. Peter's chair ; — ^if 
there be no Church, but that which is in communion 
with its one divinely appointed Primate ; then it is 
evident, that he himself being the one to exercise, 
wiihont restrictioriy the authority with which he is 
entrusted, so likewise must it be the correlative 
duty of all who would belong to, and be found 
within, the Church, to submit themselves to the 
rule and guidance of his Paternal sway. Can it 
be fitting, — ^nay, can it be excusable, — ^for children 
to leave their father's table, and revise to eat and 
drink any longer at his board, excepting on their ovm 
termsy because they happen to think that he ex- 
ceeds the limits of his jurisdiction over them? If 
inferiors could, in such instances, be so easily and 
readily suppKed with an excuse for their refusal to 
obey, excepting when they pleased, would there 
not, as a matter of course, be an end to every 
thing in the shape of obedience ? And, therefore, 
perhaps, it is, that, although the functions apper- 
taining to the Primacy are to be found described in 
Holy Scripture, yet their scope is exhibited in such 
general terms^ that the discretionary power , which is, 
in each particular case, reserved to that august 
authority, would seem to be, altogether, unlimited. 
Thus, in the passage, which speaks of the keys of 
the kingdom of Heaven being lodged in the Pri- 
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mate's hands, there are no conditioiis attached to 
their use^ no limitations assigned to the power thus 
conferred. On the contrary, this is consigned into 
his hands, without any reservation whatever, en- 
abling him, without reference to any human au- 
thority, to open and to close, at will, the doors 
of the Church upon earth, which is the vestibule 
of that in Heaven. These he is empowered to 
opeii, or to close, at will, either inmiediately by 
himself, or mediately, and by consent implied or 
expressed, through the agency of his coadjutors, 
the Priests and Bishops, commimicating with him, 
as their common Primate, and visible Head. By 
virtue of this intimate union, which thus pre- 
vails amongst them, what they thus do, I^eter 
does, by Hiem. To him, and to themselves, as 
being incorporated with him, belong those mighty 
*^ keys," which they thus employ. And, herein, do 
the language of the Fathers, and the words of Holy 
Scripture, find their terms of agreement, when 
asserting, (as many of the former do,) the common 
interest of, and participation by, aU the Church, in 
the prerogatives attached to Peter's chau-. 

To him, moreover, they are instructed to look, 
as the divinely ordained oracle and confessor of that 
:rrutk, which, being, first of all, revealed by divine 
mspiration to Peter, was afterwards inseparably 
tK>und up with the ojlce which Peter filled. And, 
Lxi this way it is, that tfene Primate, as being infaUi^ 
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bk, and, therefore, imparting that infallibilit j to the 
Church adhermg to himself, appears to be, more 
espedaUy^ the i2oc£, on which that Church may 
securelj rest, in confident and undoubting faith. 
For, as the faith and Peter were inseparably joined 
together, by Power Divine; — so this was an ar- 
rangement, which would appear to be no more than 
necessary, in order to his becoming the Rock, on 
which the Church should for ever be able to repose. 
For, if it were not so, see what would follow. 
First of all, the Primate's decision, on a matter of 
faith, might not be the true one : and a portion of 
the Church opposed to him, might, consequently, 
be right. At the Pope's requisition, they might 
refiise to give way. He proceeds, perhaps, to ex- 
tremities, and excommunicates them ; being, all the 
while, in error himself. And, theuy there must 
either be one Church, and that, evidently, 2l fallible 
Church, if you cling to the Primate ; or else, you 
get the Church in two, separate, non-communi- 
cating, detachments; and, so, as has been already 
seen, the Church becomes impotent, and the whole 
faith is lost in the vortex of individual opinion. 
Either, then, the Pope is infallible, as Primate of 
the Church ; or there is no definite Creed, no infal- 
lible Church; — no Truth — ^no Church, at aU. But, 
since the visible Church, and, with it, the infalUble 
Truth, was to abide ^^for ever;^ therefore the Pope 
must needs he infallible. And, consequently, what 
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he defines to be heresy, i8 heresy : and they onlyj 
who are in his communion^ are within the Church. 

But, besides these pre*ogativeSy which would 
naturally operate, if it may be so said, eentrijugalbf, 
as tending to the detachment, and expulsion, of 
error from the Church— opening and shutting the 
passages of egress and ingress which diverge from, 
as well as conducttowards. Her consecrated pastures; 
so there are, likewise, certain Amotions annexed to 
the Primacy, which bear more peculiarly on the 
treatment of those, who are happy, and content, 
loithin Her peaceful enclosures. And these are, 
naturally, more particularly noticed by St John» 
whose Gospel was especially designed for the use of 
the interior of the household of Christ Thus, while 
St Matthew speaks of the indestructible character 
of the Church, in reference (as it would seem) to 
external attacks, or internal rebellion; St John's 
part it is to dwell upon the duties of its chief earthly 
Pastor's care, in and towards the Church itself — 
the nurture, viz., and the superintendence, of Christ's 
chosen Hock. 

Thus, in the charge confided to St Peter by 
our Lord after His resurrection, as it is recorded by 
St John*, we find that each branch of the Pastoral 
care is contemplated. For, first, He commits to 
the Primate of His Church, the perpetual care of 

♦ John, xxi. 16 — ^17, 
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His lanAs : — ** Feed my Lambs ;"— Provide them 
with pasture. In the next place. He no longer says 
^* Feed," (as the English Translation has it) but 
*'^ Iloifiauf€ " — " Superintend^ My sheep ;" — i. e. guide, 
watch over, defend, govern, t/uim: for the superinr 
tendence of a flock, necessarily involves all this. And, 
then, as at first, He entrusts His sheep, also, to be 
fed ; — ^to be provided with pasture ; — and thus con- 
signs the custody of His entire Church, for ever, to 
its universal Primate's hands. 

If, then, all this be so ; if to the Primacy is divinely 
attached, without any expressed restriction what- 
ever, the charge of nurturing^ and of superintending, 
the whole Household of Faith ; — ^together with that 
of admitting to, and expelling from, the Church, as 
well on doctrinal as on other grounds, those who 
may so deserve ; — ^where, it may be asked, is the 
line to be drawn, and who is to he the one to draw it, 
between what are sometimes called, by way, per- 
haps, of exemplifying a distinction without a differ- 
ence, the Primacy y and the Supremacy? If the 
Primate is left free, as is clearly the case, to exercise 
his power, in each particular instance, as chief 
universal earthly Pastor, according to his own dis- 
cretion ; what can it matter, whether he be called, 
Primus, or Supremus? It could not be supposed, 
that he would feel himself boimd, on all occasions, 
to observe one rigid line of practice : but^ whenever 
be is seen to be engaged in adjiai^^X^) ^"^ ^sss^^&ss.^ 

Ok 
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from, the Church ; — ^in propounding decrees on mat- 
ters of faith ; — or in regulating the Church's internal 
affairs, he is, evidently, doing no more than fulfilling 
his office, in his character, as its Primate : and, as 
was before observed, if the executive authority rests 
with Aim, the corresponding duty of obedience to 
that authority, is equally incumbent upon the other 
members of the ChurcL Subordinates are not to 
usurp the office of their divinely-appointed ruler: 
neither can the sheep grasp hold of the shepherd's 
staff. 

Now, in speaking thus, it must not be imagined 

that I am unmindfiil of the objections, which can be 

urged, against the fact, that the constitution of the 

Church is such, as I have here described it to be. 

And these objections it would certainly be desirable 

to take into the account, if possible : although it is, 

at the same time (and whether the earlier Fathers 

of the Church understood it, or no), nevertheless, 

the fact, that the theory to which they are opposed, 

is the only consistent, the only sohd one, which can 

either be conceived of, or which Christianity has to 

offer : so that, if this be not allowed to stand — 

nay, rather, if it cannot maintain its own ground 

for itself---{smce Truth courts no favours, seeks no 

concessions, but is the austere, inflexible, judge of 

all) — then the entire fabric of Christianity is, at once, 

overthrown, as an intellectual system ; — ^is reduced to 

the condition of a mere fabrication, in common with 
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all other religious compositions; — and falls, like 
them^ prostrate upon the earth, a toy for the Infidel, 
a tool for the knave. 

But, it being manifestly impossible to go through 
these objections in detaily without inconveniendy 
prolonging my present remarks, I will confine my- 
self to those, which appear more especially de- 
serving of attention ; and, without entering into a 
repetition of historical matter, for the reason which 
I have just stated, I will merely make the principal 
difficulties which they would seem to present, the 
inmiediate subjects for consideration. 

How, for example, (it is asked in some quarters,) 
can the doctrine of the Papal Supremacy be re- 
conciled with the language and conduct of many of 
the early Fathers, who are enrolled among the 
Saints canonized by the Church, and to whom it 
would appear to have been almost, if not altogether, 
unknown, either as a speculative, or a practical, 
proposition ? Do they not speak of the Primacy, 
when recognizing the fact of its existence, rather as 
the result of an ecclesiastical arrangement, than 9s 
an office divinely ordained ;^attributing its origin 
sometimes to one cause, and sometimes to another ; 
sometimes speaking of it, as though it had arisen 
out of the temporal splendour of the Imperial City; 
sometimes, as though it were subject to the super- 
vision and control of the assembled Church ; or, 

G 2 
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eren^ as if individual bishops might sustain^ tdthoot 
forfeiture of salvation, or expulsion from ibe C9iiirch> 
the weight of its anathema ? hock at the opposition 
marshalled against the recognition of the daiois 
which it advanced, in various provinces and ages 
of the Church. Look at the remonstrances urged; 
apparently with a similar object in view, by many 
of Her most devoted sons : and then say, would 
they so have acted, would they so have argued 
and thought, if those clauns had been valid and 
sound? If the Pope was the divinely ordamed 
centre of unity, the infaUible oracle of the Catholic 
Faith, the perpetual guardian and guide of the 
whole body of the faithful upon earth, *• would 
they not have known it ?" Would they not have 
shaped thdr conduct accordingly, and in a mann^ 
widely different from that, which they seem to have 
ptirsued? Why should we believe thai to be true^ 
which they did not understand to be so? Why 
should we submit to an authority, the existence of 
which, in its present aspect, they seem to have 
completely ignored ? : . 

Now, here, there are several things to be oV 
served. In the first place, the fact of a considerable 
degree of opposition having been exhibited, is utterly 
inadequate as a proof that the superintending and 
controlling power, against which it may have been 
directed, was noU in all its fuUnos^ really and legi^ 
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tiim€6iely th^^ : otherwise, would numi/ other doc- 
teiikeft of the; &itfa, once coutroverted, or even xe- 
jected^ hy several of the Fathers of the Churchy be 
unable to mftintain theu: position as articles of the 
OTiistfwg Greed. This doctrine had^ like theniy to 
pass tiiroiigh a sifting, purifying, scrutinizing, pro- 
cess £ and, like them, it eventually issued forth in 
U^ pure and simple form. And^ as it would be no 
conclusive proof against the truth of any one oithem, 
to shew that its recognition and reception had not 
been accomplished without opposition, so neither can 
this argument avail, for that purpose, in the instance 
now before us. 

If we are to reject the Supremacy, in its fiillest 
iiense, because St Cyprian, for example, acted and 
wrote inconsistently with the obligations wliich its 
existence properly entailed upon him, then must we 
be ready, on similar grounds, to repudiate other 
doctiines, likewise; as, for instance, that of 
the consubstantiality of the Eternal Son with 
the Eternal Father, on which St Ignatius, St 
Justin, St Clement of Alexandria, St Hippolytus, 
Tertullian, St Irenaeus, and other Ante-Nicene 
authorities, would seem, at first sight, (to say the 
least,) to favour the side which was after- 
wards pronounced to be heretical, and to oppose 
themselves to the view, which was, subseqitentlyy 
defined to be orthodox ; so that B^, BwH ^& ofclL^^ 
to confess, that their expxessioiv^ \!aft\y^ cw^oScA«. «^ 
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being harmonized with the truth, are yet stated in 
a manner not only "inconvenient^" but " incorrect*.^^ 
Nay, the Canon of Holy Scripture must, on the same 
ground, be abandoned, and revised ; inasmuch as 
this difers, in many respects, from the catalogues 
given by St. Gregory Nazianzen, St Amphilochius, 
St. Hilary, and several other Fathers, belonging to 
the first four centuries. It would, in short, be diffi- 
cult to determine, where the process of expurgation 
would cease. 

Now, in order to account, in some measure, for 
the discrepancies, thus observable, between the 
writings and acts of the Fathers of the Church, as 
well with regard to each other, as to the doctrines 
received by the Church in times subsequent to their 
own, it should be considered, that to subordinaies'^ 
however exalted their dignity^ whatever their de- 
gree of personal sanctity may have been, the gift of 
Infallibility has not been vouchsafed : — ^no promise 
to that effect has been made to thenu They are 
only infallible, when speaking in strict union, and 
conjunction of sentiment, with him, who is the one 
infallible oracle of Truth upon earth, the Primate 
of the whole CathoUc Church. Consequently, that 
they should have been mistaken, and expressed 
themselves erroneously, on many of the subjects of 

* Def. Fid. Nic, sqc. iv. cap. 4. Of Lactantms, he ob- 
serres, ^*In capite oct&YO libri quarti, qviam 'msu\aa^ q^^tel 
ridicula, quam impia leguntur !'• 
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which they had to treat, is no more than what mighU 
natnrally have been expected. 

And, why should it be imagined, that God wouldy 
all at once, shew to mankind the ftdl scope and 
admeasurement of His appointments and designs ? 
Or, can it be that we are at Kberty to turn round 
npon Him, and say, that because He did not choose 
to rereal such and such doctrines, at such and 
such a period, with all the clearness, and distinct- 
ness, which, in our poor judgment, would have 
been fittmg, had they been really true, we wiU not, 
fherefore, choose to accept and accredit them now ? 
Is not this as much as to say, that ^^ the mind of the 
Lord" is to be known, at the wiU and command of 
man f Is it not to deny to Him the power of leading 
His Church on ** from strength to strength," until 
it appear before Him, " knowing even as it is 
known,** all glorious " in Zion ?" Is it not to dis- 
pute the existence of those mysteries, into which, 
even '*the Angels desire to look*," more and more ; 
the very increase of our own perception of which, 
may, probably, constitute a chief part of our joy 
and bliss in Heaven? Surely, if the Church on 
earth is Heaven in its incipient state, it might na- 
turally be supposed, that they, who are, hereafter, 
to be " like the Angels f," would, also, in their 
loUective capacity, grow, on earth, in knowledge, 

♦ 1 Pet. i. 12. t Mat. xii. 25, Luke xx. 36. 



88 

II' tini in tjTtirj', lut tli«> yi^Mf^ of their pilgrimage went 
t lilting I in, until tlifiir final arrival on the shores of 
tifiM'fiily, Utfn til In*Iio1(1, for ever, in actual yision, 
wliiil llii^y liiul lilnnuty (unm hy faiths and sought 
I mi ill ftrolinuff.il vieilitiitum^ iH^ore. To say, then, 
tlmt II liiH-ii'ino (^xproHMiM what is not tnte^ merely 
iKH^utin tlio trtttli utviiIviHl was not recognised, at 
jtM'A. tit nil tlio iH^^iiitiiii^ ; — to say that we will not 
U'hovo uiivthiii^ whioh our fbreiiithers had not 
«'Kvii Iv a^'ortuiiunl, n^v* and ages ago ; — ^is an 
iiTiotiioii HUil iHuiitioii, which* tho principles of the 
Ut»M|vl will iioiiluT Hiuitaiiu nor justity. Nay, the 
l<%ii^ti<i,\;o of vviiutioii 8^11 ist*) it»{l/\ and the result a: 
ovotN aiivH ox^viiciKW in w^purd to matters of com- 
tHK^i .> r\ \\\Hilil (Kutic ai!^* cowards a \'ery dilieren: 
^-\»iu iitAK'ii. U!. tor o\:un(>Ic« an tucerval of ages and 
.^v» v-j \%»*us :s i\\(iiii\\i bciv»re the ray^ of light 
f*\»iM \\*u»o ihvHvonMj; s£iu\ *.tK*»ucuiabiv disninc in ihe 

vui »\\\»UK* ^ 'ssilhc, .ut\i r^'iKici' tiieJOitcc ti^jui wriich. 

•Kv .►i';;ilujat^ •.»li\\X\Ls.\i, ••t>AOio 4i:!<U lU die limXBUI 

.* v\ Av.N :, .:t\ivioit\ \'i.U«w utac :ue >€ar •vas not 
.vh.««v^^ .iivit> i\'ui;a .iK' :»L'^ j£ "ts* ..rw*tfictf *<«^ki% 
'M .-vNAr^^. t.*i»..*(w'^r« !s.* Millar, « :vi;aru. :u :iie 

vlKbb i\. !UT.tl ■*<*©. |R.i .U>%^>%> fUrv^ >:Ottfi&e 'mjl 
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imparted b J its Alnaighly Author and Giver, through 
His infidliUe Church, according to the growth of 
hunstfin needs-Hihould imply, and inyolve, an aJi»rar 
tian, however slight, in the essential svhstcmce of the 
Troth itself? Because the germ is not the flower, 
does ky therefore^ not contain within itself both 
jBower and bud? And when these expand in their 
piTop^ sequ^ice, and come forth to view, does the 
mtbsUince, of which they consist, vary from that, in 
which they existed before ? Or, are we to say, that 
because we see not the rose full blooming from the 
bej^nning, its petals were not every one of them to be 
found, concealed within the bud? Clearly, whether 
in the germ, the bud, or the fuU developed flower, 
(bare is nothing in it inconsistent, at any one period, 
/with what may be observed in it, at any other. 
Trace it backwards to its first formation, or carry 
jl. forwards to the time of its completion; and its 
substance is, throughout, the same : and the All- 
$eemg Eye has beheld it there, in. lis perfeetiony from 
tbe very first ; though the dull, blind, eye of man, 
has Hoi had l^e power of so detecting, so observing it 
' The like may be noticed in the case of bodies 

lull-grown man, the same person diroughout; 
ithou^ in external appearance, how different? 
Now, as the man, the youth, the child, and the 
•ki&Dt, are one and the same identical being: so 
.likewise, are the Tridentine, the Athanasian, the 
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Nicene, and the Apostles^ one and the same identical 
Creed: and, further yet, these are, all of them, 
involved, in their full completeness, (as might easily 
be shewn,) in the germ — ^that earliest form of their 
expression, which St Peter employed, when con- 
fessing Jesus to be " the Christ, the Son of the 
Living Groi" 

Or, again ; to take another illustration. Can a 
mountain be said to change^ because, as we approach 
and gaze upon its sides, objects, previously unseen, 
are graduaUy unfolded to our view ? So, likewise, 
the substance of the Truth remains constant, and 
unchanged ; though it be exhibited to us in greater 
ftillness and distinctness, at one period, than it was 
at another. It is ourselves in whom the change 
takes place : our knowledge increases : we grow ; we 
gain clearer and more accurate views, as we ap- 
proach nearer and nearer, towards God's " Holy 
Mountain *." We " go round about Zion, and 
mark well Her bulwarks ;" and, in so doing, we 
observe much that is beautiful and elaborate in the 
mouldings, much also that contributes strength to 
Her buttresses; many an impregnable bastion; 
many an indestructible barrier ; many a rampart ; 
many a tower ; which, though it existed from the 
beginning, where we find it, may have escaped 
notice before : and ihen^ perhaps, we think that 

* Ps. xlvii. 13. 
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the Tmth grows m iixdf^ whereas it merely grows 
upon i»; while time, and opportonitj, may have 
enabled us to scan its proportions, and survey its 
loveliness, with increasing accuracy, and more dili- 
gent care. 

And, did not our Lord, in His promise of infaUi- 
bility to His Church, leave the question of time 
perfectly open; merely telling its assembled repre- 
sentatives, that it should be led ^^ into all the 
Truth *;" without specifying, either Aow, or when f 
That the prerogatives connected with the Primacy 
are more clearly ascertained in these later times 
than was the case at first, is, therefore, no proof, 
whatever, either that they did not then in fact^ and 
in all their perfection^ really exist; or that the con- 
duct and language of certain of the early Fathers, 
respecting them, can be safely appealed to, and fol* 
lowed as a precedent, by ourselves. 

Surely, the Church has its human nature, as 
well as its divine. And while, in its history ^ the 
former may be seen : in its principles^ will somewhat 
of the latter appear. And who would be unreason- 
able enough to reject a perfect theory^ in conse- 
quence of such imperfections as might be observable 
in regard to practice ? How could it be expected, 
that, amongst so vast an assemblage of human 
beings, as the Church has contained, an exact, un- 

* John, xvi. 1 3L 
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deviating, conformity, would be found, in eveiy 
case, to any general rule, which had been laid 
down for allt 

But, indeed, it is wonderftil to observe how the 
protecting hand of God appears to have been kept 
outstretched over the Saints and Doctors of His 
Church, even when they were acting, or speaking, 
in opposition to their Primate ; and to have guarded 
them, unconsciously (perhaps) to themselves, from 
whatever would have constituted an open and 
avowed declaration of hostility to the course of His 
gracious designs. 

As an example of this (and that^ perhaps, the 
strongest which can be adduced), we may take the 
case and position of the Church at Antioch, in the 
latter part of the fourth century. In fact, this is 
one which infrequently appealed to, as a proof that 
the Church can be, nay, has been, divided, without 
incurring the consequence of selfnlestruction ; in- 
asmuch as a certain portion of it, (with a canonized 
saint at its head, and including others, also, of most 
illustrious name in the annals of the Church,) then 
remained, for a considerable number of years, in a 
state of detachment from another portion, which 
adhered to, and was recognised by, the universal 
Primate, enjoying direct and uninterrupted com- 
munion with him. Yet, even here, the circum- 
stances were not such as to bear out the views of 
iiiose^ who would take advantage o£ a Aovx^l i3!k»& 
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passing acrofls the disk of the Churchy converting 
the edipae (partial though it may hare been) into 
an obscuration total and perpetual For it will not 
justify their continued separation from, and their 
disagreement in fiiith with, the living, visible, 
eeotre of CSatholic imity. 

In the case before us, it ought, surely, to be re- 
eoUected, that the Creed of both the parties, then 
in local conflict, was identical with that, which was 
eonfessed by the occupant of St Peter's chair : and 
that (although, as the schism became prolonged, the 
desire for direct inter-communion with that august 
authority, may have been not only less strongly ex- 
pressed, but less keenly felt, than it was at first ; 
yet that,) in the outsety the representative of the 
Arian succession, being orthodox himself, strove, in 
everyway he could, to attest the perfect coincidence 
of hb own faith with that of the Pope, in order to 
restore to the Church a completeness of imity with 
its visible Head. 

Again; another important feature, to be takea 
oodce of, is this : that, although the direct inter* 
eommunion of a portion of the orthodox with their 
Primate was suspended, yet that it was, altoaysy in^ 
directly kept up, through intermediate terms ; as (for 
instance) through St Athanasius, who communis 
oated with both of the local factions, as well as with 
the Primate at Rome; being, himself^ well assured 
of . .that, which, to the lattery (who was at a distance 
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from the scene of strife,) was a subject of doubt, 
viz., of their cordial agreement in the same orthodox 
confession, and interpretation, of the Creed. While, 
on the other hand, in the confusion and misunder- 
standing which existed ; in consequence of the in- 
terference with the legitimate line of the local Epis- 
copate ; — there were some, who, like Theophilus of 
Alexandria, thought it safest to await the final 
issue, and, in the mean time, to communicate with 
neither. 

Time was, evidently, required to bring matters to 
a satisfactory conclusion. And, if the Pope, who 
was satisfied about the orthodoxy of the party of 
Paulinus, though he had his doubts about 
that of St Meletius and Flavian, — (as having 
formerly been entirely Arian, and latterly broken 
through the terms of the arrangement to which 
they had agreed, in order to the healing of the 
schism) ; — ^if he chose, atiiU to keep on the safe side^ 
and to commimicate with the latter, only through 
intermediate channels ; how can this fact avail, to 
the justification of those, who are, neither directly, 
nor indirectly, within the limits of the Primate's 
commimion, and who, on points of faith, abjure the 
interpretation of the Creed which he has sanctioned, 
or fling their vindictive, and impious, execrations 
at his venerable throne? Surely, a dislocation is a 
thing widely different from an amputation. 

Strange, indeed, would it have been, if, while 
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other portions of the doctrinal statements of the 
Church were controverted and opposed, this had 
not had to encounter even a more abundant measure 
of such sort of treatment, than they. For, whereas 
the subject matter, of which they were the expressed 
definitions, was, for the most part, of a speculativey 
rather than of a compulsory y character; and, as 
such^ lay toiihin the minds of men, influencing their 
conduct only by a cirguitous method ; tiiis^ on the 
contrary, spoke to them of a power coming into 
collision with them from without; claiming the 
right of direct interference with their course of 
action; and visibly controlling, guiding, deciding, 
for them, in all matters of faith and morals. In 
regard to an authority of this description, would 
not resistance on one side, perpetually overcome by 
success on the other, be naturally expected to mark 
the progress of its gradual, and increasing, manifes- 
tation? And, hence, while bearing in mind that 
the primary object of its institution was the preser- 
vation of iiie faith, we shall not be surprised to see, 
how, while this has ever formed the chief subject of 
solicitude to its possessor, such attacks as may 
happen to have been levelled against him on minor 
points, after he had secured t/iis, were allowed to 
pass, if not without blame and reprobation, at least 
without anathema. 

Thus, with respect to the Fathers at Chalcedon, 
and their celebrated decree relating to the order of 
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precedence amongst the Patriarchs^ to which St. 
Leo revised his sanction, though it was, in a subse- 
quent ag^ permitted to remain as it th^Q stood; 
this was a point, (m which the holy Father could 
afford to be somewhat indulgent, after seeing the 
grand object of his anxiety accomplished, in their 
acceptance of the true definition of the faith (as 
propounded by himself), which was then in immi* 
nent peril of being lost, by a very considerable por- 
tion of the Church. Nay : is it not the fact^ that, 
from the time of Arius, the lai^e Antiochene party 
were (through weakness) half heretics, and had to 
be kept to their faith by the Pope? Did they 
not, at Ephesus, shortly before Chalcedon, decree 
Eutychianism under the leadership of Dioscorus; 
allowing St Flavian, the champion of orthodoxy, 
to be murdered, while Hilary, the Pope's L^ate, 
secretly effected his escape? And, is it, then, 
astonishing, that, at the coimcil of Chalcedon, where 
the great St Leo forced them to speak the truth, 
almost against their willy their leaders should have 
avenged themselves on this success, by turning 
against him, on a matter of ecclesiastical arrange- 
ment and detail ? 

Now, should not they, who would appeal to what 
thus took place, as a precedent to sanction their 
own opposition to the Papal authority, bear in mind 
the ixue ch^ter of the circumstances which pre- 
ceded It, and of the materials of which that Coimcil 
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was composed; recollecting, also, the wonderful 
issue on the vital question, to which it was so mar- 
veUonslj brought ? Might they not, then, perceive, 
with a more *^ single eye," which part of the con- 
duct of these assembled Fathers, of whose proceed- 
ings we have heard so much, it would be well to 
indtatey and which to shun ? And, would they not 
thus find ample reason for the conviction, that they 
had hitherto made what was evil, the object of their 
choice, while the really useful part of the lesson 
bad been, comparatively speaking, overlooked and 
neglected? Is not the Pope here to be discerned 
coming forward in his character as the infallible 
oracle of the Catholic Faith, with as much energy, 
vigour, and success, as has marked any similar 
efforts of his, at any other period of the Church 
whatever; maintaining inviolate that inestimable 
treasure of which he had the charge, even though 
his prerogative of jurisdiction, not tlien clearly ap- 
prehended, or accurately defined, sustained an in- 
vasion, against which, indeed, he protested, although 
its effects were, subsequently, allowed to remain 
without reversal ? And, can it, in any way, preju- 
dice the rights appertaining to a divinely constituted 
oflBce, if, imder such and such particular circum- 
stances, its possessor has not thought it wise to 
insist upon them, or has even consented to their 
being waived ? 

But, here it may be inquired, how the doctrine 
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)f the Papal infallibility can be maintained^ in spite 
>f the charge of heresy, which would seem— (not 
Qerel J through popular misccmception and clamour, 
>ut on grounds deserving of attention and respect) 
—to have attached, in more cases than one, to 
hose who have filled St Peter's chair. Look at 
hat of Honorius, for instance : which is, perhaps, 
he most striking and important of all. How can 
: be shewn that an example like this, in which we 
nd a Pope condemned, and ranked amongst here- 
Lcs, by the sixth General Council, — ^the decrees of 
/^hich were also ratified by the then existing Pope, — 
» capable of being reconciled with the doctrine in 
uestion ? And, certainly, the difficulty, thus pre- 
5nted, would seem to be of a somewhat formidable 
haracter; imtil, from the writings of those con- 
Bmporaries, — St. Maximus, and others, — ^who go 
ito detail upon the subject, we learn, that his letter, 
1 which the advice was given, for which he was 
lamed by the Council, was not a dogmatic propo- 
ition, drawn up, as such, for the acceptance of the 
Church, but a mere expression of his own opinion 
s to what, under the circumstances, would be, prac- 
cally speaking, the most ad\^sable course to pur- 
le ; and that the object of the Council's censure 
ras, not his faith, not the doctrine which he held, 
ut liis conduct 

Thus, in the records of the times, he is spoken 
f. as one who had "acted inconsi8tently%rith 
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himself*," and " permitted the immaculate Church 
to suffer a stain t :" — since the heretics turned to 
their own advantage, his recommendation that 
silence should be observed as to the term in which 
the substance of the controversy was involved 
and expressed ; and presumed to represent this as 
85 an argument, and a proof, that the Pope was 
himself in favour of their views. Hence is it, that 
Pope St. Leo II., in his Letter on the occasion to 
the Bishops of Spain, speaks of Honorius, as one 
who had, by " his negligence, fanned the flame of 
heretical dogma J.'' That he did not address him- 
self, as he ought to have done, to its immediate ex- 
tinction; — ^that he counselled silence, where he 
ought, rather, to have enjoined, and insisted upon, 
confession; — and that he was, consequently, cen- 
sured, for having thus encouraged the circulation of 
error within the Church ; — all this seems too weU 
authenticated to admit of a doubt. And, having been, 
by his situation, bound to proceed vigorously to its 
extermination; whereas, through his forbearance 
and procrastination, he had allowed it to advance, 

* " dxrros iavra irpoa-fiaxotifvos^'* as the Emperor's edict, 
read before the Council, expresses it. (Labbe, vol. vii., 
1121.) 

"I* " fuavB^vai Tov acnrCKov Trapex^PV^^i* ^ the Epistle of 
Pope St. Leo II. to the Emperor, states. — (Labbe, vol. vii., 
1155.) 

I Labbe, vol. vii. 1455.. 
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unchecked in its pestilential career ; he was, conse- 
quently, in the end, classed amongst the heretics 
himself. 

But, now, granting all this to be the case, is it 
not plain that the adoption of a wrong and mistaken 
line of conduct^ is a very different thing from an open 
avowal^ or even the acceptance^ of heresy ? There is 
absolutely nothing to shew that Honorius was, in his 
own views, smi personally^ heretical: but, on the other 
hand, there is much to prove the contrary ; since his 
own Letters, which are still extant, abundantly assert 
the orthodox doctrine upon the subject then in dis- 
pute. Much less, is there any indication of his 
having decreed an heretical proposition, in his capa- 
city as Primate, for the acceptance of the Church, 
Nor, consequently, is there anything here, which 
is incompatible with a behef in his infallibility, as 
the representative of St. Peter, and as the oracle, 
in his day, of the Catholic FaitL 

Moreover, it must be observed, that the censure 
which the Council pronoimced upon him after his 
decease, does in no degree trench upon the preroga- 
tives attached to St. Peter's Chair. That he was 
to be blamed, as he actually was blamed, for a 
neglect of, or a mistake in, the discharge of a mat- 
ter of practical duty, there is no occasion to deny. 
A Pope can make such blunders, or commit such 
faults, as well as other men : and for such mistakes 
he may be remonstrated with, during life, or cen- 
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snred, after death, as well as they. For, as infalli- 
bility is not necessary to sanctity : so, neither, to 
be infallible, is it, in any way, necessary to be im- 
peccable. The Prophet Balaam, of old, wicked, 
abandoned, man, as he was, was, nevertheless, in- 
spired. He could not, even though he would, pro- 
phesy falsely : and so, likewise, that a Pope, (what- 
ever his conduct may be, in regard, either to a 
public, or a private, matter,) should, " contrary to 
God's written word," rule a heresy to be the Trutfiy 
were a thing simply impossible : since, so far as this, 
if he be infallible at all, he must, necessarilyy be 
under the special inspiration and direction of Him, 
whose "word (whether it be written or spoken) 
is Tni£kr Whereas, in confronting and over- 
coming dangers, he is left perfectly free to exer- 
cise his own judgment, and to adopt .the me- 
thod which he may happen to think best: and 
he is not secured, here, from deciding upon a plan 
which may prove to be unsuccessftil, and which 
may disappoint his expectations and designs. So 
was it at Antioch, with St. Peter himself; who, 
in guarding against the suggestion of a scandal in 
one quarter, only provoked it in another. So, also, 
has it been with many of his successors in the 
Primate's Throne. But this can be no reason for 
a refiisal to acknowledge and submit to their 
divine authority, or for doubting of any interpre- 
tation of the Creed which they have sanctioned, or 
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may hereafter sanction, as an orthodox expressi(m 
of the True Faith. 

The other instance which I will m^ition, is that 
of Pope Vigilius, who, in his proceedings with regard 
to the " three chapters," which were condemned by 
the fifth General Coimcil, held at Constantinople, 
would seem to have contradicted himself, and thus to 
have destroyed his claim to a share in the gift of 
InfallibiKty. 

Now, on this matter, the following points are to 
be observed. First, the provision which he made, 
in his " Judicatum," for sparing the persons of the 
writers, in conformity with the decrees of the Coun- 
cil of Chalcedon, while condemning, on his own 
view of it, the substance of what they had tmtten, 
deserves to be considered. And, secondly, when 
withdrawing this " Judicatum," in consequence of 
the conftision which it seemed to have created, 
and publishing his "Constitutum," we may notice, 
also, on the other hand, the cai*e with which, (while 
making certain allowances, and granting that the 
Letter of Ibas, to Maris the Persian, "if under- 
stood in its best and most pious sense," would 
admit of being brought into harmony with the 
orthodox Creed, and reserving the persons of 
all three to the judgment of God, inasmuch as 
they were considered to have been received by 
the fourth Council^ or to have died m t\vft Gom- 
mnnion of tbe Church,) he guards loim^^i ^^^floos^. 
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the appearance of countenancing, bj express! j ' 
repeating his dtsapprobatixm of, what they were, 
each of tiiem, said to have vyrkten^ against the 
Faith. Andy therefore, when the Constantino- 
politan Council had examined these writings, and 
attached to them a sense corresponding with that in 
which VigiUns would seem, in the first instance, to 
have understood them, himself, and to the exchision 
of that more lenient construction which, in charity, 
he would not, afterwards, have been unwilling to 
assign them ; he was perfectly at liberty to come 
forward, as he did, and to express his concurrence 
with the Council in the view thus taken of the 
subject matter :— still sparing the authors, while 
emphatically annulling all that could be pleaded, or 
had been advanced, either by himself, or by others, 
in explanatory extenuation of their statements. And 
this, too, although, the consequences resulting from 
the pubUcation of his " Judicatum" had been such, 
that he would, himself, have thought it better to let 
the matter drop, forbidding, as he had, any fur- 
ther discussion of the question. There is, clearly, 
nothing in aU this to shew that he did not, through* 
out, possess a distinct and accurate perception of 
the Truth itself; — ^the question brought before him 
being, simply, whether these writers had appre- 
hended it also ; and whether what they had written 
were capable of being recoweUftd "^xdv >X.^ ^^ ^e«i* 
There h nothing in it, xoliate^w, \i^ ^^^ ^^^ 
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' belief of his own, personal, absolute, infallibilitj, 
with regard to the substance of the Faiih, 

The same result will, also, be found to follow 
from the consideration of any other instances, (though 
the foregoing are, I think, the principal ones,) 
which can be quoted, for the purpose of overthrow- 
ing the doctrine of the Infallibility of the Pope. 
They will all, in their turn, whatever they may be, 
fail in substantiating the cause, which they are 
called upon to serve : — even although, in the long 
course of eighteen hundred years, during which the 
devil has been employing his utmost energies, his 
most crafty and untiring eflforts, in order to prevail 
against the oracle of Truth, by leading him into an 
equivocation, if not into positive error, it could not 
be thought strange, if one or two apparent excep- 
tions were to have occiured. Such, however, has 
been the effectual protection of Heaven, in accord- 
ance with the original promise, so graciously vouch- 
safed ; that, even in times of the greatest difficulty, 
confusion, and gloom, in the Primate of the Catholic 
Church, has ever been discerned the same bright, 
refulgent, light, steadily emitting its pure rays of 
Truth amongst mankind; illuminating their un- 
derstandings, and captivating in a sweet and willing 
obedience to the faith, their stubborn hearts and 
their unruly wills, for the greater glory of their 
Ever-living God. And, thus, what out Lord joined 

together, wlien conferring xipoii "Peter, fei^\. oi i^ 
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the office of Primate of His Church, and attaching' 
to it, for ever, the gift of InfallibiKty ; — so con- 
stitating it the Rock on which His Church should 
stand secure ; — ^neither the violence or sin\ of man 
upon earth, nor the power and artifices of devils 
in hell, have ever prevailed, either to destroy, or 
to dissever. 

But, it may be asked again, whether the manifes- 
tation of the Papal power in its full maturity, and 
the assertion of its claims to imiversal jurisdiction, 
were not coeval with, and, in some measure, at 
least, attributable to, the influence exercised by, 
(what are commonly known as,) the "False De-, 
cretals **? Now, let it, for the sake of argument, 
be granted, that the full scope of the range sub- 
jected to the authority of the Primate, did not come 
into view at a period prior to that, in which these 
Decretals appeared. Yet, if the existence of pre- 
tended miracles, and of spurious Gospels, in the 
early ages of the Church, were no prejudice to, but 
rather favourable towards, the confirmation of those 
which were real and true — (since the occurr«ice of 
the former involves, and implies, the existence of 
the latter,) — then, why should not the substance 
of these Decretals themselves be fairly considered 
as an evidence that the mind of the Church was 
(at the time of their composition, and had been 
dnriDg" a considerable interval \i^&.\^,^ ^^^S^a^assssi^ 
strongly in the direction -wYnck Ni^fi^ ^Oa»&\si&saa^s2^N 
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— that a certain view was generally entertained ;— • 
that a certain tone of thought was widely pre- 
valent; — ^in regard to the doctrine which it was, 
more especially, their aim to emhody and express : — 
and that the material substance of this doctrine 
being, as it were, still held in solution, was thus ex- 
hibited, in the struggle which it had to carry on 
with surrounding elements, while engaged in eflfect- 
ing its final precipitation ? Surely, these Decretak 
cannot be more injurious to the cause of the Truth> 
which they happen to contain; than are other 
works, of a like description, to the facts, which 
they also may, perchance, imply, or record. 

And, indeed, it has appeared to me, as if the 
whole question might be represented in a form, re- 
sembling that of a problem in mathematics ; and, 
as though such were the manner in which it had 
actually come before the mind of the Church, whose 
business it was, in the case, as now supposed, to 
work out the solution. 

Let the Apostolic Hierarchy, collectively, be re- 
garded as, strictly speaking, a divine institution; 
— ^involving, also, an element, of equally divine, 
though undefined, power, — in the office of the 
Primacy, — ^in the " npo>ro£ St/iwi/," of St. IMatthew. 
And let it be required to find the value of the 
latter. Now, we know that, in the commencement 
of a mathematical iavestigation, the quantity, whose 
value is to be ascertained, will appear encumbered 
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with a miiltipKcIty of surrounding terms, which are 
gradually got rid o^ and successively vanish, in the 
process of solution. In order to simpUfy the work- 
ing, and to expedite the result, expressions may also 
be borrowed, and thrown in, on both the sides, with- 
out afiSscting their relative proportionate value. 
Substitutions of equivalent formulas may, likewise, 
be introduced; — and negative quantities, as well 
as positive, will occur in the earUer stages, fall- 
ing, in their respective places, legitimately within 
the limits of the proposition. Thus, in the problem 
which I am now supposing; and which (it must 
be remembered) is one not of any human inven- 
tion ; but superhuman, alike, in its origin, and in 
its object ; in each successive stage of the process, 
L e., in each consecutive period of the Church's 
history, that power which was visible^ and made 
itself yfeft, in the person of St. Peter, at the very 
first, is never lost sight of^ but is clearly seen to be 
always there: and (whatever may have been the 
opinions of individuals about it) it appears, through- 
out, always acting consistently with, and towards, 
itself; — always concentrating its energies; — always 
accumulating strength; — and always increasing in 
influence and intensity, with regard to other poioers. 
The adverse acts and statements which appear to 
have been advanced, on the other hand, by Fathers 
and Councils, in the earUer periods of the history 
of the Church,— (and which, though seeming to re* 
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tard, were yet, by their very opposition, contributing, 
like negative quantities, to the speedier evolution o^ 
the result,) — ^gradually subside, eventually become 
silent, and totally disappear: while the false De- 
cretals themselves may be looked upon, as auxiliary 
terms, permitted by Providence to be thrown in, on 
the contrary side, by way of accelerating, with 
greater rapidity, the attainment of that knowledge 
which the necessities of the Church were seen 
to require. And, thus, the facts, whatever they 
be, which may have presented themselves at any 
period of the working of the proposition, are, as 
it were, the history of the education of that originally 
vague, and undefined, principle of the Primatial 
jiirisdiction, which, in spite of their imtowardness, 
grew up and throve; until (having surmounted the 
impediments which they threw in its way; and 
strengthened itself by the very exertions which 
were necessary, in order to overcome the opposi- 
tion, which they offered, to its healthy and vigorous 
exercise amongst mankind ; — and so having passed 
through "the schools" in its way to matiirity,) 
— ^it is, at length, seen, in its native dignity and 
unfettered majesty, coming forth before the world, 
with that one unalterable, inalienable, value, at- 
tached to it, which, from the first, belonged to it, 
but which is now recognised^ as indeed its oim, — 
a, value which can only be properly expreassed by 
that one simple word, — " SupremtuioyP So ^o^ ^^ 
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value of the Primacy come out at last And the 
Episcopate, incorporated with it, will likewise retain 
its original character; — though now no longer 
appearing before us, in disjointed detachments, as 
at first, but in its proper position, in strict and 
intimate conjunction with the Primacy, of which it 
is (technically speaking) not the index, but the co- 
efficient In other words ; the power of the Primate 
is not derived from, nor in any degree affected 
by, the number of the Bishops, who may co- 
operate with him. This merely shews how far the 
sphere of his action, at any given time, practically 
extends. 

Now, without going through the tedious process 
of adducing a chain of evidence, from the writings 
of the Fathers, in illustration of what has here 
been said, — a process which would require more 
space and time than can be conveniently spared for 
the purpose, — I will merely confine myself to the 
language of one, — exhibiting, as it does, what may 
be regarded as the resultant produced by the several 
combined and counteracting forces, which had pre- 
viously been engaged on this portion of the field of 
theological investigation. Nay : it may even hap- 
pen that this great Father, himself, has not, on all 
occasions, employed the precise terms which were, 
in subsequent ages, adopted as a definition of the 
extent of the Primate's poorer, Bvxt tiia \dA<3. \&^ 
in botJi cases, the same. T\v&\fc%>iJtttfS«^, \fi^«^^^ 

i 
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I refer, is that of St. Bernard, recorded, as we find 
it, in his well-known Letter to Pope Eugenius,* 

^Come," says he, addressing the latter, "let ns 
inquire, yet more diligently, who you are ; that is, 
what person you, for a time, sustain in the Church 
of God. Who are you? A great Priest — the 
Supreme Pontiff, You are chief of the Bishops, 
heir of the Apostles, in primacy Abel, in govern- 
ment Noah, in patriarchate Abraham, in order 
Melchisedec, in dignity Aaron, in authority Moses, 
in judgment Samuel, in power Peter, in unction 
Christ You are he to whom the keys are de- 
livered, to whom the sheep are entrusted. Others, 
indeed, there are who keep the door of Heaven, 
and are shepherds of flocks ; but you have inherited 
both names above the rest, as in a more glorious, so 
in a different, way. They have each their several 
flocks assigned to them, while to you, singly, all are 
intrusted as one flock. And not only of the sheep, 
but of all the shepherds, you are the only shepherd. 
Ask you whence I prove this ? By the word of 
the Lord. For to whom I say, not of Bishops, but 
even of Apostles, were all the sheep intrusted, so 
absolutely, and without distinction ? Peter, if thou 
lovest Me, feed My sheep. Which sheep ? The people 
of this or that city, or region, or specified empire ? 

* Quoted and translated by Mr. Allies, in his work 
ej) titled ** The Church of England cleared £toi». xSaa Ociax^<& 
of Schism, "&c. p. 227, second edition. 
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My sheep^ He saith. To whom, Is it not plaii^ 
that He did not designate some^ but assign alll 
Nothing is excepted, where nothing is distinguished. 
And, perhaps, the rest of his fellow-disciples were 
present, when, by committing them to one. He com- 
mended unity to all, in one flock and one shepherd, 
according to that, * My love, my beautiful, my per- 
fect, is but one.' Where is unity, there is perfection. 
The other numbers have not perfection, but divi- 
sion, in receding from unity. Hence it is that 
others received, each their own people, knowing the 
sacrament Finally, James, who seemed to be a 
pillar of the Church, was contented with Jerusalem 
alone, yielding to Peter the whole. But well was 
he there placed, to raise up seed to his dead Brother, 
where that Brother was slain. For he was called 
the brother of the Lord. Moreover, when the 
brother of the Lord gives way, what other would 
intrude himself on the prerogative of Peter ? 

"Therefore, according to your Canons, others have 
been called to a part of your soUcitude ; but you, to 
the fulness of power. The power of others is con- 
fined within certain limits : yours is extended even 
over those, who have received power over others. 
Can you not, if fitting cause exist, shut Heaven 
to a Bishop, depose him from the Episcopate, even 
deliver him to Satan ? Therefore does your privi- 
lege stand to you unshaken, as well in the ke^s 
which are given you, as in \h^ ^<e«5 ^\siOcl ^ss^^ ^ssr 
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trusted to you. Hear another thing, which no less 
confirms to you your prerogative. The disciples 
were in the ship, and the Lord appeared on the 
shore, and, what was cause of greater delight, in 
His risen Body. Peter, knowing that it is the 
Lord, cast himself into the sea, and thus came to 
Him, while the rest arrived in the ship. What 
meaneth that ? It is a sign of the one only Priest- 
hood of Peter, by which he received, not one ship 
only, as the rest each their own, but the world 
itself for his government For the sea is the world 
— the ships. Churches. Thence it is, that, on 
another occasion, walking, like the Lord, on the 
waters, he marked himself out as the single Vicar 
of Christ, who should rule over, not one people, but 
all. Since the ^ many waters' are ^ many peoples.' 
Thus, while every one of the rest has his own ship, 
to thee the one most great ship is intrusted, the 
Universal Church Herself, made out of all Churches, 
diffused through the whole world *." 

On the other hand, substitute for the above, any 
other conceivable value for the Primacy, wliich you 
may please to assign; and in combination, also, 
with any other series of adjuncts whatever: — 
and it will soon be found that the terms on the op- 
posite sides, for, or against, cancel each other. One 
Father contradicts another Father ; one section, or 
" branch," of the Church, exterminates another 

* De cons., lib. ii. cap. ^. 
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branch of the Church: one Coimcil contravenes 
another Council : the Patriarchs of one age are seen 
to be diametrically at variance with those who filled 
their thrones in an age, either subsequent, or pre- 
ceding. In short, any other imaginable system of 
ecclesiastical doctrine, or discipline, cannot but be 
pitched upon continually shifting ground. There 
is no firm Rocky on which it can rest secure. And, 
hence, it will not stand proof. But one portion 
flies off here ; another there ; and so on, by the 
mere application of the same rule (whatever it 
be), to its different parts : until, at last, nothing, of 
B, positive character, is left; unless it be positively 
nothing : i. e. the whole Church breaks up, — ^falls 
through, — disappears : and, in, and with, the 
Church, the whole principle and substance of 
Christianity itself. 

Let it, then, be borne in mind, that the authority 
of the Primate, from the very beginning, has been 
exerted, in all cases of emergency, precisely as it 
would have been exerted, if the interpretation at- 
tached by the Catholic Church, in St. Bernard's, 
and more recent times, to our Lord's words, were 
that, which He intended them to bear : — an inter- 
pretation, too, upon the solidity of which, the very 
existence of the Church does, as we have seen, 
entirely depend. And, in the next place, let us 
ask : if the Roman theory, ^\^eJa. \^aa» \i^<5scs. ^y^s^v- 
stnicted on this basis, \>e not Vn «wQR.ox^^2)Sv^^ ^^ 
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the design wherewith He spoke; is it not most 
strange, most unaccountable, that. He, the Omni- 
scient, the infinitely Good, should, upon a matter 
of such grave importance, have given utterance to 
declarations so simple, so unguarded, and so sweep- 
ing, as those to which we have referred? And 
this, too, with not a single word of qualification ; 
not a syllable of explanatory statement ; not a hint 
of warning against future misconception, attached, 
on any one occasion, to what He may thus have 
said ! So that, had it been His object to enforce 
the recognition of the Supremacy, in its most un- 
limited extent, it is difficult to imagine how He 
could well have spoken otherwise : or what more 
bold, concise, comprehensive statements. He could 
have cast upon the mind of the Church, in order to 
secure its acceptance of that doctrine, which is, 
therein, so evidently involved. And, moreover. 
He well hnew^ at the very time when those sacred 
words were falling fi'om His divine lips, with the 
most clear and distinct perception, the manner in 
which they would be understood, and the practical 
effects which would, consequently, ensue. 

Now, then, if this be so ; supposing the Protestcmt 
view of the Supremacy to be correct, — ^viz., that it 
is a gross usurpation ; — that Anti-Christian exag- 
geration of Episcopal authority, which was contem- 
phted and condemned by St. Gregory the Great; — 
tieuj I say, how could the way /or tJaiaX. wsMTga^^XL 
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have been more effectually, more consciously, 
paved, than it was by our Lord, when He was thus 
laying that foundation, upon which it is, so natu- 
rally, so confessedly, constructed and established ? 
Must not these declarations of His be regarded, as 
Rome has ever regarded them ; — as St Peter^s sue- 
cessorSf in their long, unbroken, line, have ever 
understood them ; — or else as a stumbling-block, — 
a ** rock of offence/^ — ^knowingly, and gratuitously, 
placed in the way of those, who have ever been 
most anxious and earnest in their endeavours to 
prove themselves the devoted servants of God, and 
counted their very Uves not dear to themselves, 
when called upon to shed their blood in defence 
and support of His Holy Truth ? And, is it to be 
considered probaJble, that He would have abandoned 
such as these, to what (if the CathoUc, i. e. the 
Roman, view be wrongs) can be nothing but a dc- 
lusion ; — that they should thus, through His own 
instrumentaUty, be led to " beUeve a lie ;" being, 
nevertheless. Himself, " the Truth f'' and shedding, 
also. His own Blood, in testimony of " the Truth ?" 
Would He not, rather, even from motives of com- 
mon charity to those who have been to Him so 
dear, — ^whom He has enriched, far beyond all 
others, with His rarest and choicest gifts, both of 
power and grace, — (" et in ore eorum non est 
mendadum :^^) — ^would He not^ x^^<Kt,\ '^'a:^,^®?^^ 
even tafeen some little pains, — everi §jsoa o^ <2>V^v 
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wav uf I may so speak) to furnish them with a 
proix^r explanation of what would otherwise, as He 
icell kn^fc^ most oert;unl v produce that resuh ? 

Oh! hard imd insufferable are the thoughts, 
wliioh mu^t be eiuirenJered of Him, Who is all sood- 
uoss, and sweetnescs and tenderness, and love: if 
we, tor a momont, consent to entertain the impious 
iuui^ination, that, in speaking as He thus did. He 
o.^uld have meant otherwise than to suggest, pn>- 
iv^iuiJ, oncour^ue, sanction, an«i entbrce. the ruUrst 
iiiterpivtation which th^se wonderful wodIs of His 
hiive been unilerstLXxl to bear, with rejpini to the 
j.vwer and prep.^gjitives o( St. Peter, and of his suc- 
cessc^i"s, in the Primacv of the Church, even until 
th^ end oi the world ! 

Thus, then. haviaiX submitted ti? the operation o: 
everv poss^ible test, the the«.=rv of the •.•niv Reli^rion 
whicii remainei-l for iuve<riLr*ition. when all the 
•'ciiei's were exhausteii : and diiiiin;; that this fjctPtU 
bear tiie pressure — ani.1 that to j/«'/ /.i/icunt — beneath 
w'liich, t/it:v had s*x-n sunk into nochino^ness anii 
ohofjtic connisi-'U : ascertainin:: that both the Law 
'.•f Christ, as recordoi in IhAy Scripture, the tesd- 
111' .'iiy ^^i the Saints, the evidences K^t Divine pr»3tec- 
t:».ii ;.erT}eniaIlv ::ri;mised and 'rjtstowed* and the 
voice of reason itsell; uniced in one iiarmi*nious 
band, clustering themselves round about, and up- 
holtUn^ itom beneath, the glorious '^t«fc\xxMts v^t: th*; 
PriiaadaL TlmmB ; — ^representing it vte xkie ^rartSD^-v 
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centre of Catholic unity ; — as the seat divinely ap- 
pointed for the dispensation of justice and judg- 
ment to the whole Church on all matters of faith 
and morals ; — as the abode of InfalHbility, and, con- 
sequently, of uncorrupted, incorruptible. Truth ; — 
what could have been desired further, to produce 
in the mind a conviction of the truth of this Reli- 
gion, as strong as that which had already been 
created of the rottenness and worthlessness of every 
other ? Would it be possible, even, to conceive how 
the human mind could be capable of receiving con- 
viction, in a more perfect, or intense, degree, with 
regard to any subject which could be brought before 
it? Nay: even the fact of one's own personal 
existence would not seem to be more certain, more 
clearly demonstrable, than this. 

Here, then, I recognized my divinely appointed 
Teacher; — a Teacher into whose hands I could 
throw myself without hesitation, misgiving, or re- 
serve ; as knowing, that, as surely as there is a God 
in Heaven, so surely, also, by virtue of Christ's 
gracious Word, the inculcation of error by this 
His one, only. Church, on matters of faith, was a 
thing perfectly impossible. And my duty, thence- 
forward, was easy and plain; — viz., to receive Her 
instruction, and to learn the Faith so taught, as 
from the mouth of God, in Christ Himself; — to 
abandon previous opinions, and early ijrej^udice&v — 
to become, in short, suck as o\xr \iQt^ §i^^^^a^L^vS.'^s^aJ^ 
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all must become, if they would enter His Churdi 
on earth, and thus take the first step in their way 
to Heaven *. " Amen, I say to you : unless you 
be converted, and become as little children, you shall 
not enter the Kingdom of Heaven : whosoever shall 
not receive the Kingdom of God as a childy shall not 
enter into it :" — in the humble spirit, L e., and un- 
criticizing tone of thought, and absence of suspicion, 
proper to a child, who comes to learn, not to judge, 
— ^to ohey^ not to discuss: — ^as, indeed, we find it 
exemplified, in the youthful Samuel, when he said, 
" Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth." 

Here, at length, planted on that immovable, 
adamantine Rock, — ^the " Cathedra Petri," — ^I found 
myself safely and firmly supported. The tumul- 
tuous waves of this troublesome world might, 
thenceforth, lash themselves into fury, and dash 
their full weight, against that calm, majestic, struc- 
ture, as they pleased ; but all this would (as I knew) 
be in vain; for, there they would fall, impoteni, 
and harmless, in their noisy play. The home of 
infallible faith feels not the shock of such lawless 
sti'ife. Sternly does it re-echo the threats of all 
human defiance. Invincibly, immutably, does it 
maintain tluDughout, the same dignified attitude, 
the same unassailable position; — secured in its 
powers of resistance and defence ; — ^upheld, as it is, 
by the Everlasting Arms. And, truly may it be 

* Matt, xviii. 3. 
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said^ with St. Peter himself, — " Lord, it is good for 
us to be here I" 

III. Now, at this point, I am naturally brought* 
to the^consideration of the third and last of those 
inquiries to which it has been my business to 
respcmd. Having, as I would hope, adduced suf- 
ficient evidence in proof of the fact that, in resolv- 
ing, as I did, on carrying into effect my recent 
change, my determination was based upon grounds 
not only of reason and Scripture, but also of an 
imperative necessity ; — and that, in respect of the 
Religion, into which I entered, no less than with 
regard to that, which it was my obligation to quit; — 
it remains that I should say a few words descriptive 
of the sort of Religion in which I found myself in- 
volved, when I had fairly thrown myself into the 
arms of the ChurcL 

In the first place, then, still holding in my hands 
the Book of Holy Scripture, to which I have 
hitherto been referring, only as a person who is 
outside the Church can, consistently with his posi- 
tion, refer to them ; viz., as a true and authentic 
historical account of the facts which they relate ; — 
and having thus learnt to regard Jesus Christ, as a 
" Teacher sent firom God *," — ^and His Church, in 
conjunction with its Primate, as His equally divinely 
authorised, and infallible. Representative ; — the 

* John, iii. 2. 
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Clmrch (so defined) at once jwoceeds to the ftdfil- 
ment of Her mission^ and by virtue of that autho- 
rity with which she is invested, stands forth, and 
pronounces, that this Book which I hold in my hand, 
and which has, so far, been my guide, ** contains 
the revealed word of God, and is inspired by the 
Holy Spirit : and that it contains all that has a 
right to enter into the Sacred Collection*." From 
Her hands, I, therefore, receive it back ; believing 
most firmly, on the authority of Her divine sanction, 
that it 19 as she declares : convinced, that, she ahm 
being competent to undertake this task, so she alone 
can (as she does) satisfactorily perform iu And, 
then, having thus taught me what the Bible is, and 
what it consists of; Her next care is to instruct me 
how to understand it rightiy ; in conformity, that 
is, with the rule of Her "irrefragable decisions." 
Thus, I am at once placed in possession of every 
thing that is necessary, as far as the Bible is con- 
cerned : even though, as St. Augustine himself con- 
fesses, " I should not believe the Gospel itself if 
the authority of the CathoUc Church did not oblige 
me to do so f." The difficulties occasioned by any 
inaccurate statements which it may contain on 
sci^tific subjects, in connexion with the arrange- 
ments of the material universe, are, also, now, at 

♦ See Wiseman's Lectures on the CathoHc Church, 
yoh J. p. 65. 

f Ep, contra Fundam. cap.-?. 
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once, at an end : for, whereas the living Church Is 
mspired and infaUible, only in regard to the science 
of the saints — ^the science, which finds its field of 
research in the endless ages, and the inscrutable 
mysfceries, of that eternity to which it belongs ; — so 
is it perceived how the same rule must naturally 
apply to the case of those Prophets of ancient days, 
who were employed to commit to writing the same 
instructiony which it is now the office of the Church, 
with the same end in view, in avdibU language, to 
convey, to the existing race of men. In whatever 
respects, then, the Church is infellible, in these, also, 
will Holy Scripture be : and it is the province of 
Ihe Church to define, where these begin, and where 
they end: — ^the inculcation of eternal Truths, not 
instruction upon the mere temporary arrangements 
of the universe, being, with regard both to Holy 
Scripture and the Church, the proper object of 
their united contemplation and design. 

The first office, then, which the Catholic Church 
may be regarded as discharging to those who sub- 
jnit themselves to Her protecting care;, is that of 
securing to them, as nx> other Religion has the power 
of doing, the unfaiUng and complete possession of 
that incalculable treasure — the inspired volimie of 
the Word of God. 

And if it be inquired, further, what the Church 
is, and does, besides ; — what the character of its 
Religion is, in itself? 1 liave \o x<i^^ '"Sccsj^.S^. V 's^ 

I 
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Religion entirely supernatural ; — ^that it deals almost 
exclusively with that invisible world, of which it is 
a part; — ^and concerns itself with things visible, 
only so far as they conduct towards, or bear upon, 
this, with a certain degree of influence and con- 
nexion. It is the growing manifestation, — the in- 
creasing revelation (if I may so express myself), — 
of the truth and power and reality of that spiritual 
creation of God, which our eyes of flesh and blood 
cannot, as yet, behold. 

There is nothing like it in the whole world, be- 
sides: for, all otiier systems having been cast up 
from below, — and so being "of the earth, earthly;" — 
their destiny is prefigured in that, which marked the 
punishment of Korah's sin. For against them it is 
that the earth, i. e., earthly intellect— earthly ccm- 
siderations — earthly principalities and powers — ^pre- 
vail*. The pit opens her mouth, and swallows 
them up ; — ^and they vanish from sight in the con- 
frision thereof. Tliey have no share in the " mighti- 
ness of God's kingdom;" neither can their adhe- 
rents know the exhibitions which He vouchsafes of 
His Power. He deals not with them, as He deals 
with His Church* He converses not with them, as 
with the members of His Son. Whatever inter- 
course He may hold with them, is of a description 
widely difierent from this. His miraculous inter- 
ferences, — ^nay, His ordinary provisions of assist- 

* Kumb. xvi. 31— aa. 
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ance, — are, to them, unknown. And, clear to them, 
though the fact may be, that the tendency of the 
Church is to absorb all external Faith into itself, 
like Aaron's Rod, which devoured those of the 
Egyptian Magi * : yet, still, the various ways by 
which the Almighty manifests His abiding interest 
in the conduct and fortunes of His Church, are not 
realized by them, so as to enter even into their very 
notions of His present mode of proceeding with man- 
kind. They see nothing, they know nothing, but 
that which happens to themselves, which is simply 
nothing : and all which lies beyond the narrow cdls 
of ignorance and superstition wherein they dweU, 
each occupying his own solitary niche of darkness 
and of gloom, is far beyond the range even of their 
conceptions. 

What can they have to do with, — ^nay, what 
can they understand, — of that wonderful system in 
which the Church is, exclusively ^ enshrined : or of 
the gentleness, firmness, and skill, with which she 
introduces into it, each one of those, whom God 
hath given Her to guide, in the " ways of pleasant- 
ness, and the paths of peace f ?" Drawn from the 
inexhaustible mine of the sacred contents of Holy 
Scripture, Her confession of the Faith, once for all 
delivered into Her charge, is intrusted to the care 
of Her child. He thus receives the tradition of the 
Church, — the " tradition of the Fathers," — ^to hold 
and preserve inviolate, tiSl ^<ea\k iXsj^ ^oal^ ^^soSs. 
* Exod, vii. 10 — 12. \ ^xQ^/\a.«V\* 
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the veil; and things which can, as yet^ be only 
discerned by faith, burst forth in all their dread 
reahty, crowding upon the gaze of the disembodied 
souL 

By Her infallible authority he is taught to know, 
all that human understanding can apprehend, of the 
Being and Mystery of the True and Eternal God, 
and of Jesus Christ, Whom He hath sent Through 
Her, he is introduced into the very presence of his 
Creator, his Saviour, and his Judge ; — ^being trans- 
lated in spirit, even while on earth, to the courts of 
** Jerusalem, which is above * ;" and taught how to 
mingle with that blessed society, which awaits his 
personal arrival there. 

He is instructed t to dwell on the stupendous 

♦ Gal. iv. 26. 

t And here the writer's most grateful acknowledgments 
must be expressed, and recorded, for the valuable assist- 
ance, in this, as well as in other, respects, which he has 
had the happiness of deriving from one, whose name must 
be dear to every Catholic (nay, to every generous) heart, 
— the Rev. Father Faber. To such recent converts (for 
of older Catholics it would be presumptuous, of course, to 
speak,) as have been able to avail themselves of so great 
an advantage, golden, indeed, has the opportunity been, 
and rare the privileges afforded, for their improvement, 
by the Retreat given at the London Oratory, during the 
present Lent ; a season which has, consequently, been rich 
in blessings, and fruitful in abundant gifts of grace, to their 
souh. May those gifts, and those blesam^, \>^ ^x^tail 
a their duration, and be repaid, to t\ioa^ 1i\ixwi^ 'wXtfsssi 
^ Iiave comef a hundred-fold I 
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mystery of that silent eternity, in which the 
Almighty vouchsafed to dwell, in His Majesty, 
alone; Himself His own unutterable happiness. 
His own infinite satisfaction and joy. He learns to 
contemplate that wondrous act of love, by which 
the silence of that awful eternity was broken, and 
creation called into existence : so beautiful, so ex- 
quisite, as it was, and so glorious in its design, that, 
with the fuU apprehension of all that would happen 
afterwards — of the rebellion amongst the Angels — 
and of the everlasting torments of the damned — it 
seemed, nevertheless, worth while (if the expression 
may be allowed) to carry into execution so myste- 
rious, so awfnl, a change : a change in which every 
single human being was, at the very time of its oc- 
currence, most vitally, most intimately, most imme- 
diately, present and concerned. 

He learns to realize how the beauty of creation 
was such in the eyes of the Creator, that He would 
even bear a personal part in it, by taking into Him- 
self a created nature, in the Sacred Humanity of 
the Eternal Word: — that same Divine Prophet, 
Who, " in the ftdness of time," had, from all eter- 
nity, decreed to appear in the world, as the Son of 
the Yirgin Mary, clothed with Her substance, flesh 
of Her flesh, and bone of Her bone. Into that 
world He would have come, all radiant with beauty 
and majesty, to translate mankind^ ^towi^.^l^^fc^ 
enjoyment of the Beatific \ \svotv, V^^ ^«^ -> *^». ^^ 
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dience, preserved their primaeval gift of innocence. 
And, even after their &U, through their own most 
grievous fault, still He would come, out of His 
infinite compassion and boundless love, to rescue 
them from the pains which they would, otherwise, 
have had etemaUy to suffer with the devils in hell : 
taking upon Himself, the penalty due to their sins, 
and paying the debt which they owed to the justice 
of His Eternal Father, by the sacrifice of His ovm 
life in the stead of theirs ; thus making amends, 
in their behalf, for the outrage which they had 
committed, against the majesty and purity of their 
Great Creator. 

He is, further, instructed to apprehend, in 
detail, as far as he can, the infinite value of the 
merits of his Divine Redeemer ; and the modes by 
which those merits are to be applied, to his per- 
sonal benefit, in the Catholic Church, which is the 
mystical Body of that Divine Redeemer ; viz., the 
sacramental channels which He ordained, as the 
vehicles of pardon, life, and grace, to man. 
Through the gift of faith, which he received from 
God, on his admission into the Church, he is 
enabled to realize, more and more, the organic 
unity, which now subsists between himself and 
Christ; and, in Him, with God. His earthly 
fiwne having now become the ** tabernacle of the 
Holy Spirit *," and being indwelt in by Him Who 

♦ 1 Cor. vi. 19. 
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is Life itself, he perceives himself to be clothed 
with the robe of immortaHty; so that "the fear of 
death*," to which he had "all his lifetime been 
subject to bondage," has disappeared in the fidness 
of the assurance which he possesses of victory and 
life eternal And, beginning, as is natural, to 
look around him, and to take a survey of the new 
country whereof he is an inhabitant ; he learns, by 
degrees, the wonderful riches of goodness, sanctity, 
and love, which it contains. He feels conscious of 
his own dignity and strength, as being, in very 
deed, a citizen of no mean city, — ^but of that 
city which hath impregnable foundations, " whose 
Builder and Maker is God f." 

Upwards he looks ; and, as in the vision which 
the servant of Elisha saw, when his eyes were 
opened, so are the eyes of his understanding en- 
lightened to perceive that his " abode is in Zion :" 
that his companions, and attendants, and fellow- 
citizens, are the Saints — ^the Apostles and Prophets 
— and the AngeHc and Seraphic Choirs. He is 
taught to form a true idea of the positions respec- 
tively assigned to these : and, consequently, of the 
pre-eminence, and splendour, and all but injSnite 
power, of the predestinated Mother of the Eternal 
God ;— of Her, out of whose veins issued forth that 
blood, by which, when shed upon the cross, tlie 

* Heb. u. 15. \ U^\i.il.\^* 
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Church was redeemed from Hell: for, as St 
Augustine says, ** Caro Christi, Caro MariaB." He 
learns to gaze with reverential, though enraptured, 
awe, upon the exceeding brightness of Her media- 
torial Throne, wherein is fulfilled the vision of that 
" mighty wonder*" which appeared in Heaven, 
when the Queen of all creation was seen taking up 
Her position, " clothed with the Sun," at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high, and " standing there 
in a vesture of gold wrought about with divers 
colours f." He grows in the knowledge of Her 
most intimate union with the Sacred Humanity 
of the Second Person of the most Holy and un- 
divided Trinity; — in the lustre of Whose tran- 
scendent glory. She still shines forth, sweetly and 
serenely, " fair as the Moon, clear as the Sun J," 
invested with unimaginable splendour, in Him 
who is the " Sun of Righteousness," — Who dwells 
in Light inaccessible; being "Light of Light," 
and "very God of very God." And, by reason 
of the organic unity subsisting between the mem- 
bers of the Church and the Body, now gloidfied, 
of Jesus Her Son, in Whom, and with Whom, 
they are, in the state of grace, ineffably one, he also 
learns that She who is His Mother, must needs 
be their Mother also, whose Elder Brother^ He 

* Rev. xii. 1. I Ps. xliv. 10. 

X Cant. vi. 9. § Rom. viii. 29. 
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vouchsafes to be called ; sheltering them (as She 
does) from the approax^h of harm, with all the ten- 
derness of maternal love. With Her, he begins 
to hold sweet intercourse, as fiUal reverence and 
affection may suggest : and, as Christ wrought His 
first miracle, (the tjrpe of all His miracles of grace,) 
transubstantiating the water into wine, at Her de- 
sire * ; so does he become acquainted with the rea- 
sons which Her children have, for leaning, as they 
do, on Her powerM intercession still : and thisy too, 
not only as knowing speculatively^ but as experi- 
encing actuallyy the undoubted effects of Her gra- 
cious interferences in their behalf. 

The order and dignity of the AngeKc Choirs are, 
likewise, no longer unknown to him ; but, amongst 
these glorious Beings, he deUghts, more especially, 
in recognizing, and loving, and conversing with, 
him, to whose particular charge he has been provi- 
dentially consigned f. And, at the same time, he 
daily sees more and more, how it is that God is 
" glorified in His Saints J," whom he also regards 
with a reverent affection, and with whom he unites 
in praising and blessing their common Lord: — 
hoping that, through His merits — of which those 
which He has exhibited in each of His Saints 
form an integral part§,_he may one day be ad- 

• John, ii. 3 — 5. f Ps. xc. 11 : Matt, xviii. 10. 

X 2 Thess. i. 12. § Is. xxvi. 12. 
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mitted for ever, with them, to the perpetual pre- 
sence of the Beatific Vision. 

He finds himself, in short, in the atmosphere of 
Heaven ; — snrromided with sanctities of which he 
could previously have formed no conception;-^ 
taking active part in the occupations of its inhabi- 
tants; — familiarly addressing them, and fervently 
loving them ; — as though he were already sharing, 
— visibly, and locally, sharing — their tranquil peace 
and bliss. Their resemblances he cherishes, as 
those of his dearest and ever-enduring friends. 
The relics and memorials of their earthly taber- 
nacles, he venerates; as knowing, that, though 
these are, for awhile, dissolved, they will one day 
be, in their very identical substance, translated to 
Heaven, and there shine forth in glory, for ever, in 
the immediate Presence of the Eternal God; and 
that they belong to those who are, in very deed, 
even now there, unfettered in their power, and 
magnificent in their robes of light 

And, besides all this ; he is likewise instructed to 
understand, what can be understood of, the reality 
and the character of that mysterious region of pain- 
ful purification, wherein, apart from the immediate 
presence of God, the souls of those who have de- 
parted this life in the state of grace, are imdergoing 
a process of preparation for their ultimate admission 
to their thrones in Heaven ; — letting those cleansing 
fires bum out their stains, and " worshipping GxkL's 
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purity." He is taught, that towards these holy 
souls he has certain duties to perform ; and certain 
acts of charity to ftJfil ; — ^for that, they are capable 
of receiving benefit through the prayers offered up 
in their behalf, by those who are, on earth, in the 
state of grace: — the period of their deliverance 
being thus accelerated, and themselves admitted, 
the sooner, to the fiihiess of their anticipated and 
predestined joy. 

He sees the Priest, in the sanctuary, standing 
before the altar ; engaged in celebrating the tremen- 
dous mystery of the Mass, and occupied in that 
awftd *^ Evocation of the Eternal," to which He has, 
in an astounding act of His condescending love, 
promised, at once, to attend ; that the sacrifice of 
Himself once offered upon the cross might thus be 
commemorated and perpetuated for ever. For, 
while that august solemnity is proceeding, — and 
those solemn words of consecration are pronounced, 
— " as the lightning cometh out of the east, and 
shineth even imto the west*," — so is also "the 
coming of the Son of Man ;" — Who, with a rapidity 
infinitely surpassing that of the lightning's flash, 
precipitates Himself down from His throne in 
Heaven ; — ^traversing the immeasurable distance of 
the intervening space, through one instantaneous 
motion of His will ;— eagerly taking possession of 

* Matt. xxiy. 27. 
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the throne of His mercy, the tabernacle In which 
He vouchsafes to dwell amongst the children of His 
love : while these, like young eagles, renew their 
strength, the more vigorously to mount upward, 
borne aloft upon the pinions of inflamed desire, to 
that glorious Sun, the " Sun of Righteousness," in 
Whom is Light and Life ; feeding here, upon Him, 
whose Power is infinite, according to that which 
He signified when He said, that " where the car- 
case is, there will the eagles be gathered together*." 
And, in the mode of the celebration of these trans- 
cendent mysteries, the child of the Church can, 
most clearly, recognize the identity of the Religion, 
which he now confesses, with that which its ancient 
Fathers have described as their own; and which 
their Pagan cotemporaries have, likewise, depicted. 
He beholds the same ceremonies stiU observed ; — ^the 
same cabalistic, imintelligible, rites, of which unini- 
tiated witnesses, even in those early times, com- 
plained : — writes which can scarcely do otherwise than 
suggest, to those who are not within the Church, the 
very same idea, which those ancient heathens enter- 
tained, deeming them nought but mere magical 
incantations : while the same effects are still under- 
stood to foUow ;— life, health, energy, and strength, 
being imparted to the adoring Church, whether 
visible or invisible; but, to unbeUevers, scandal, 
confusion, sickness, and deatL 

* Matt. xxiv. 28. 
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Here^ also^ he finds at work^ for the cure and 
eradication of evil^ the same mighty sacramental 
provision, to the existence of which the whole 
stream of Ecclesiastical testimony bears witness, 
from the beginning ; wherein, by the operation of 
the finger of God, upraised in the hand of the 
Priest, the spirits of wickedness are cast out, and 
the sins, which they may have occasioned, are for- 
given, on his penitent confession, to the disobe- 
dient, but returning, child. And, with respect to 
details, he is further instructed as to the extent of 
the range over which the power of the Church's 
keys is permitted, through the merciful goodness of 
Almighty God, to be effectually applied. 

In short, he perceives himself to be situated in 
the midst of a mightv supernatural movement of 
spiritual machinery, ;hich is ever incessantly at 
work ; incessantly prosecuting its object with suc- 
cess ; as perfect in its organization, and as vigorous 
in its energies, as when it was first constructed by 
the hand of Him Who designed it to be the system 
wherein He would elaborate the materials, and 
weave together, in one, unbroken, inseparable, web, 
the spiritual fabric of His Church ; until (its whole 
texture being completed, and its refinement per- 
fected,) it should be fit for its final presentation in 
Heaven, ^ an offering acceptable to Himself, by 
the hands of that tender Mother of His and ours, 
who anticipated that scene of beautiful joy, when 



she wss pri^entmg ffim widi ihat duste and 
seamless robe, whose iiia;tmjkl% as an cmhlfm of 
His Chmcti, with her own hands^ Ae had woted 
and span*, and whidi (as tibm jvefigmed]^ while 
upon eardi, Hebofe^ 

Such, ^103, may be taken as a sketdi, — most 
meagre and imporfecty indeed, — jet^ still, as a 
aketdi, snfiBdcnt to enahfe jou, my fnends^ to &cm 
to yoorsdres some rode idea of the character of 
that Sdigkn, into which ie m introdnoed, who has 
entered within die confines of the Cadiolic Gknrdi. 
Within tibe consecrated precincts of iboae soUime 
endosores^ he sees new si^ts, and hears new aoimds ; 
gazing and stariz^ about him, as he does^Iike adnld 
in a atnu^ land ; lost, as it were, in a labyrinth 
of surrounding wondars : scarodjr knowing where 



* Joh. ziz. 23 : F^ xzL 19. And, here, I cannot Ibrfacv 
from obeenring, how beaudfal, and touching, is the £M:t, that 
St. J<im onlj, out of the fojsr £Tange&ts» dumld hare de- 
scribed with an J minuteiesB the pecnlianty attadiing to 
the MoaiZeMYestiire of our Blessed Lord! Oh! how <^icn 
mixst he and oar Blessed Ladj, m that qniet home of theirs 
aft Ephesna, when She was nnftUmg to him thoae wonderfol 
treasures of dhrine instruction ftr the edification of the 
Church, which distinguisJi his Gospel, with a diaracter re- 
markably Hi owu : how often must they haTe c ome i swl 
together about this beaotiM robe, on which their tenderest 
ggectJons^oold Iotc to dwdl; coonected, m it waa, not only 
widithejny8terieaofthc^arioQsftoge,biit,abo,C¥qiy^ 
intimatclj, wi& tlMMB of the iornmM part ! 
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he is, or how he got there ;— everything, on all 
sides, being so widely different from all to which he 
had previously been accustomed, that, in his own 
case, as in that of the convert to the Church in the 
first Apostolic age, "old things*" may be said, 
indeed, to " have passed away," and " all things" to 
" have become new." 

Immeasurable, of a truth, is the distance which 
he has traversed; so incalculable, indeed, is the 
breadth of the interval of separation between him- 
self and those who are at the nearest point of 
external approach, that, — could he have realized all 
this beforehandy or scanned the magnitude of the 
ascent which he was about to make, — ^his head 
might well have reeled, and his brain turned giddy, 
and his heart sickened, and his strength failed, at 
the thought of the effort required in order to ac- 
complish so tremendous a leap. But, now, with 
wonder and astonishment, he looks back on the 
land of his captivity ; — and is amazed to think of 
the blindness and obstinacy and increduUty which 
kept him so long a wflling prisoner there;-when 
he might have been, long, long before, restored to 
the peacefdl tranquillity of his Heavenly Father's 
Home ; — to the fond embrace of his true Mother's 
arms; and so have participated, much sooner, in 
the privileges and protection which children enjoy, 

♦ 2 Cor. y. 17. 
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under the fostering superintendence of parffitel 
care. 

For, indeed, if in early infancy he was baptized, 
in conformity with the mstitution of Chrir^ 
virtue of that solemn act, to the Church he be- 
longed; and Her child he was; though a stranger 
snatched him, without either his knowledge or con- 
sent, away from his Mother's breast, even before he 
knew Her. Thus, being subsequently educated and 
trained in avowed hostiHty to Her through whom he 
received the gift of spiritual life, what wonder can 
it be that Parent and child should have become 
estranged ; and that they should no longer be able 
to recognize in the features of each other the marks 
and traces of that bond, which, nevertheless, con- 
nects them together in a union which cannot, 
possibly, be destroyed ? And, what wonder, also, 
is it, if, after years and years, of earnest, but un- 
heeded, remonstrances, tears, and entreaties, repeated 
and reiterated agam and again, with a view of re- 
calling him to a sense of his filial duty, and of 
reinstating him in the glorious inheritance which he 
has not only forfeited, but even been taught to 
scorn and to spurn, he be at last abandoned, with 
the chain of his sins, by the fi^ud and malice of the 
devil, through heresy and schism, fast rivetted upon 
him, and condemned to sink in a state of repro- 
bation and despair into that lake of fire, from which 
he would not permit himself to be delivered ? 
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Bear it in mind, then, my Mends, (for the fact is 
no less awAil than true), that yourselves and your 
children, if baptized cU ally are baptized into no 
Church but that which Christ set up, subjecting it 
to the Primacy of St Peter's chair, — ^i. e,, the 
Catholic Church, They are, therefore, as you are 
yourselves. Catholics, L e., Roman Catholics ; since 
other Catholics there are none. Roman Catholics, 
both you and they already are^ by virtue of Bap- 
tism ; and, say what you will, or do what you will, 
you cannot make it otherwise. For, as there is no 
Church but one^ so there is no Baptism but one^ viz. 
that which incorporates mankind into that one only 
Church, which is held together in one, in visible 
and active communion with its one universal Pri- 
mate, — ^that chief earthly Pastor of the Sheep, — ^to 
whose care and superintendence our Lord Himself 
entrusted the whole of His faithful flock. * And, 
therefore, when She, the Catholic Church, comes 
forward to assert Her claim to yourselves, or your 
children, as to property which is, by righty Her own ; 
— ^that She may fulfil Her maternal duty in pre- 
paring and training for Heaven the souls for which 
She yearns; be not unmindful, I would entreat you, 
of that fearful warning which was uttered by Him, 
Who will one day come to be your Judge and theirs, 
with regard to those who would resist that claim, 

* John, X. 16 ; xxi. 15 — 17. 
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and, by interposing themselves between the Church 
and her Sons, prevent Her from guiding forward 
to salvation, those for whom He shed His own most 
precious blood: — ** Verily I say unto you: who- 
soever shall scandalize one of these little ones 
which beheve in Me," — (i. e., shall occasion, or con- 
tribute to, their fall, or continued separation, from 
the state of grace,) — " it were better for him that a 
miUstone were hanged about his neck, and he him- 
self were drowned in the depths of the sea.*" Most 
awful, indeed, must be the penalty which these 
solemn words imply 1 

But, it is now time that I should invite your 
attention to the mode in which the religion of the 
Church operates on the individual soul, in reference 
to its final destiny ;— contrasting it with such as may 
be furnished by Ler forms of religious beUef. 

And, first of all, look at the diflference between 
the position of a CathoUc, and that of others, in 
regard to the substance of his /ai<A. For, whereas 
they are obliged to uphold their faith, he is upheld 
by his. They have to gather together various ma- 
terials from various sources, out of which, thinking 
them to be true, they form their Creed ; rejecting, 
also, what, in their own judgment, they disapprove. 
From such quarters as they happen to be directed 
towards, they cull, what they themselves think, or 

* Matt. xviiL 6. 
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what they think that the community to which they 
belong dther thinks, or (at least) ought to think, the 
TratL These materials may be drawn^ in some 
cases, from the Bible only; in others, from the 
Bible and a selected portion of the Fathers, con- 
joindy; or again, from the Decrees of certain an- 
cient Councils, which, in the opinion of llioae who 
make their appeal, are all that ought to be con- 
sidered as " general" The result of these inquiries 
they put, as it were, into a frame : or, they receive 
it from others, as having been previously framed by 
them. This they adopt as their own. To this they 
ding. It may even happen that they go so far as 
to get really attached to it, and to resent the dis- 
covery of a flaw in its construction, or a slur which 
may be cast upon the character of its execution, 
as though it were a pet child^ or (as in fact it is) an 
emanation proceeding from their own brains. They 
give themselves out as its "supporters," as the 
« firm and consistent friends » of the institution, by 
which it happens to have been adopted ; and, like 
embarrassed partners in an insolvent firm, are 
always on the alert in what they call " the good 
old cause " of keeping its reputation in credit with 
the world. But here, as you wiU observe, every 
thing speaks of disquiet, of uneasiness, of anxiety, 
of weakness, of personal importance, of apprehen- 
sion; — ^feelings which are, indeed, no more than 
natural in the cases of persons who are circum- 
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stanced thus: for, although they may "hold all 
together, and keep themselves close," like those who 
placed their " seal upon the stone, and set a watch 
at the door of the sepulchre * " of Christ, thinking, 
thereby, to keep Him where He was; and, yet, 
notwithstanding all this, He was up, and abroad 
about the earth, in spite of their precautions, and 
without waiting to ask their leave : so also is it with 
regard to the Light of His Truth shining brightly 
in His Church, for the illumination of this world of 
darkness and delusions. It wiU not — ^nay, it can- 
not — ^be kept in confinement : it cannot be shut out 
(unless in the inscrutable judgments of the Almighty 
it so seem good to Him, — ^visiting, as He does, " the 
sins of the fathers upon the children, even to the third 
and fourth generation:" — ^but, otherwise), it cannot be 
shut out from the view of those "men of good will" to 
whom the very Angels came with the salutation of 
Peace. No : it is seen to burst out, on every side, 
sometimes in one place, sometimes in another; — 
startling people's minds by the suddenness of its 
appearance; and, yet, proceeding calmly to fiilfil 
the special mission whereunto it is sent : while, in 
the presence of its reftdgent purity, — ^before the face 
of its dazzling whiteness, — the idols of men's inven- 
tion — (" their own drag," to which they have been 
" sacrificing " their time, talents, and care) — ^fall> in 

♦ Matt, xxvii. 68—66. 
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their utter imbecility, prostrate upon the ground : 
— and, **for fear of Him the keepers quake, and 
become as dead *." 

Some, indeed, there are, who, (knowing their 
feebleness, and the need which they have of some 
support, external to themselves, to which the ex- 
ceeding oppression of their faith may be safely 
transferred, and conscious of the extreme inse- 
curity of their position long before they quit it,) 
are obliged to act the desperate part of men on the 
brink *of a precipice, beneath whose feet the earth 
is crumbling fast away, while a rotten stake is all 
that remains within their feverish grasp, — ^all that 
even now delays their fall into the yawning abyss 
of Infidelity which lies below. So that, in the 
situation of that impending crag, of which the 
Poet Shelley speaks, they may recognize a strange 
and ominous resemblance to their own : — 

•* And in its depth there is a mighty rock, 
Which has for unimaginable years 
Sustained itself with terror and with toil 
Over a gulf, and with the agony 
With which it clings, seems slowly coming down : 
Even as a wretched soul hour after hour 
Clings to the mass of life, yet, clinging, leans, 
And, leaning, makes more dark the dread abyss 
In which it fears to fall : beneath this crag, 

* Matt, zxviii. 4. 
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Huge as despair, as if in weariness, 
The melancholy mountain yawns : below 
You hear, but see not, an impetuous torrent, 
Raging among the cayems — — ." 

Whereas, in the case of the Catholic, he knows 
in Whom he has believed : for he has believed in 
Christ, in His infaUible Church. He knows, there- 
fore, the strength and solidity of the foundation 
on which his faith is established. And he can rest 
upon it safely : bearing down upon it with his ut- 
most weight : delighting to prove its stability, and 
its power of upholding him, by leaping, as it were, 
aad rebounding, upon it, again and again, or by 
dashing against it every misshapen mass which the 
ingenuity of infideUty has been able, or can possibly 
be able, to construct And he rejoices at the sight 
of their being shattered, one after another, into ten 
thousand pieces, as they come into contact with that 
hard " rock of stone," on which his own feet are set, 
instinct, as it is, with that Kving faith, against which 
the gates of hell cannot prevaiL For this is the rock, 
on which whoso falleth is to be broken * : but the 
man on whomsoever it shall fall — ^i. e. whosoever, 
recognizing its presence, rejects the security which 

* Matt. xxi. 44. It is evident, from the preceding 
verse, that " The kingdom of God," i. e. the Church, is 
the " stone," which is here spoken of 
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it oflFers, — ** he shall be crashed to powder." He 
may look elsewhere, if he wiU, for a prop and stay 
for his crumbling faith : but this wiU be broken up 
into atoms, into mere dust and ashes, under the in- 
fluence, not only of that infidelity with which no 
power but that of the Church can, with success, or 
even with impunity, contend, but also of that pul- 
verizing machinery which the Church Herself knows 
how to employ in the aniuhnation and dispersion 
of all which exalts itself in opposition to God. 

Again : let it be considered how, with regard to 
his conducty the Catholic is, in a manner peculiar to 
himself y fenced from the approach of evil at every 
turn, — ^being both outwardly fortified against its 
diversified assaults, — and inwardly strengthened to 
overcome it, in case of its direct invasion. 

On the one hand, there are all those ministrations 
of the Church invisible in Heaven, which are applied 
to his support and defence. 

Behold the innumerable company of the holy 
Angelsy who rejoiced* at his conversion, who 
gathered round about, and sustained, him in the 
dread solemnity of his general confession; who pro- 
claimed aloud, throughout the whole expanse of 
Heaven, the happy tidings of his having become 
entitled to participate, with themselves, in their own 
unspeakable joys. But, above them all, does his 

* Luke, XV. 10. 
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own dear Guardian exult, addressing himself vigo- 
rously, with his radiant countenance all beaming 
with unutterable splendour and joy, to the special 
charge intrusted to his care. To him it belongs to 
remove, from the object of his solicitude, impedi- 
ments to good, and occasions of evil, actions ; — of 
mitigating the force of his temptations ; — of assisting 
him against his visible enemies ; — of presenting to 
the Almighty his prayers, and his alms ; — of guiding 
his steps ; — of instructing his hands ; — of revealing 
secrets ;— of quickening him in the way of righteous- 
ness; — of exciting his fervour; — of administering 
consolation, and reproof, when required ; — ^and of 
keeping oflF contrary powers from doing him harm. 
As St Augustine says, when speaking of guardian 
Angels, " They walk with us in all our ways : they 
enter, and go out, with us, attentively considering 
how piously, how honestly, we converse in the 
midst of an evil nation. They hear us labouring : 
they protect us resting : they encourage us contend- 
ing : they crown us conquering *." 

Then, again, there are the intercessions, and 
the interferences, of the Saints in Heaven; and, 
especially, of those whose names he bears, or 
to whom he is most devotedly attached. He is 
" encompassed about with a great cloud of wit- 
nesses t ;" whose eyes are intently fixed upon him, 

♦ Solil. c. xxvjl., quoted in Compitum, book ii. p. 282. 
f Heb. zii. 1. 
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gazing down npon him, as they do, from their 
bright thrones in heaven ; — the Martyrs, Confessors, 
Doctors, and holy men and women, of every grade 
in life, who were once, themselves, exposed to the 
same trials, the same difficulties, which he has now 
to endure ; and who, yet, in the Catholic Church, 
proved themselves faithful to their Saviour and 
their God, even unto death*, and have, conse- 
quently, received from Him the Crown of Ever- 
lasting Life. His progress in grace they mark; 
while they succour him with protecting and en- 
couraging aid; obtaining for him additional help 
and grace from God, with Whom the ^^ continual 
prayer of the just availeth much f ;" that so Ae, too, 
may, in like manner, be enabled to " fight a good 
fight," and " keep the Faith," and " resist the 
devil," and "persevere to the end," and thus, at 
length, " finish his course with joy." With great 
reason, then, can he exclaim, — even though he be 
in conflict with " legions " of spirits from hell, — 
while he thinks on the " multitudes of the heavenly 
host," who, in the exuberance of their burning love, 
are interested in his success ; — " There be more 
with us, than there be with them J." 

But, higher and higher still ; as a child of the 
Church, he is a child of Mary, " conceived in Her 
womb " in that " Holy Child,"— of Whose "Body " 

♦ Rev. ii. 10. t Janaes, v. 16. 

I 4 Kings, yi. 16. 
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he now forms an integral, and organic, part: for 
She is that mighty Being, — that predestinated 
" Woman *," — who was to repair the ruin which 
our first mother. Eve, had wrought; — and in whom 
was to be restored the primal title and privileges 
which now appertain, exclusively, to Herself, as 
being, in very deed, " the Mother of all Living." 
For in Her we behold the Mother of that " Seed 
who was to bruise the serpent's head," — even of 
Jesus Christ, and of all those who, as members of 
His Church, are very " members of His Body, — 
flesh of His flesh, — and bone of His bonef." And, 
oh! with what transcendent dignity, with what 
irresistible power, is this, the stupendous wonder 
of all creation, — the "Mother of the Creator" 
Himself, — endowed ! — Endowed with it, She is, not 
only for Her own pecuhar glory, and " recompense 
of reward," but also for the benefit of each one of 
Her loving and dutifiil children in the unity of 
Christ I In Her he is provided with an omnipotent 
advocate, and with a "Tower" of defence, which all 
the demons combined could not have strength to 
break through. In Her compassionate, intensely 
loving, Heart, he finds a store of " health for his 
weakness;" — a place of quiet "refuge" in which 
to repose, after his long weary wanderings in the 
wilderness "of sin," and darkness, and despair. 

* Gen. ill. 15 : John ii. 4 ; xix. 26 : Eev. xiL 1. 
f Eph. v. 29, 30. 
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He learns, not only to know, but to feel, that here, 
indeed, is to be found eflfectual " consolation for the 
afflicted," — and a sure "help for Christians" in time 
of need : — ^for, that, in their greatest need, at the 
hour of their death. She stands beside them, as She 
stood beside the cross at the death of Her Son ; 
and that the gift of the grace of final perseverance 
especially depends on Her offering up, at that critical 
moment, on which the whole of their eternity 
hangs, an intercessory prayer, to that effect, in 
their behalf. 

And, rejoicing, as he does, in the thought of 
the majesty and power, wherewith these glorious 
Beings are, each of them, in their respective 
spheres, invested, and of the sheltering protection 
which those overshadowing wings of theirs afford 
against the storms and tempests which howl round 
about him, he likewise remembers, and, in the re- 
membrance, rejoices yet the more, that all this 
glory and might is not their own; but that it all 
comes from, and belongs to, the Almighty God ; 
and that the exercise of it by thosie in whom He 
wields it, continually redounds to the increase of 
His own accidental glory. He beholds each saint 
and servant of the Most High, as dwelling in God, 
and God in him : — ^their whole company being in- 
ter-penetrated with that Divinity in the Brightness 
of which they are absorbed : — while those of human 
nature are also enshrouded, in a manner peculiar to 
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themselves, within the blazing mantle of the Sacred 
Hrmianity of that Eternal Word, "Who is over 
all^ and through all^ and in all, God, Blessed for 
ever." 

Within the folds of that divine enclosure, he 
knows that the Church on earth is likewise em- 
braced; — and that he himself is, in his measure 
and degree, a "partaker*," with that portion of 
it which is already in Heaven, " of the Divine 
Nature ;" — and is dwelling, in it, in imity with God. 
Everything is provided for him, everything thrown 
around him, which can ensure his salvation; if 
only he wiU keep himself within the fold where 
he is so secure, and not throw himself out of the 
state of grace, by consenting to an act of mortal 
sin : for, as St Augustine says — " God forsakes no 
one, who does not forsake Him." 

Thus the whole body of the faithful, whether in 
its visible shape, or in its invisible splendour, being 
wrapped up, and enveloped in, the Sacred Humanity 
of Christ; — ^participating in His glory, and sharing 
His power ; is, in Him, encompassed and protected 
by the Almighty God. For He has, through the 
mystery of the Incarnation, taken hold, as it were, 
of His whole creation; and united it to Himself; 
and made it the Tabernacle which He inhabits, and 
where He will, at the consummation of ages, be- 

♦ 2 Peter, i. 4. 
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come visibly, what He now is, both really and con- 
fessedly, ^^All in all*." It is Christ Jesus, therefore. 
Who, in His Saints and Angels, is carrying on the 
work which He will then complete. He it is. Who 
guards us in the guardians to whose charge we are 
consigned. He it is. Who mediates in those who 
intercede. And thus it is that the saying is ftdfilled, 
wherein it is declared, that, "as the hills stand 
about Jerusalem, so doth the Lord stand roimd 
about His own," enfolding them all, even within 
His inmost Self. 

But, besides all these invisible^ intanffible, fortifi- 
cations against the approach of sin and death, there 
are also those visibley and sensible^ aids which the 
machinery of the Church supplies : — such, for in- 
stance, as the wholesome restraints imposed by the 
confessional, and by other prescribed penitential 
observances: the counsels of wise and skilful 
directors : — ^the examples, and the society, of holy 
men : — ^the virtue which resides in holy rehcs, and 
holy medals : — the proper use of holy images : — the 
devout and peacefiil contemplation of those holy 
persons, and holy scenes, which the pencil of the 
paLuter has drawn and depicted : — ^the sweet influ- 
ence exercised by those deep unearthly strains, 
" which come to us from the night of ages past, 
rich in ideas which are no longer of our frivolous 

t 1 CJor. XV. 28. 
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domain * :" — " the plain chant, the bell, the austere 
voices of the choir, the whole Church shaking the 
withered soul :" — " the devout demeanour of the 
faithful worshipping," with palms, either closed in 
confession of weakness and entire dependence for 
strength on God, or expanded in token of eager 
readiness to lay themselves open before Him, and to 
embrace, in Him, their only good : — ^the recitation 
of the chaplet of those " consecrated grains " of 
power mysterious : — ^the protection of the scapular, 
of holy water, and of those other sanctified instru- 
ments which are to be employed for the repulse of 
those evil spirits, who tremble before Christ's awful 
Presence, even when It thus appears in the very 
hem of that robe of purity and sanctity wherewith 
He has invested His Church. They tremble before 
Him, even as though He were come to torment 
them before their time. And well, indeed, they 
may! For they dare not venture to intrude with 
their temptations upon the Christian soul, in order 
to its destruction, (the object of their desire,) beyond 
that line of demarcation which He has. Himself, 
assigned ; for to Him it is that it belongs to say, 
" Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further." Nei- 
ther must we omit here to mention that awM sign 
of tremendous power, in which each of the members 
of the Church may find, if he will, an invincible 

* See Coxnpitum, book ii. p. 305. 
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sliield : viz. the sign of the Cross, — that epitome of 
Christianity itself. For, the child of the Church, 
when tracing this upon himself, (as he is taught 
how, and when,) sees in it a memorial that he, 
whom Clmst came to destroy, did, in the hour of 
darkness, inflict agony even upon Him ; — and even 
through the very instrument by which His victory 
was gained. Thus he draws from it strength and 
resignation in the hour of his own suff*erings and 
temptations ; — saying within himself, for his greater 
assurance and support ; " Hoc signo vinces I" " This 
is the sign through which thou shalt conquer, be- 
cause it is that, through which Christ overcame ; 
and thou, with Christ, art one !" It represents to him, 
also, the yoke which Christ laid upon His Church ; 
the obligation which is incumbent upon its members 
to cross their natural, evil propensities, and to carry 
them out in a contrary direction, transforming them 
into means of spiritual and eternal good. It re- 
minds him that they are the mourners for the 
death of Christ, that dear Elder Brother of theirs. 
Who, on account of their own sins, consented, by 
the hands of wicked men, to be Himself crucified 
and slain. And so is it now employed, even as it 
was in TertuUian's days. It accompanies the Chris- 
tian through life. Its sacred seal is imprinted 
upon him in the solemn hour of death : and it will 
appear again, as " the sign of the Son of Man in 
Heaven," — that beautiful sign of the redemption of 
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the whole Church, through His Blood, — ^when it 
shall be borne before Him in triumph, on the day 
of the general Judgment. 

I say, the Christian, thus enshrined, thus en- 
trenched, within these saxired bulwarks, and pro- 
vided with weapons, which, though of no carnal 
nature, are " mighty through God to the pulling 
down of the strong holds " of Satan and of sin, — is 
provided with defences of supernatural, nay, insu- 
perable, strength, of which, by those who are ex- 
ternal to the Church, there is absolutely Ttothing^ 
which can either be possessed, or even perceived, 
or imagined. 

But, if that outward garment, wherewith She en- 
virons each one of Her children, in turn, be thus, 
as it is said to be, " of wrought gold * ;" — of " gold," 
i. e., as symbolized in that with which the ark of 
the first covenant was overlaid ;^-of ^^gold," as 
being amongst metals, what charity is amongst 
virtues, surpassing, or rather including, all the 
rest; — of "gold," in short, as being emblematical 
of charity — (since all this external machinery of the 
Church is the result and exhibition of God's charity 
for the souls of men; — of His anxiety to "save 
their life from destruction, and to " crown them 
with His mercy and loving-kindness : ") — ^if such be 
the character of the apparel She wears ; how can 

* Ps. xliv. 14. 
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the inward gracesy wherewith the Church is endowed^ 
be worthily described ? 

Strong, and powerful, and beautifiil, as She may 
appear, wxiliouty when viewed, either collectively, as 
a corporate body, or individually, in each one of 
Her members; She is, of a Truth, ^^ all glorious 
vnlJdn,^ For there, in the bodies and souls of Her 
sons, is being fulfilled the mystery of the Incar- 
nation of the Living Word. Therein is God dwell- 
ing in man. Yes : He — the Source of all creation 
— Infinite, Eternal, Immortal, with Whom the 
Father and the Holy Ghost are One — ^the Foun- 
tain of all sanctity — ^the Centre of all glory — the 
Creator of all things invisible and visible — "by 
Whom all things were made.*' He Who is the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life — Who made expiation for 
the sins of those with, and in, whom He would 
afterwards deign to abide — He, the Great Em- 
manuel, — becomes, in very deed, " God with us," 
For here, in the Church, in the stupendous mys- 
tery of the Most Holy Sacrament, at the word of 
His Priest, Jesus comes down, and takes up His 
abode in the Consecrated Host,— enveloping Him- 
self within its purity and whiteness, as when, in 
His white swaddling clothes. He lay, calmly, 
silently, tranquUly, reposing in His dearest Mother's 
arms : and, when He thus descends into " His 
Holy Temple," the whole Church " keeps silence 
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before Him," as the Prophet says*. And, as it 
was in the days of His flesh, when the rude multi- 
tude amongst whom He passed, knew not that in 
that sweet, and gentle, form of the Babe of Beth- 
lehem, or the Boy of Nazareth, or the Man of 
Calvary, abode the Everlasting God, their Creator 
and their Judge; so also is it now. That first 
elevation of the Host, when, with Mary at His side, 
He appeared on those awftil heights, hanging all 
white with the whiteness of death, exposed to the 
jeer and insult of the surrounding rabble, who ridi- 
culed Him for His apparent weakness, and cried 
out to Him to manifest Himself and to put forth 
His power, if He — ^the Son of God — were really 
there f ; — all this was but the prelude to those innu- 
merable scenes of a similar description which were 
to follow, when that same awful Being would be 
elevated, as He daily is, in that white form of meek- 
ness and humiliation, wherein He promised that 
He would manifest EKmself, and abide for ever with 
His Church, after He had visibly ascended up on 
higL Fearful and awftil is the guilt of those, 
who, because they do not now recognize His Pre- 
sence, rail at Him dwelling in the Sacrament of 
His Love I For, here, in the consecrated Host, 
does He most truly, most intimately, most substan- 

♦ Hab. ii. 20. t Matt, xxvii. 39—43. 
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tially, reside — ^perfect God, and perfect Man — ^the 
Son of Mary, the Eternal God — ^Whom we, therein, 
adore I 

But, not only does He remain within His Taber- 
nacle, and dwell upon His Altars, dispensing from 
thence the gifts of grace and benediction : but His 
union with the dear objects of His love, with those 
whom He came to save from hell, restoring also to 
them, at the cost of His own life, the inheritance, 
which they had forfeited, in Heaven ;-:— His union 
with these, must be more close and intimate still. 
For, He will even grasp them into Himself, by 
descending personally into their bodies and souls, 
and taking possession of their hearts and wills. 

O ! what a mystery is this I for a man,— for a sin- 
ful man (such as we are ourselves) — ^to receive into 
himself, God, — "the Lamb of God," Who comes 
to visit him, and to take upon Himself his sins ; — 
to sanctify his soul ; — to purify it by His own in- 
dwelling; — to endow it with all graces; — and to 
impart both to body and soul the gift of immor- 
tality in life eternal ! Truly, then, is the Church 
"all glorious within:" for She has within Her, 
within each one of Her faithftd sons. Him Who 
is the Lord of Life and Glory 1 What more can 
be wanted than this? What greater glory can 
be imagined? Well may it be, as it is, in all 
thankfulness, openly confessed ; "Panem de Coelo 
praestitisti eis ; omne delectamentum in Se haben- 
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tern!" For this is none other than the "Bread 
of Angels ;"— the " Bread of Life ;"— the « Bread 
which Cometh down from Heaven;" — "our daily 
Bread," — if so we will ; — ^the " true Manna ;" — ^the 
Lord God Omnipotent I Hath He not, indeed, then, 
O beloved Mother of mine, " made fast the bars of 
Thy Gates, and blessed Thy children within Thee*"? 
Hath He not abundantly fulfilled His promise, and 
"made peace in Thy borders, and filled Thee with the 
Flour of Wheat?" Ah I "Peoc^f," indeed: — such 
Peace as the world, with all its treasures, could not 
give; and which, with all its efforts, it cannot take 
awayl Peace internal; — ^Peace ineffable; — ^peace 
with man; — ^peace with ourselves; — and (ohl how 
almost incredible I) Peace with God. 

For even though our sins have been " as crim- 
son," His Red Blood is more crimson stilL It is 
suflScient to obliterate them, by absorbing them into 
Itself; and, as a spon^re, to cleanse them all away. 

Ever welling forth from those five streamkg 
wounds upon the cross, drop by drop, It descends 
in the Tribunal of Penance, upon the contrite soul 
of each poor child, who was once " in wandering 
mazes lost" Here is the good Physician, ever 
waiting, ever ready, to apply His healing remedies 
to the sickened soul ; — ^to bind up its wounds ; — and 
to restore, in perfect health, to His Father's Board, 

* Ps. cxlvii. 13, 14. t JoH ^v- 27. 
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there to feed upon the banquet of Himself^ the long 
missed occupant of that vacant chair I 

Oh I here is love, and peace, and joy, and hope, 
and glory still to come ! And the poor outcast — 
the once self-exiled outcast — ^now returned to the 
bosom of His Father's family, — ^in His own beloved 
Home — where His tender Mother, in all Her gentle 
dignity, presides ; 1 how he lifts up his eyes in 
amazement, and wonder, and thankfulness, to Him 
Who has so marvellously brought him there 1 And, 
while his brethren and sisters, with whom he trusts 
eternally to dwell ; — ^the Angels and Saints, and holy 
souls departed, and they who, though still upon 
earth, are looking forward to the same final inhe- 
ritance in the realms of, what is nowy ^^ inaccessible 
Light ;" — ^while these congratulate him on that escape 
of his, which contributes even to their own increase 
of joy; — ^^^ is he overwhelmed with feelings, 
which it is far, far beyond his power to express, in 
the thought, that he — ^miserable, abject, loathsome, 
disgusting reptile, as he knows himself to be — 
should have been so watched over, so cared for, so 
beloved, so guided, and so saved, by Him, Who 
(though the gracious "Friend of Sinners") is yet 
the Ghreat Ahnighty King of Earth and Heaven ; — 
the Creator of Angels ; — the Judge of Quick and 
Dead ; — ^the Eternal God, from Everlasting to Ever- 
lasting! 

And here, my dearest Friends, I might well 
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pause, did it not seem necessary to add a few ftuv 
ther remarks, by way of a suitable conclusion. 

In the first place, then, you will observe, that, in 
the description which I have been giving you of the 
Cathohc Religion, no arguments have been adduced 
in proof, or in corroboration, of the truth of the 
teaching of the Church, or of its co-incidence with 
the teaching of Holy Scripture. I have purposely 
abstained from this, for two reasons ; first, because 
it would not have fallen within the convenient limits 
of my present purpose, to have entered into this 
portion of the question : and, secondly, because, it 
would have been placing you in a wrong position; 
inasmuch as you are not infallible, whereas the 
Church is. To have seemed, therefore, to constitute 
you Her judges, would have been to encourage in 
you an absurd delusion. It is Her office to judge you, 
and to teach youy like children, (and, without so much 
as allowing you to ask whether She is right or wrong 
in what She teaches,) the things which you must 
believe, and do, if you would have any hope of 
gaining life etemaL It is impossible for Her to ap- 
peal to any humxm judgment. It could in no way 
affect the Truth to which She testifies, even though 
it were to be pronounced : and, indeed, sinful man 
will ever be naturally disposed to treat the Truth 
with ignominy and scorn, in the same way that Pilate 
and the Jews treated Him Who is the Truth itsel£ 
For, the very aim of man's fallen nature is directed 
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really, though (it may be) unconsciously, to the 
extennination of God ; and it shews itself, in the 
first instance, in the rejection of the teaching of 
the Cathohc Church ; for Her office it is (as the 
Teacher whom He has inspired and sent), to pro- 
claim to the world the substance of His will, and to 
impart to it the assistances of His grace, speaking 
to them in His Namey and guiding their souls to 
His Presence in Heaven. 

Abimdant, indeed, are the materials with which 
She is supplied, in confirmation of that Truth, which 
She is commissioned to unfold : and, with respect to 
Her children^ She does not fail in the discharge of 
Her maternal office; but freely commimicates to 
them the reasons — ^the ample reasons — ^for each of 
its portions, in their respective details. But it is 
not Her business to contemplate the caprices of 
those who are without Her pale ; — ^to submit Her 
arguments to their criticism; — and thus to lead 
them to imagine that they could, vniJiout grievous 
siriy presume to pass judgment, either of approval, 
or of condemnation, on anything whatever, which 
She has defined to be True. For, speaking to man- 
kind, as She does, "in Christ's stead;" — and being 
fully endowed with His supreme authority in Her 
mission; — ^for those whom She thus addresses to 
pronounce an opinion on what She thus declares, is 
tantamount to the expression of a human judg- 
ment passed upon Almighty God I She is not, 
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therefore, sent into the world to argm^ but "with 
authority * " to teach. : not to cast the pearls of 
Her instruction at the feet of those who would 
trample them, and Herself also, in the dust; but 
to insist upon the unconditional submission of 
those who hear the sound of Her voice, that, 
through hearing, and obeying^ the same, they may 
save their souls alive. And, wherever the message, 
wherewith She is intrusted, is rejected, or disputed ; 
though in Her charity She may bear long with the 
indignities and aflfronts which may thus be heaped 
upon Her, by unworthy children, even of Her own ; 
yet, in the end, with the breath of Her mouth, — 
with the Spirit of the Lord proceeding out of that 
mouth,-She smites the unrepenting with ana- 
thema f ; and, by the sentence of him who holds, 
in St Peter's chair, the keys of Heaven, She sepa- 
rates from the Sacraments of Life, those whom 
Christ will one day destroy, and deliver over to be 
burnt, as "trees twice dead, plucked up by the 
roots," at the " brightness of His appearing." 

Meanwhile, do they take up their mournful posi- 
tion, one after another, in the funeral procession of 
souls : and, with hearts even yet more dejected than 
are those "February faces" of theirs, so "full of 
frost and cloudiness ;" in grave clothing attired ; or, 
in those paraphernalia bedecked, whereby (like the 
tinsel which glistens on a coffin's pall) the con- 

* Matt, yii. 29 : John, xz. 21, f Isaiah, zL 4. 
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tinued presence of life is feigned; they move 
solemnly forward, " Sansfoy," and " Sansjoy," with 
that " grim laughter," wherein Milton, one of their 
number, with his " Paradise Lost," vainly attempted 
to be " Regained," indulged : until, at length, with 
their melancholy convoy, they arrive, in their order, 
at their miserable end *. 

It was not, indeed, to be expected, but that the 
Church, the representative of Christ, would be dis- 
believed, even as He was Himself. The " disciple f " 
was to ^* be as his Master," and " the servant as his 
Lord," Who, indeed, " came to His own," but " they 
received Him not ; — though to as many as received 
Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of 
God, believing in His Name f." It was not, I say, 
to be expected, but that, when they, who might even 
profess themselves to have been baptized^ should be 
summoned to fulfil their consequent obligations, by 
surrendering themselves to the teaching of the 
Church of their Baptism, — the Cathohc Church, 
under its one visible Head, — ^it was not to be ex- 
pected, but that they also would turn a deaf ear to 

* See Compitum, Book ii., chap, viii., pp. 141 — 152, &c. 
— ^In what is here said, it is not intended to express, or 
imply, any opinion whatever, as to the state of such as may 
have died in invincible ignorance^ and with true contrition : 
for, this is not the place to enter into the difficidties of that 
jnost important question. 

t Matt. X. 24, 25. J John, i. 11, 12. 
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Christy addressing them tbrongh His Choich, and 
lu^ in excuse, that they could not belierre His 
words, when so uttered, to be true; — applying to 
Her, the epithet which He was Himself once called 
upon to endure, when men stigmatized Him, as 
" that deceiver *." At the peril of their own souls, 
indeed, is this course pursued : for, though he who 
** believeth and is baptized f?" is in the state of 
grace, and ^' shall," finally, " be saved," if he per- 
severes therein : yet, *•' he who believeth not, shall 
be damned.^ — To him, it, so far, makes no differ- 
ence, whether he has been baptized, or no. — ^But 
though everything, as regards themselves, and their 
own salvation, is thus at stake, the reality and aw- 
fulness of the Truths which the Church declares, 
can, iQ no wise, be diminished or affected thereby. 
The Church and the Faith can suffer nothing, — ab- 
solutely notliing, — by their rejection of the grace, 
and love, and life eternal, which Christ Jesus pro- 
poses for their acceptance, in Her. Neither is the 
glory of God, in the slightest degree whatever, tar- 
nished or be iimmed bv that insane refiisal of theirs. 
His counsels remain sure; and these will, in due time> 
be fiilfilled ; even though His Church may cry out, 
with the Prophets who preceded Her of old, " Lord, 
who hath believed our report % ?" 

* Matt. zxviL 63. t ^i^- ^ri. 16. 

$l8.1iiLl. 
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And, altbough^ in His noearcy. He offers to man- 
Und all the means which are needfiil for their sal- 
yation ; deuying nothing to those for whose sakes 
He spared not even His only Son from death ; yet, 
as regards Himself ^ it can signify nothing, absolutely 
nothincfy whether His injunctions be complied with, 
and His instructions observed, or whether, in their 
foolish pride, men will seek to prescribe to Him 
what the terms are to be, on which alone they will 
pay Him the mighty compliment, and confer upon 
Him the prodigious favour, of consenting (forsooth) 
to accept of salvation at His hands ! They, surely, 
forget, that He needeth not that any should be saved : 
and, that His glory is equally promoted by the tor- 
ments of the damned, as by the happiness of the just 
in Heaven. Salvation is a free and gratuitous gift on 
His part : — the offer of it a spontaneous act of His 
own overflowing compassion and love. Certainly, 
then. He can attach to that offer whatever con- 
ditions He sees right : and, if mankind will not ac- 
cept it on those conditions, the loss will be entirely, 
and exclusively, their own. If they flatter them- 
selves that they can get to Heaven in timr own 
way: if they imagine that they can be saved, 
otherwise than according to His will, L e. in the 
unity of the Catholic Church : — ^let them make the 
dread experiment, if they please. If they deem 
themselves sufficiently righteous, where they are, 
to claim admission into Heaven; — ^requiring their 
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Saviour to come to t)i^n (as it were) out of His 
Church, when He commands them to come to be 
saved by Him vjiihin it * ; — ^let them (if they think 
they can qford to do so) run the risk, undertake 
the responsibility, and bear the consequences, 
which their choice entails. But let them not dream 
that the Almighty can be influenced, by any mo- 
tives of self-interest (if I may so speak) whatever, to 
strain a point on their individual account; or to 
relax the rule which He has thought proper, once 
for aQ, to lay down. 

Vain, too, is the appeal which men would make to 
** subjective grounds^'* for remaining in a position ex- 
ternal to the Church, pointing to particular in- 
stances of persons apparently righteous, as though 
they were " signs of life": this being no more than 
what many of the ringleaders of deadliest heresy 
were in the earhest ages of the Church. In fact, 
heresy being the malignant, spiritual, sin, which it 
is, and most nearly resembling that by which the 
devil fell, it would seem as if this alone were more 
than sufficient for his cruel purpose ; and needed not 
the addition of any other description of guilt, in 
order to the ruin of the unbelieving souL Idle, I 
say, are all such excuses, which men are so inclined 
to urge in justification of their continued disobe- 
dience to, and rejection of, Christ Jesus in His 

* John, X. 1, 7, 9. 
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CathoKc Church. For, allowing, for the sake of 
argument, that the excellence which they impute 
to individuals is not imaginary, but real; the ex- 
ample of Cornelius is one which, surely, ought 
not to be forgotten. In him it may be seen how 
large a share of moral attainment may be found 
outside of the Church: and yet even he could 
not plead exemption from the general rule; for, 
when summoned to enter, he was bound at once 
to obey. It is not, therefore, necessary to deny 
that a measure of grace may be given, through 
channels which are external to the Church, as 
through preachmg, for instance, or other ordi- 
nances, according to the sincerity of the recipient, 
and the analogy of what is taught (as far as it goes) 
with the Gospel. Such grace is that which disposes 
men to conversion — ^to the recognition and accept- 
ance in the Church of what is perfect and pure, 
when it fairly comes before them: and, in the in- 
stance of Cornelius, it is strikingly shewn, how this 
is the natural and proper result produced by a 
faithful correspondence vrith that grace, in its operar 
tions upon the soul. His presence in the reUgion, 
wherein he had been brought to so high a degree of 
excellence, was no sign that the Church of God was 
there. Nor, yet, again, was the instance of the 
good Samaritan, far surpassing in heavenly virtues, 
as he did, those with whose example his own is so 
favourably contrasted in the Gospel, to be regarded 



166 

BSy in the slightest measure, int^ering with the 
truth, that " salvation" was **of the Jetts*.^ 

Neither can it be of any avail, towards bettering 
their condition, for those who are not within the 
Church to profess any particular doctrine^ sdiected 
out of its code of faith, and to protest, as earnestly 
and loudly as they will, in the feice of the Church, 
that such is an article of Her Creed, which they 
believe and maintain to be true. A collection of 
dry bones — even though the skeleton were perfect 
— ^would not constitute a living man : so neither 
does vitality reside in a heap of doctrinal formulas. 
And it would be as absurd to imagine that the con- 
dition of a demonstrator in the schools of religious 
anatomy were, in the slightest measure, affected, as 
to the degree of his personal relationship towards 
the Church, by the number of the Catholic doctrines 
which he might profess to hold, or that these WCTe 
any sign of such relationship, as it would be for a 
surgeon at Guy's, from the fact that the verte- 
bras found in the subject before him were exact 
counterparts of the corresponding portions in the 
corporal structure of a living monarch, to attempt 
to prove that he was himself a Prince of the Blood- 
Royal, and in the direct line of succession to that 
Monarch's throne. However learnedly, then, an 
Anglican may descant on the properties of the doc- 

* John, iv. 21. 
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trine of Baptismal Regeneration^ for instance, in 
opposition to the Calvinist: however accurately 
he naay point out the conformity of his own 
belief in that particular, with the confession which 
enters into the substance of the Catholic Creed; 
however strong may be his conviction of its ex- 
cellence and truth ; he remains, himself, precisely 
where he would have been, had it never come, 
either into his head, or into his hands, at all. So, 
likewise, a Presbyterian is no more an Anglican, 
than a Socinian is, though the latter denies a doc- 
trine which the two former agree in asserting, viz., 
that of the Divinity of Christ No : — The gift of 
life comes to a man from toithouty and without re- 
ference to the form of doctrine which he may 
have heldy or denied. It comes to him as a con- 
sequence of his personal incorporation into the 
Living, organic, substance of the Church, into which 
he must be personally infased, and absorbed, so as 
to become amalgamated, and identified with it, if 
he belong to it at all, merging himself in its general 
system, wherein there is but " one faith *," because 
there is but one mind, and one will, with which hi 
own is, in all things, intentionally^ coincident Fc 
this, of necessity, identifies itself with that of tJ 
visibleHead of the visible Body, in whom the nervo 
ligaments of the whole system find both their ori/ 

* Eph. iv. «— 5. 
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and their termination : while Christ Himself, it&tn- 
visible Head*, presides over it, and operates upon it, 
in both its departments, visible and invisible, ani- 
mating, and sustaining, — by the communication, and 
indwellmg, of Himself,— its entire frame-work and 
substance, " which being compacted and fitly joined 
together, by what every joint supplieth, according 
to the operation in the measure of every part, 
maketh increase of the Body unto the edifying of 
itself in charity f." 

Neither let it be thought that a lengthened period 
of national prosperity is to be considered as a 
mark of divine favour, or as an indication of the 
presence of His Church and Truth. Rather, 
ought not a circumstance like this, to be viewed, 
on the other hand, as a reason for entertaining both * 
suspicion and distntsty in the matter? For, was 
not this the identical bribe which the devil pro- 
posed, as a temptation to our Lord Himself, to 
swerve from the Truth ; when, having taken Him 
up, " into an exceeding high mountain J,** he 
" shewed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a 
moment of time : and said to Him : To Thee will 
I give all this power, and the glory of them : for to 
me they are delivered ; and to whom I will, I give 
them. If Thou, therefore, wilt adore before me^ aU 
shaUbeTAine?" 

♦ Epli. iv. 6. t Eph. iv. 16. 

X Luke, iv. 6 — 7. 
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Again ; is it not a grievous error to snppose that 
men must wait to become better than they are, 
where they are, before they can be qualified to re^ 
coffnize the voice and attitude of the true Church 
of God ? For, were it not equivalent to an attempt 
at thrusting Christ aside altogether, if men could 
lawfully excuse themselves for not obeying His call, 
in the first instance, on the plea that they were not 
good enough to know that the words, which they 
heard spoken, proceeded forth from Him : or, again, 
on the other hand, because, after having contrived 
to manage for themselves, so long, and so cleverly, 
where they were, they might, now^ consider them- 
selves to be in a safe position, whether it were 
strictly in accordance with His will or no. Nay, 
how could such a thiog as conversion from any one 
Religion to any other, be ever possible ; if a man 
could consider himself, in any particular instance, 
either as, at one time, not good enough, and, at an 
other, as too good, to make such a change ? And, 
in truth, ought it not rather to be considered, 
who are the objects spoken of, as being, most 
espedaUy, those of interest and concern to our 
dearest, and most compassionate. Lord? Was it 
not the sinfrd — ^the wandering — the prodigal — 
the profligate — ^the lost sheep, whom He, avowedly, 
came, in the intensity of His pity and love, to 
recover, and reclaim? Did He not distincdy state 
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that He was ^^not come to call the righteous*" — ^tho8€^ 
who might fancy themselves to be good enough, 
and safe enough, without any further help fix)m 
Him: — and who might, therefore, be satisfied in 
remaining where, and as, they were ? To minds 
of this class it is that He does not address Him- 
self. But to poor sinners in their distress, — ^to 
those who feel their need of Hiniy and who are, 
therefore, not only readtfy but eagerly thankful, to 
close at once with whatever conditions He may 
offer (never dreaming of bargaining and quibbling 
about the terms), — ^to those, in whose estimation 
the gift of His converting grace i^ould be a pre- 
cious gift indeed, — ^to them it is that He tuma^ 
addressing them in accents of the sweetest and 
most consolatory encouragement And, therefore 
it is, that His Church in which He dwells, in pro- 
ceeding on Her mission of mercy tiuroughout the 
world, addresses Herself at once, and in a manna: 
yet more sweet and engaging, perhaps, than She 
ever adopts in other cases — to the poor, abandoned,' 
profligate, outcast Oh! then, ye who will not enter 
the kingdom of Heaven yourselves, and would spare 
no pains in preventing others, were it possible, from 
entering into that way of peace which ye have 
never known : — ^what, O I what, is tiie worth of all 

♦ Matt. ix. 13. 
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yowr' treasures, and of all your signs, even to youar* 
iehxis, while they are thus employed in fighting 
against God? Consume your precious years, if so 
you will, in vanity, and in acting as though you 
wwe rich, and made wealthy, and had need of 
nothing: but, nevertheless, be sure of this, that 
Christ, in His Church, will, meanwhile, befriend 
your sinners. To them, through Her, He will pro- 
claim the glad tidings of then- redemption. Through 
Her, will He break their galling bands, and set the 
ransomed captives free. In Her, will He raise up 
-^gently, and tenderly, raise up — ^those whom you 
de^n fit for nothing better than to be trodden under 
foot, abandoning them to that fearful end, to which 
the finally impenitent and unbelieving are doomed. 
The sceptic, from your schools of inquisitive philo- 
sophy. He will smnmon to His side. On the free- 
thinking operative who labours at the mill, He will 
lay His gentle Hand. The gay, the thoughtless, the 
dissipated. He will snatch from their frivolous pur- 
suits. He will take up the poor out of the mire*^ 
the profligate from the street — ^the beggar from the 
dunghill ; and out^ of materials such as these,— 
even from the publicans and harlots who are forcing 
their way into that kingdom from which you 8tPe 
yourselves, wilftilly, shut out, — ^will He raise up 
Confessors and Martyrs for the greater glory of 
His Name ; transforming, by His converting grace, 
their sinful, into Christ-like, souls. 



172 

Andj cii I who will venture to incur the sentence 
decreed on a course of resistance to the Church of 
God : for, " they who resist, shall receive to them- 
selves damnation * :" and to Her it was that this 
assurance was given; — "no weapon that is formed 
against Thee shall prosper, and every tongue that 
resisteth Thee in judgment Thou shalt condenm f ?" 
And, again, it is written of the Apostolate of 
the Church; "He that heareth you heareth Me; 
and he that despiseth you despiseth Me; and he 
that despiseth Me despiseth Him that sent Me f : " 
" Whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your 
words, verily I say unto you, it shall be more toleiv 
able for the land of Sodom and Gomorrha, in the 
day of judgment, than for that city § :" — ^i. e. obsti- 
nacy in heresy, — cold, heartless, calculating sin, as 
it is, — ^wiU be then regarded as an offence of deeper 
die, and deserving of graver punishment, than the 
indulgence of even the worst forbidden lusts of 
the flesh. And is it not, indeed, a fearful thing 
for man to confront the Almighty God ; — ^to with- 
stand Him in His march on His errands of love ; — 
to intercept Him in His approach towards any 
one of those lost and wandering sheep, whom He 
laid down His very Ufe itself to save ? Is it not an 
awful thing for a man to interpose himself between 

* Bom. xiii. 2. f Is. liv. 17. 

/ Lu.x. 16. § Matt. X. 15. 
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the Great Redeemer ejni that poor soul; — and to 
tell Him He shall not save it ; — ^but that His pur- 
poses of mercy shall be, so far, frustrated, if possible ? 
Tremendous, overwhelming thought for those, who, 
for the sake of a plausible but fallacious theory of 
their own, shrink not from the dread responsi- 
bihty of attaching the weight of their personal in- 
fluence and example to the support of a system, 
under which, (cutting them off, as it does, from for- 
giveness and grace from God in Christ,) thousands 
and thousands of their fellow-men are now sinking 
daily into the burning flames of hell ; — ^those very 
men, who might, were it not for the results pro- 
duced by that pernicious influence and example of 
theirs, have been raised to high thrones amongst 
the Saints in Heaven I What consolation can it 
ever impart to any poor soul which finds itself there, 
to know that another who was bold enough to 
answer for God, and to place himself, as it were, 
in the inside of God ; — saying what God would do, 
and what He would not do ; — staking his own sal- 
vation, even, on the hazard of the fact, that safety 
was to be found, where, in his own poor judgment^ 
he chose to think that it didy because it ought to, 
reside; — ^what consolation, I say, what possible com- 
pensation could it be, for one, so trusting, and so 
lost, to know that he to whom he trusted, and, in 
consequence of whose words he became lost, was 
involved, with himself, in the same condemnation. 
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or tormented in flames even ten times hotter than 
faia own I Where, O I where^ is he to be ioani 
that is competent to ^^ redeem his broths, or te 
make agreement unto God for him* ?" 

And who art thou, O man, that wilt thus yentare 
to arrest in His progress the Lord Grod Omrfipo- 
tent; that wilt command Him to withdraw His 
outstretched arm; attended, though He is, by 
legions of His Saints and Angels, with Marj at 
their head, then- triumphant, afl-glorious, Queen? 
Who art thou that wilt challenge to combat with 
thee, the Almighty God, and those armies of His, 
whom thou hast thus defied? Who, but a m^:^ 
reptile, a poisonous insect, a filthy worm, whcmi 
He could despatch, in a moment, by the hand of 
the lowest of His Ministers, if so He would : who 
might crush thee, instantaneously, by a single 
effort of His will; and hurl thee headlong into 
everlasting flames, all loathsome as thou art, with 
the leprosy of thy mortal sins clinging fest upon 
thee, — ^those sins of thine, which are unrep^ited 
of, imconfessed to God in His Catholic Priest, and, 
therefore, unabsolved f ? And yet, thou, too, art 
aiill an object of His compassion and love : and 
gladly would He gather thee J, — (yes, even such 
as, in thy misery, thou art ; — and though thy con- 

* Ps. xlviii. 8. I Luke, xvii. 14. 

X Matt, xxiii. 37. 
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duct towards Him has resembled that of those 
murderers of His in the Blood-stained city of Jem* 
salem,) — -joyfully would He gather thee to the bosom 
of His love, even as a hen doth gather her brood 
under her wings : but " thou wilt not^ 

Well : — ^whoever thou mayest be, thou art free to 
choose. Thou art at liberty to seal the sentence of 
thine own damnation. Persist in thy wayward 
course for a few years longer : nay, it may even 
be that this very night thy soul shall be required of 
thee : and where wilt thou then be found ? Where 
wilt thou then be placed, for every and for ever f 
Where : if not amongst those, of whom it is said, 
that they "shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God*?" 

And, as for you, if any such there be, into whose 
hands these pages fall, who may either be, or have 
been, instrumental in adding, by one smgle word, or 
look, or deed, of unkindness or neglect, so much as 
a solitary pang to the sufferings which Christ sus- 
tains in the members of His Catholic Church, or in 
casting one extra drop of bitterness into the cup of 
agony which, in them. He has to drink ; — O I let 
all such be well assured, that as he who has given 
but *^ a cup of cold water f " to Christ, in " one of 
these His brethren," shall "in no wise lose his re- 
ward ;" so shall all treatment of them which is the 

♦ Gal. v 20, 21. t Matt. x. 42. 
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reverse of this, (except in case of previous hearty 
repentance,) in the hour of death, and in the day of 
judgment *, in like manner, receive the retributioii 
which, in His sight, it may justly deserve. Little, 
however, can it signify to the faithful members of 
His Church, even though afflictions and persecu- 
tions, poverty and distress, (the portion which the 
Church is taught to expect to inherit during the 
time of Her earthly pilgrimage,) do happen to await 
them here : for of what consideration can the best 
which this world has to offer be thought worthy, 
with all its vicissitudes of care, and anxiety, and 
sickness, and sorrow, when compared with those 
everlasting joys, in *^ the new heavens and the new 
earth f/' which the Church hereafter will inherit 
forever! 

Whatever it be which, in individual cases, may 
have tended, in the first instance, either to impress, 
or to deepen, the conviction of this truth, and to 
stimulate it eventually into decided action; — ^whe- 
ther the process have originated in the observation 
of those portentous omens of the approaching end 
of all things, to which no person, of even ordinary 
reflection, can well be blind :^-or in circumstances 
of a more private nature ; as (for instance) in pe- 
cuniary losses; or in domestic troubles — those 

♦ Matt. XXV. 41 — 46. 

t 2 Pet. iiL 13 : Rev. xxi 1. 
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overflowing fountains of contitinal grief,—- or in that 
freedom and independence, which a state of poverty 
confers, or in the apathetic indiflerence of fanuly 
connexions, or in a season of sickness, or in diffi- 
culties, or afflictions, of any other kind ; — ^whatever 
be the cause^ to which, in each individual case, the 
origin of the moveinent is to be referred ; — ^whatever 
the se<yret spring whereby the first impulse was com- 
municated to it; — ^when this can be looked back upon 
from the shores of eternity, — ^what a blessing, what 
an incalculable blessing, will it then appear, when 
viewed in its true character and results, as having 
been destined, in its uncooth disguise, to bully and 
buffet the thoughtless, and distracted, soul, into a 
league of eternal friendship with those glorious 
Beings, who are one with Him, Who *^sticketh closer 
than a brother * !" And, when its intended object 
had been thus ftJfiUed, and the first steps taken on the 
" narrow way ;" — even though subsequent trials had 
to be endured, — trials which only served to quicken 
the diligence of those, for whose welfare these, alsOy 
were seen to be needful ; surely, the prize of our 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus, will then appear 
well worth the trouble we may have been occasioned 
on its account. Whatever, even in this world, 
is worth having, cannot, as we know, be had for 
nothing. And if, for an eternal^ unfadingy crown, 

^ Fhyr. zyiiL 24. 
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— ^for a share with the Saints and Angels in liie 
bliss of heaven, — ^it be necessary to make sacrifices, 
and to submit to forfeitures, or even (as in some 
cases) to encounter persecution, is there not always 
before the Christian, the example of Him, Who 
went through every kind and degree of suffering, 
not for His own sake, but simply, and entirely, for 
that of others ; — " Who went not up to joy, but 
first He suffered pain ; Who entered not into His 
glory, before He was crucified ?" What crown can 
there be for those who shrink from a participation 
in the Cross? — What consolation for those who 
sacrifice eternity, for the sake of their comforts 
here? — Ordinarily speaking, men must enter the 
Church as though they were approaching death. 
They must enter it, one by one ; singly, awftdly, 
coming forward in the presence of men and angels, 
to say their own " Confiteor : " — leaving others 
behind them, as though they were, indeed, and 
altogether, quitting this visible world: for. Holy 
Scripture speaks not of men coming in company, 
but each, by himself, alone ; and that^ at the peril 
of his salvation. And, 50, one by one, they are 
seen to stand forth, one after another, before the 
whole imiverse, in obedience to the call of Him 
Who has declared ; *^ Verily, I say imto you, 
whosoever shall confess Me before men. Him shall 
the Son of Man also confess before the Angels of 
God: but be that shall deny M.© before men, shall 
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be denied before the Angels of Gt)d*." And^ 
again, " Whosoever wiU save his life shall lose it : 
and whosoever shall lose his life for Mj sake, and 
the Gospel, shall save it For he that shall be 
ashamed of Me and of My words, in this adulterous 
and sinful generation : the Son of Man also will be 
ashamed of him, when He shall come in the glory 
of His Father with the Holy Angels f." And, 
once more : — " Every one that hath left house, or 
brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or 
children, or lands, for My Name's sake, shall receive 
a hundred-fold, and shall possess life everlasting J." 
My dearest Reader, Believest thou this? Then, 
fear not to act upon it, if thine own time be come ! 
For He, Whom thou wilt embrace, will " hide 
thee in His tabernacle from the provoking of all 
men : yea, in the secret place of His dwelling will 
He hide thee," and shelter thee there, from " the 
strife of tongues." 

And, as for those, who, being called, and con- 
scious of that within their hearts which sensibly 
attracts them to the Catholic Church, let them 
also be on their guard against the danger of un- 
necessary, undue, procrastination. For He Who 
has offered, and is ready, to accept them to-day, 
has not promised them either the will, or the 



* Lu. xii. 8. 9. t Mar. viii. 35, 38. 

X Matt xix. 29. 
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ability, to offer themselYes for His acceptance to- 
morrow. " To-day, if ye will hear His voice, 
harden not your hearts*." The ^^ present is the 
acceptable time." The present is ** the day," on 
which the offer of salvation is made. Does not the 
fruit of a tree, by hanging beyond its time, through 
O0€i^ripeness lose its freshness and its bloom ? And 
does not its spirit evaporate also ? Like the autumn 
itself, in which it appears, it may, indeed, look like 
au emblem of quiet repose: and, for awhile^ it 
may happen that the chill blasts which accompany 
" tivefaU^ may strike upon the surface of its fading 
cheek, without detracting from its internal sw^eet- 
ness : but the decay of its fibres will soon set in, 
until it become totally unfit for wholesome use. 
And is it not so, even woir, with many a languish- 
ing sQuU wliich ought to have been gathered into 
the gamer of the Church, long, long ago, in that 
bright genial hoiu*, when the ripening process was 
(.completed ; but which rww hangs fainting, withering, 
shrivelling, decaying, through its own most grievous 
fiiult, in unkind and saddening gales, and is, con- 
sequently, becoming less and less qualified, day bv 
day, for anything better than to be cast forti 

upon the wide waste of confusion and unbelief, a 

prey to those wicked spirits, against whose approach, 
in the day of its vocation, it reftised to receive the 
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protection of the Church's shield ? Such instanceis 
are, alas! not unfrequently to be found, among 
those who, when called, have refused to move for* 
ward : who, though, at one time, ^^ arranged in 
order towards eternal life,*" have not been " added 
to the Church f ." And, what will become of them, 
as time proceeds, it is fearful indeed to contemplate. 
What they will do " in the end thereof J ," there 
is One, Who alone can tell ! 

Let it, also, be considered by those who are 
" waiting," as they say, " for light," — ^for fmi;her 
calls, and " signs," — like that " evil and adul- 
terous generation of men§," to whom the Messiah 
preached in vain, — that, if, after so many rejected 
solicitations, they should have, at length, the bless- 
ing of being gathered into the Church at ally their 
state wiU then be widely different from what it 
would have been, had they allowed themselves 
to be borne along on the summit of the wave of 
their first tide of love, instead of letting this pass 
by, and sinking back for awhile into the still water 
which comes creeping on, so feebly, so sluggishly, 
behind. They will approach with weak, and tot- 
tering steps: — and they will fondly revert to the 
time when, with a heart gushing forth, even to 
overflowing, with intensity of desire, they could 

* Acts, xiii, 48. f Acts, ii. 47. 

X Jer. vi. 31. § Matt. xii. 39. 
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have mshed impetaously into thenr true Mother^s 
arms; whereas it is now but with an exfaansted 
strnggle, and with sensibilities bennmbed, that tibey 
can, at all, succeed in making their way to tiie 
embraces of Her tenderness and love ! They wiQ 
find that they have forfeited, perhaps for ecer, 
what they wonld, now, give worlds, if they had 
them, to recover. St. Thomas was the last of the 
Apostles to belieTe in the resurrection of onr Lord: 
and he was, likewise, the la^ to see Him. And so 
likewise ma j it be tmlj said, with respect to othon^ 
whose incredulity has resonUed his; — ^Blessed 
are they who have not seao, and yet have be- 
lievecl*V 

Let me, now, add one word by way of precaution. 
It must not be forgotten that conmfiwon to iheJaiA, 
dioughtheproper st^fDUTordf it,doesnot neeessarify 
mrohre a eontersion of the heart to Crod. There are 
swji dismal things to be met with as hafy^-couYet^ 
sonsw There are such evils to be found as those of 
«itrances into the Church which have been effected 
on insufficient, or even improper, motives^ and fol* 
lowed by acts of apostasy from the &ith, after its 
having been thus embraced, only to augment the 
damnation of the i^postate souL K, then^ you esn- 
not, in your hearty say that vou are in earmMt about 
your final destiny; — that you would yWfy be saved 
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fr&m your sins^ and are ready to give ihem vp, sino^ 
you cannot be saved in them ; — dream, not, I would 
entreat you, that any benefit will be secured to you, 
though you should become a Catholic. The God 
with Whom we have to do is a very awful Being. 
He is not one Who will bear to be trifled with* 
He is not to be mocked. He will not allow us to 
wheedle Him out of our salvation : but "to whom- 
soever much is given, of him will be much required.?* 
So that, although you are in the sure way to an usn 
happy end, where now you are : you would, also, find^ 
that, even in the Church, it is very hard for a soul 
to be saved. In Her there are to be found bad as 
well as good ; for She is that net which gathers fish 
of every kind. She contains within Herself, those 
who never, or, if ever, only sacrilegiously, frequent 
Her Sacraments ; who are disobedient, unfaithful, 
rebellious, and reprobate ; as well as those who are 
meek, pure in heart, penitent^ and perfect. Even ifx 
Her there is no such thing allowed as the liberty of 
jumping at conclusions. Even in Her (such is the 
weakness and fraJIty of the nature which clings tp 
al[)i the "righteous " are " acarceb/ saved*." And, 
because it is necessary, not only to strive^ but tp 
persevere^ even to tie very " end," in striving, and i^ 
overcoming (through striving) those temptations to 
which all of us are liable while in this earthly taber- 

• 1 Pet. iv. 18. 
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nacle of flesh and blood : and because this is so hard, 
and so irksome, therefore it is that, even in the 
Church, but ''few are savei" To those, however, 
to whom tlie burthen of their sins is grievous ; who 
tremble at the thought of that dreadfdl hour when 
death will reveal the presence and realities of the in- 
visible world ; and who shrink at the prospect of be- 
ing called up, singly, by themselves, before the whole ' 
assembled multitude of men and angels, to render to 
the Almighty God, upon the day of final doom, an 
account of every single thing they have (unlawfiiUy) 
either done, or said, or thought ; and who would, 
therefore, seek to be reconciled, before it be too 
late, in and through Christ Jesus, to their Heavenly 
Father : — who can, moreover, make up their minds, 
and firmly resolve, that, with His gracious help. He 
shall be their Grod, and themselves, for tlie future. 
His faithful servants, and dutiful sons ; — ^to thein 
does the invitation of their Saviour in HLs Catholic 
Church most fully apply : — ** Come unto Me, all ye 
that are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give 
you rest. Come, and I will refiresh you. Come, 
and learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart. 
My yoke is easy ; and My burthen light :— though 
still ^a yoke;' and ^a burthen' stilL Yet; fear 
not, httle flock. It is your Father's good pleasure 
to give you the kingdom. It is I Who address you. 
Be not afiraid. Be « cautious in counsel, but prompt 
m eaxcQ&aC FoTget ncA ^ba!t Yifc that betrayeth 
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you is ^t haad ; and that he is never more to b^ 
f^£U*ed tiian when he presents himself as an ang^ 
of light : since, the more skilfully executed the 
cfi^u^terfeit is, the more successfid will the attempt 
s^. deception prove. Let no man, therefore, deceive 
you with vain words : but rise up without delay. 
Take up your cross, and follow Me ; and where I am, 
there shall ye be also. In Me ye shall be satisfied. 
In Me, ye shall be even inebriated with the torrents 
of grace, which flow through the Sacraments of My 
Church. Therein you shall know and perceive 
yourselves to be co-citizens with My Saints and 
Angels in Heaven, children of Mary, My own 
dearest Mother, Myself being your Elder Brother : 
-^ — and you shall also experience the consolations of 
tlieir permitted interpositions in your behalf, Whatf- 
ever your present sinfulness may be, you shall be 
set free from the susu^es of the Devil : and My Blood 
in the Tribunal of Penance, shall effectually wajsh 
your guilt away. Come, then, to receive that 
greatest of all the gifts, which, (circumstanced as 
you are,) you can receive: for, for you, and for 
such as you, is that gift provided, — the gift of recon^ 
ciUation with God, in Me, through My Catholic 
Church. So shall you obtain that peace which sur- 
passeth understanding : — and I will Myself come to 
dwell with you, and within you. And since no power 
can ever pluck you more, (against your own wiUy) 
out of My Father's h^nds, you shall, in the, end^ 
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iAjiaan die fiill nlTatun, which I faxve pmdiaaed 
for jfm^ through the shedding of Mr awn Blood, 
nptm the cross, — the salvatioD of jour hodr smd 
goal : — and voa shall then, alsot, reoeiTe fr^om My 
a?m Hands, in the presence of the whole assan- 
Ma^ of earth and Hearen, the reward of joor 
beatitifal and nerer-fading crown." 

And now, mj dearest Friends^ I will, for the 
present, saj no more. Mj earnest and continnal 
prayer for joa ally is, that snch a reward maj he 
your own ; — and, that, in the wonderfid provisions 
of mercy, grace, and Truth, which are stored up 
for mankind in the Catholic Church, your gentle 
and loving hearts may, sooner or later, find that 
unspeakable comfort, refreshmoit, and peace, both 
here and hereafter, for which you will seek, else- 
wliere, in vain. 

It may, indeed, so happen, that, in your time of 
hf^alth and strength, while this world can be capti- 
vating, and its employments engrossing, and your 
thoughts and attention are but feebly directed 
towards the consideration of eternity, you will 
be inclined to postpone, until a " more convenient 
season," (if* it please God to grant it you,) the dis- 
charge of what must, under ordinary circum- 
stances, ever be, no less a painful, than it is an im- 
perative, duty. But this world, bright, and allur- 
ing, as it may be, cannot last for ever. It will soon 
vaniab from our eyes. Oux liaaoda may grasp it; 
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but we must let it go. Death waits not till we are 
ready. He comes at his own time : and without 
our leave : and this, too, not imfrequently, without 
the slightest warning of his approach. But when- 
ever, or however, he may call us, we must, at once, 
obey the summons. At any rate, the clouds of 
evening will, ere long, close in upon us ; and cast 
upon yourselves who read, and upon me who 
write, their dark and sombre shade. Anxiety, sor- 
row, and sickness, will, sooner or later, and very 
soon even at the fiirthest, happen to us alL The 
day will come, when we must lie down upon the bed 
of death, and return our spirit to the God Who gave 
it. Oh ! then, if, in the silent reflections of those 
solemn, soKtary, hours, — ^when sinking on that bed 
of agony and pain,— when life is fast ebbing sensibly 
away,— and the hour of judgment is close at hand ;— 
if the Truth which has here been set before you 
— (to your own inexpressible loss, and with peril in- 
calculable, so long neglected) — should still retain 
sufficient power to operate effectually on your hearts 
and wills, — engaging you, even theuy to fulfil your 
Baptism, and to send, in haste, for a Catholic 
Priest, that so you may become reconciled, in 
contrite confession and valid absolution, to God, 
through Christ in His Church: Oh I when- 
ever it may be that you are thus introduced 
to the knowledge and enjoyment of those conso- 
lations, which the Church affords, wherein alone 



\ 



^ 




